
 1 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ALLEY CAT 

 

Have you ever seen a cat riding a skate board in Parkview?  Well, guess what?   I 

was standing on the sidewalk in front of my house when the Alley Cat came to an 

abrupt stop right at my feet.  He was riding a new skate board.  I could hardly 

believe what I saw.  “What are you doing on that thing?” I asked him.  “It’s my 

new mode of transportation.  How do you like it?”  “I guess it is ok for you.”  “Do 

you want to take a spin on it?”  “No thanks.  Those days are history for me.  I am 

sure you know this but as a grandparent, I want to remind you to be very careful as 

you make your way around Parkview on your new toy.”…  “I have a question for 

you.  White lines have been painted across all the streets which intersect with Limit 

Walks. Did the neighborhood know about my new means of transportation and 

paint those lines so I could cross the street easily?”   “No, the agents had the lines 

painted so that automobile traffic on these streets would notice the STOP signs.   

Cars are supposed to stop at these intersections.”  I went on to say, “This is very timely as the spring and 

summer seasons approach kids will be crossing these streets on foot or with scooters, or on their bicycles, or 

skates.  Kids don’t always pay attention, so we adults should exercise special care as we approach these 

intersections in our cars.” “Add to that list, cats”, he said.  The Cat continued by saying, “Residents are 

reminded also to make to a complete stop as they come to Skinker from any of the streets and alleys in our 

subdivision. There are students skateboarding, riding bicycles, or walking on the sidewalks along that 

boulevard. Some college students and adults don’t always pay attention either.  So drivers need to exercise 

special caution at these intersections.”  He concluded his visit with me last Wednesday by saying, “I must be 

off to show my new toy to the other cats in the area.  Who knows, one day this summer we may have a skate 

board tournament for both cats and kids in Parkview.” 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
April 2016 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

Paulette Bliss, Jerry Hanewinkel, Ann and Jason Grimmett, Karen Spreitler, Eleanor Withers,  

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Nancy and Joe deBettencourt, Trisha Pflantz, Susan Allen-Warren, Randall 

Markarian, Timmie Wiant, Deanne Flatley, Judy Giraud, and BJ Clutter contributed to this 

edition of the Parkview Newsletter.  Thank you. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Ann and Jason Grimmett 

 

     Ann and Jason Grimmett moved into 6313 Waterman 

at the end of September.  April 18 will be their first 

wedding anniversary. 

     Their dog Lily is enjoying the new home, and 

announces each visitor.  Jason and Ann say they can tell 

whether someone is stepping on the porch or just walking 

down the sidewalk by the sound of the barks coming from 

their large 12-year-old mixed-breed dog.  The newlyweds 

previously lived in Ohio, and this is the first house with a 

sizable fenced-in yard for Lily. 

     They met "on a blind date-ish," began Jason, Ann 

joining in on the "ish." Several years ago, before they 

knew each other, Jason lived in Cleveland and Ann lived 

in Columbus, two-and-a-half hours apart by car.  Jason's 

brother-in-law worked with Ann.  He and his wife, Jason's sister, set up a double-date to introduce the two.  

On their second date Ann invited Jason to join her to watch a Cleveland Browns football game.  "I already 

liked her," recalled Jason.  "And she loves football.  She had my attention!" 

     They dated for three years while living separately in two different cities. They got engaged after two years, 

married a year later, and moved to St. Louis a few weeks after that. 

     "We went to Bora Bora for our honeymoon," Jason said.  "It was unreal.  We stayed at the Four Seasons in 

a hut on the water.  We got the 10 star treatment."   

     "That was a once in a lifetime trip," added Ann. 

     Their first home together was a University City apartment at Delmar and highway 170.  When they found 

their house in Parkview they loved it but had ideas for upgrades.  They wanted to convert a second floor 

bedroom into a bathroom and walk-in closet to create a master suite.   

     After moving to St. Louis, Jason continued his job as a National Sales Director in medical device sales.  He 

has been looking for a new opportunity closer to home, but has been busy helping on the remodel in the 

meantime.  “I’m enjoying not working crazy hours,” he said.  Both will be glad when the house updates are 

finished.  While under construction “It’s dirty all the time,” Jason said.  At the time of this interview they had 

just had the new bathroom tile laid after pulling up the wood floor.  Ann’s dad is coming into town next week 

to help. 

     Ann described Jason as a storyteller and an idea man.  “I’m all about the details," he said.  "I write 

everything down.”   

     Ann works in merchandising for Build-a-Bear.  Native St. Louisans may remember when the first store 

opened in the St. Louis Galleria in 1997.  It was the first "Workshop" of its kind, where kids could custom 

design and make their own teddy bears, including adding a small fabric heart in the final step of the process as 

the stuffing was filled.  Ann recognizes Build-a-Bear is a toy store that is popular with little kids and big kids 

alike.   “It’s good if they don’t grow up," she declared enthusiastically.  The Grimmetts have several Build-a-

Bear stuffed toys between them.  Some are made more like the traditional bears, like the one dressed as a St. 

Louis Baseball Cardinals player, propped on a shelf in their living room.  Others are shaped like popular film 

characters.  Jason's favorite is the Minions one; Ann's favorite is the Chewbacca.  She is excited about the new 

Build-a-Bear store that just opened at Busch Stadium.   

     Ann's dad just retired as President of the Carolinas Professional Golf Association.   “Sports are a big part 

of our lives.”  Ann went to Duke and is a big basketball fan.  Jason attended The Ohio State University and is 

a big college football fan.  They like to watch together and go to games.  They attended a Browns versus  
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Rams game after moving in.  Jason was disappointed about the Rams leaving St. Louis.  Is he a Cardinals 

Baseball fan?  “I’m working on it!” he said. 

     Jason ticked off the reasons they are enjoying Parkview:  "First the house."  They love so much about their 

new old house, including that the original plans for the house are published in the Parkview: An Urban Oasis 

book.  "Second, the neighborhood and people.  Everyone has been so kind.  I like to talk--that’s no secret.  It's 

so nice to start conversations with folks I meet walking Lily.  And of course access to Forest Park and the 

food places.  It's easy to get to.  It reminds me in a way of downtown Cleveland.  It has a good compromise 

between the suburban and urban." 

     Ann loves and plays tennis, and both are competitive.  Sometimes they play together.  Jason plays soccer 

and volleyball.  Both like biking.  Ann likes to run.  They both have been enjoying activities in Forest Park.   

     Cooking is something they both enjoy, but in slightly different ways.  "I'll try any recipe in any book," Ann 

said.  "Sometimes I fail, sometimes I succeed.  Like my apple pie.  I’ve never met a person that doesn’t like 

it."  Ann competed in Parkview's Chili cook off last fall.  Neighbors may remember her stainless steel 

crockpot.  "My chili didn’t win, but it got lots of compliments."  Will she enter again next year?  

"Absolutely!" 

     Jason prefers smoking meats, and bragged that he recently scored a ceramic grill, "the Big Green Egg." 

     “I'm a meat-atarian,” he said with a straight face. 

     Their favorite eateries so far are Salt and Smoke, Publico, and Bobo Noodle house for take-out. 

     What would their new neighbor's be surprised to learn about them?   

     "Neither of us was previously married and we have no kids." 

     Ann turned 35 this year.  "Most people are surprised to learn I'm older than I look."   

     Ann grew up in Durham, NC, following the Durham Bulls.  Jason grew up a Cleveland Indians fan.  These 

are important facts. 

     Some other interesting facts are the roots Jason's family has in St. Louis.  His Grandmother grew up in the 

Central West End on Washington Terrace.  Consequently Jason's dad grew up as a Cardinals fan.  Jason’s 

grandfather attended Dental School at Washington University, "Back when it had a dental school." 

     Help us welcome the Grimmetts to Parkview!                 (Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 
 

GRADUATES 

 

 

If you have a son, a daughter, a grandson, or a granddaughter 

graduating from high school or college this spring, send me his/her 

name, the high school or the college from which your relative will 

graduate, what are post-graduation plans, plus a photo (if possible), 

so that I may include it in the May edition of Parkview Newsletter.  

Be sure to send me the material no later than May 1 at 

giraudstl@gmail.com.   

  

mailto:giraudstl@gmail.com


 4 

 

 

NEW RESIDENTS 

 

Ann and Randy Getz, 6330 Waterman.   Ann Getz is the sister of the current resident, Pam Dearing.  Ann 

and Randy are having work done on the house before moving in. Ann’s phone: 721-1159. 

 

 

CROSSWALKS 

 

Two coats of paint and a layer of reflective material were applied to the crosswalks of Limits Walks on 

Washington, Westminster, McPherson, Waterman, and Pershing.   

 

 

 
BLITZ DAY FOR ST. LOUIS CITY RESIDENTS 

 

Saturday, April 30, 9am-Noon  

Your Block & Alley 

 

Please join us as we clean up our alleys and streets to help make 

St. Louis a cleaner and safer city.  

 

+Car batteries, used motor oil, large appliances, and tires will be recycled.  Please separate 

from household items (such as furniture, mattresses, etc.)  

+Place grass, leaves, and twigs in “Yard Waste Only” dumpsters. 

+Branches more than two inches in diameter and no longer than 3 feet must be bundled and 

placed with bulk items for collection.  

 

 
 

 



 5 

 
SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK 
 

Clara Parker, a Skinker DeBaliviere neighbor, and her Shakespeare Squad group, directed by 

Max Farris, will be performing a one-hour adaptation of Richard II for SHAKE38.  The 

production will explore the themes of divine right and artistic religious imagery. It will be 

presented from 4 to 5pm on Saturday, the 23rd of April. In addition to being so conveniently 

located for us, the performance is FREE. You are encouraged to bring your own chairs. 

 

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING FAIR 
 

Saturday, May 14  

Greg Freeman Park, 6000 Kingsbury Ave. 

 
9am-Noon:  Begin collecting your old electronics, appliances and spent batteries for Skinker 

DeBaliviere’s 5
th
 Annual Electronics Recycling Fair.  A truck will be parked on the corner to 

collect all of your unwanted electronic clutter!  Basically anything that plugs in or uses a 

battery may be recycled.  Large metal items also will be accepted.  There is a $20 fee to 

dispose of TVs and computer monitors. 
 

PLANT EXCHANGE DAY 

 

Saturday, May 14 

Greg Freeman Park, 6000 Kingsbury Ave. 

 
9am-Noon:  This is a chance to drop off plants that are crowding your garden, or, pick up 

some free plants that your neighbors had to thin out.  (You don’t have to make a trade; you 

can donate or receive plants.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for the 2016 Annual Meeting of the Parkview Neighborhood 

Monday, May 16, 2016 

7:30 – 9:30 PM 

Grace United Methodist Church 
 

If you would like to be on the ballot for the election to the 2016-19 term for agents, 

please send your name and contact information to: 

 

Mary Pat O'Gorman: holtgreivemp@hotmail.com 

or 

Beth Fagan: beth.a.fagan@gmail.com 
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Photos by Jerry Hanewinkel, Judy and Fred Giraud 
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RESIDENT IN THE NEWS 

 

Joe Keaveny (Westminster) was named Distinguished Legislator by the Missouri Community 

College Association. Senator Keaveny received this award based upon his support for 

MCAA’s legislative priorities, institutions, members, and most importantly students in the 

community colleges from around the state. 

 

On April 9th, brothers Mathias and Asher  (Washington), participated in the 4-H Robot and 

Technology Expo (Mineral Area College). They both received blue ribbons in the Scratch 

Programming Competition for their game designs “Pixel Slayer” and "Hype Train: Young 

Destiny”. They also created an Interactive Technology Challenge with Makey Makey kits and 

taught many families how to use it.  What’s Makey Makey?  See 

here: http://makeymakey.com 
 

Mathias on far right with "Hype Train: Young Destiny” design team.      Asher on far right with “Pixel Slayer” design team. 

 

 
PARKVIEW PUZZLER by Susan Allen-Warren 

 
 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  The photographer of this 

picture was standing in the street or on the sidewalk within our 

neighborhood.  Can you identify the address?  Send your answer to 

parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging rights.  The answer and 

names of the first people to send in the correct answer will be published 

in the next newsletter.  By the way, the resident of this house is not 

eligible!  

 

 

 

 

Looks like we stumped our neighbors last month.  The ornamental balcony 

with stone spindles can be found at 6311 Westminster.  Here’s the photo to 

prove it.  Good luck with this month’s puzzler! 

 

  

http://makeymakey.com/
mailto:parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com
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EMERGENT WATER 
FEATURES 
 

Deanne Flatley, resident of Parkview, will present a “how to” on emergent plant pots 

by creating a simple water feature using plant life found naturally along rivers and 

streams of Missouri.  She will share how to re-invent your pots and containers, as mini-

ponds filled with Pickerel weed, Arrowhead and Water WIllow.  Perfect water feature 

for your deck, patio or garden landscape. 

 

PARKVIEW HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

HOST:  M.J. Suppiger 

7265 Kingsbury Blvd 

University City, MO 63130 

RSVP  M.J. at 314-862-5586 

suppiger@aol.com 

 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 20th 

7PM-Update 

7:30PM-Program 
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB  

Back row, Left to Right: Brigitte Wopenka, Marta Santos, Sheri Tollefson, Kelly Howard, Deanne 

Flatley, Mary Ann Nielsen  Seated, Left to Right: Susan Allen Warren, Christina Dougherty, Nancy 

Johnson, Susan Stang       (Photo by Trisha Pflantz) 

 

     “Wuthering Heights” is renowned as the great love story of Catherine and Heathcliff. However, during its 

March meeting, Parkview Book Club members wondered how and why the British classic has been 

remembered in this way, particularly since the novel seems to focus more on telling a tale of revenge. 

     Book club members largely agreed that Emily Bronte had done an incredible job of capturing the isolation 

and desolation of the English moors. However, the love story left most of the readers cold. Bronte, who spent 

almost all of her short life in the company of her sisters and brother, did not seem to have the personal 

experience to write a full-fledged story of passion.  

     But the isolation of Bronte’s family spoke loudly in the world of her characters, whose lives and social 

circles are largely limited to people in their own households. Though they live only 10 miles from the nearest 

town, Catherine, Heathcliff, and their families seem a world away from civilization. In this world, it becomes 

normal for cousins to marry each other rather than seek companionship among strangers. 

     Readers focused, too, on the parallels that Bronte wrote into her novel. Names repeat themselves from 

generation to generation: Catherine’s nephew, Hareton, is named after a family patriarch. Catherine herself 

bears a daughter who takes her name. In addition, Catherine and Heathcliff’s doomed love finds its parallel in 

the healthier relationship between the younger Catherine and Hareton, whom Heathcliff raised in his 

household.  

     The Parkview Book Club turns its attention to the Australian countryside for this month’s discussion. 

Deanne Flatley will host the meeting at her house, 6355 Washington, at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 26, to 

discuss “Picnic at Hanging Rock.”  The novel, which begat a classic movie of the same title, begins with the 

unexplained disappearance of three boarding school students and their teacher on a school picnic. 

     Future books include “My Brilliant Friend,” by Elena Ferrante, for discussion in May, and “My Year of 

Meats,” by Ruth Ozeki, in June. 

     Any Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the book club. The club typically meets on the 

final Tuesday of each month. To receive email invitations to future book club meetings, contact Tiphanie 

Vogel at tiphanievogel@aol.com       (Written by Trisha Pflantz) 

  

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com
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NATIVE PLANT GARDEN TOUR 

 

The St. Louis Native Plant Garden Tour on Saturday June 18th will feature the landscape of Parkview 

resident, Deanne Flatley (Washington). 

Ten private gardens in Clayton, Ladue and University City will be on display, with habitat advisors on hand to 

answer your questions. 

In Deanne’s garden alone, you will see woodland perennials, shrubs and trees, butterfly and hummingbird 

gardens, a front yard water feature designed for wildlife, water gardens in pots, native bee and bird homes and 

a honey bee hive. 

Tickets are available at select garden centers ($15) or online ($20).  There will be no ticket sales on the tour 

day. 

Find out more here: http://www.stlouisaudubon.org/NPT/index.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PIANO FOR SALE 

 

Baby Grand Piano for sale. 

Price: our recent tuning and adjustment expenses, you move it! 

Call Timmie Wiant:  ( 314) 726-2564 
 

http://www.stlouisaudubon.org/NPT/index.htm
tel:%28%20314%29%20726-2564
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Local eateries owned or co-owned by Parkview neighbors 
 

  

Joe Edwards (McPherson Avenue)    Eleanor Withers (McPherson Avenue) 

 

~ Blueberry Hill       ~ Crushed Red Urban Bake & Chop Shop 

   6504 Delmar in The Loop          8007 Maryland Avenue 

   St. Louis, MO 63130         St. Louis, MO 63105 

   314.727.4444           314.725.8007 

   http://blueberryhill.com 

           140 S. Kirkwood Road 

~ Peacock Diner          St. Louis, MO 63122 

   6261 Delmar in The Loop          314.238.0100 

   St. Louis, MO 63130    

   http://peacockloopdiner.com 

            11635 Olive Boulevard (City Place) 

~ Pin-Up Bowl          St. Louis, MO 63141 

   6191 Delmar in The Loop         314.942.3000 

   St Louis, MO 63112          http://www.crushed-red.com 

   314.727.5555 

   http://pinupbowl.com 

         Anthony Scarato (Pershing Avenue) 

~Eclipse Restaurant and The Rooftop Terrace Bar    ~ Anthonino’s Taverna 

 (Moonrise Hotel)           2225 Macklind 

  6177 Delmar in the Loop                     St. Louis Mo 63110 

  St. Louis, MO 63112           314.773.4455 

  314.726.2222           www.anthoninos.com 

  http://eclipsestlouis.com 

 
Florian Kuplent  (Washington) 

 

~Urban Chestnut Brewing Co –  

  GROVE BREWERY & BIERHALL 

  4465 Manchester Avenue   

  St. Louis, MO 63110 

  

~Urban Chestnut Brewing Co –  

  MIDTOWN BREWERY & BIERGARTEN 

  3229 Washington Avenue   

  St. Louis, MO 63103 

  314-222-0143 (for both locations) 

  www.urbanchestnut.com 

  

http://blueberryhill.com/
http://peacockloopdiner.com/
http://www.crushed-red.com/
http://pinupbowl.com/
http://www.anthoninos.com/
http://eclipsestlouis.com/
http://www.urbanchestnut.com/


 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE submitted by Trisha Pflantz 
 

Pedestrians and cyclists rely heavily on the pedestrian bridge over Forest Park Parkway. The bridge is the 

most highly used segment of in the larger Great Rivers Greenway network. In 2014, the GRG estimated that 

there were over 600,000 trips across the bridge each year. 

 

Washington University proposes to expand and replace the bridge in the summer of 2017 to provide more 

capacity for those crossings, and to create separate lanes for bicycle and pedestrian traffic. The university will 

present its preliminary designs and seek public comments at a community meeting at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 

May 4, at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 6800 Washington Ave. All residents of Parkview will receive an 

invitation and a notice of the meeting will also be included in the newsletter. 

 

 

Option one would replace the existing ramp, which is 8 ½ feet wide, with a ramp that is 18 feet wide.  The 

new ramp will include lanes for bicycles and pedestrians separated by a 1-foot-high curb.  The design results 

in a ramp about 20 feet longer than the existing ramp, and will be built at an identical slope with the required 

landings to meet code. 

  

Option two would replace the existing ramp with a new design. Pedestrians would have a dedicated lane that 

includes stairs to access the bridge. Cyclists and people with mobility challenges or pushing strollers also 

would have a designated lane that will include a new switchback section. This design results in a ramp that is 

18 feet wide but about 60 feet shorter than the existing ramp. 

  

The scope of this project does not include increasing the width of the walkway along Greenway South. 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

                                                              
 

Madeleine Marie Weidhaas-Laury, wife of the late Stephan Laury, passed away on April 11, 

2016 at Sunrise Senior Living in Richmond Heights.  She is survived by her mother, Josette, 

three adult children, Domenic, Marianne and Stephan Laury; sister, cousin, sister-in-law, and  

aunt.  

 

A memorial service will be held at 11am on Monday, April 18 at the church of the Little 

Flower, 1264 Arch Terrace in St. Louis.  Donations are requested to Stray Rescue of St. Louis. 

 

Madeleine had been a Parkview resident from 2003-2015.  
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Randall Markarian, President, Community  

         Relations 

Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

     

Beth Fagan, Vice President, Community  

         Relations, Neighborhood Communications 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 503-1136 

 

Jim Warren, Treasurer, Infrastructure, Parks &      

         Trees 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker-                      

Mark Jacobs, Infrastructure, Security 

stljakes@charter.net   

6229 Washington   H: 863-5108  C: 359-9771 

   

Trisha Pflantz, Community Relations, Welcome    

           Packets, Events 

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 664-7714   C: 265-7945                        

    

Sandy Schenck, Trees & Parks                     
sandy.schenck@gmail.com 

6211 McPherson     C: 378-7891  

 

 

 

  

           DeBaliviere Rep      

holtgrievemp@hotmail.com  

6342 Pershing   H: 725-7791    C: 306-5514                         Tim Swanson, Infrastructure, Trees & Parks  

        Swanny.kt@gmail.com    

Jessica Angelette, Legal, Gates               6350 Waterman  C: 374-6008    

jessicaangelette@gmail.com         

 6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436                                

                

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review    
larafuchs105@hotmail.com                                                   

6219 Pershing         H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597        

 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

  

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting 

extra patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW: 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkview12agents@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:stljakes@charter.net
mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.schenck@gmail.com
mailto:holtgrievemp@hotmail.com
mailto:Swanny.kt@gmail.com
mailto:jessicaangelette@gmail.com
mailto:larafuchs105@hotmail.com
mailto:parkview12agents@gmail.com
http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/

