
 1 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ALLEY CAT 

 

When the Alley Cat stopped by for his monthly visit, he seemed relaxed and in an 

easy mood.  I suspected he wanted to be petted.  I love to hear him purr when I 

stroke him under the chin.  In fact I guess both he and I would get lots of pleasure 

if I never stopped petting him.  “Not much happening this month in Parkview”, he 

said.  “The only thing you can write about in the August edition is the weather, eh?  

Certainly has been cool when compared to last year.  I along with all my feline 

friends have enjoyed the low temperature at night.  And we haven’t had to listen to 

the hum of air conditioners lately as we made our way around the neighborhood.” 

The cat continued, “However, there is one thing I have noticed for the past couple 

of months that I have been meaning to ask you about.  I’ve seen lots of moving 

vans and moving pods in the neighborhood.  It seems as though there are a number 

of people moving into Parkview just as soon as former residents vacate their 

homes.”  I responded by saying, “Yes, over the past year, there have been 18 new couples/families occupying 

homes in the neighborhood.”  He wondered, “How many homes are there in Parkview.”  “If my count is 

correct there are 255” I said.  “Why that means that 7% of the neighborhood residents are new,” he declared.  

“You have a very quick mathematical mind to figure that out”, I said as a way of complimenting him.  “Yes, I 

work at learning math in my spare time when I’m not trolling the alleys. Although I haven’t met all the new 

residents, I’m sure you will let them know that I’m a friendly cat who enjoys small handouts, especially of 

salmon.  And my partner, Malcolm, who keeps an eye on Washington, tells me he also enjoys a little extra 

dessert every now and then.”  As the Alley Cat, jumped from my lap, his parting comment was, “I had better 

get busy meeting some more of these new people. I always like to meet new folks.  See you next month.”       

 

 

 

Newsletter 
August 2013 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

These people made contributions to the August Newsletter—Nan and Steve Wisniewski, Susan 

Allen-Warren, Mary Ann Zaggy, Tiphanie Vogel, Trisha Pflantz, Claudia Horn, Lynn Huson, 

Rebecca Lobb, Judy Giraud, Jo Stern, and BJ Clutter.  As always, thank you. 

 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Nan and Steve Wisniewski 

  

      When I approached the house at 6313 Waterman I saw Steve and 

Nan Wisniewski working side-by-side on separate projects on the 

front porch.  The couple had just celebrated their oldest son’s 

wedding the past weekend, and seemed ready to jump into the next 

big thing.   

      For now, the next big thing is the rehabbing of their Parkview 

home.  “We moved in in June.  The night we closed we had a party 

here for all our friends and family and we have hosted a party for our 

son’s wedding already.” 

      We sat in the gutted family room as they told me their plans for 

their home.  Their black Labrador, Sophie, and their white Golden 

Retriever, Cody, kept us company while we talked.   

      “We put a lot of work into the back yard right away, including fixing up the pond.  We put goldfish in, and 

they’ve since doubled in size!” 

      Steve works for PNC Bank.  Nan works at Pottery Barn in Frontenac. 

      They have four sons: Kyle, 25, just married and graduated from Mizzou.  Kevin, 24, graduated from 

Colorado State, works for XXXXX and is living in and renovating a home in Dog Town.  Ted, 22, is a senior 

at Mizzou.  Chase, 18, is a freshman at Mizzou.  All four boys are members of the same fraternity, Beta Theta 

Pi.   

      Steve and Nan met in their senior year of high school.  “He was at Chaminade and I was at Visitation.”  

Interesting coincidence.  Their oldest son met his new bride in his senior year of high school as well.   

      For those who didn’t grow up in St. Louis, Chaminade College Preparatory School is a Catholic boys’ 

school and Visitation Academy is a Catholic girls’ school, both in West St. Louis County. 

      There’s more to the story of when they started dating, but you won’t read about it here.  “It’s kind of a 

long and involved story,” said Nan.  They’ll save it for when they get to know people a little better.  “It’s all 

good,” assured Steve. 

      “We married in ’84, so it will be 29 years in September,” Steve said.   

      They moved to Kirkwood and lived there for 4 years.  “We moved away from Kirkwood because the 

house was so small,” said Nan.  “We would have had to put the crib in the dining room or move to a bigger 

house.”  So they went to Chesterfield.   

      They lived in Chesterfield for 24 years.  It seems like the trend in Parkview is that people move here to 

raise their family, so why did the Wisniewskis choose Parkview after the boys have left home?   

      “We wanted a big project to work on.  We were ready for a big change.  This house became available and 

we jumped on it.”  “We’ll do our best to keep the original house; we want to keep the windows and doors, 

match the size of the floor planks, and keep fixtures when possible.”   

      “My main job is rehabbing houses. That’s what I do,” added Nan.   

      Steve shared this:  “After we moved in we learned Nan’s dad lived here [in Parkview] from 1924-1946 at 

6228 Washington Avenue.  Nan’s dad is Brooks Chassaing.  His parents, Joe and Freddie Chassaing.” 

      “We learned this a week before we moved in,” said Nan with a big smile.  “I looked it up in the Oasis 

book…  There it is!” 

      Besides rehabbing, how do they spend their free time?  

      “Steve golfs; I go along.  I played more when the boys were growing up.”  Travels to Europe are high on 

the list, as well as trips to Colorado for skiing or white water rafting.   

      Steve interjected, “Anything the boys like.” 

      Nan: “That’s how it is with kids.  If you go to a beach, you go snorkeling…  We like to move.  We’re not 

big sitters.”   
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      When I arrived to meet the couple they were working on the front porch.  As they walked me out at the 

end of our visit they picked up their tools and went right back to their work.   

      When you see the Wisniewskis at the next neighborhood event, ask them how the house is coming along.  

Maybe they’ll tell you the story of how they started dating!                 (Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

 

 

RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 

Anamaria Zaggy, (McPherson) daughter of Alan and Mary Ann Zaggy, participated in the creation of a large 

mural which was located on the grounds of Powell Symphony Hall. It was an undertaking of nearly two 

months with students from various schools, including Metro and U City High where Anamaria studies, 

collaborating with artist-teacher-mentor, Chris Burch, to plan and execute the work.  Anamaria and several 

other students were interviewed for an article which appeared in the St. Louis Beacon. 

 

Flint Fowler (Pershing), president of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater St. Louis, participated in the 

announcement that the organization will have the option to acquire a large part of the Carter Carburetor 

property where the main manufacturing building now stands.  This site is near the intersection of North Grand 

Blve.and Dodier Street.  

 

The Critics and Reader’s Pick of St. Louis Best included two Parkview residents: 

 

Best Local Author:  William H. Gass (Westminster), St. Louis’ literary lion, internationally known, has 

influenced modern literary criticism and numerous contemporary authors.   

 

Best Local Chef/Restaurateur:  Gerard Craft (Pershing) listed as a great chef and a great businessman.  

 

 

 

PARKVIEW PUZZLER by Susan Allen-Warren 

 

 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  This photo was taken in Parkview.  

The photographer was standing in the street or on the sidewalk within our 

neighborhood.  Can you identify the address?  Send your answer to 

parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging rights.  The answer and name of 

the first person to send in the correct answer will be published in the next 

newsletter.  By the way, the resident of this house is not eligible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winner of the July Puzzler is Christine Knoten on July 13
th

, followed by Bill 

Broun on July 14th.  Both correctly identified the beautifully striped house at 6334 

McPherson.  Thanks for playing! 
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Join us for the monthly 

Parkview Book Club! 

 
http://galileo.d11.org/Drama%20Club%20Slideshow/Forms/DispForm.aspx?ID=3 

 

When:  August 27
th

 @ 7PM 

Where:  Peggy Szwabo’s home @ 6318 Washington Avenue 

What:  The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 

 

Those with last names A to M, please bring a drink, snack or dessert to share! 
 

New members, please RSVP to get added to the E-vite:  Tiphanie Vogel (tiphanievogel@aol.com). 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   * 

NEIGHBORS BEING NEIGHBORS  by Trisha Pflantz 

 

If you need a little help from your neighbors, we're at your service. Neighbors Being 

Neighbors will provide meals or other help to Parkview residents who have welcomed a 

new baby, are struggling with a serious illness, have had a death in the family, or have 

some other need for temporary assistance.  

 

Neighbors Being Neighbors is a project of Parkview's Hospitality Committee. The 

committee wants to offer residents a variety of ways to connect with their neighbors.  

  

Trisha Pflantz is the contact for residents who need support, as well as residents who can 

volunteer to help. Several Parkview residents have signed up to help neighbors in need. 

In order to respect the privacy of residents who may need help, Trisha will provide only pertinent information 

to volunteer residents about a family's needs and how best to meet them. 

 

For further information, contact Trisha at 314-664-7714 or by email at tpflantz@gmail.com 

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com
tel:314-664-7714
mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com


 5 

 

 

NEW RESIDENTS 

 

Danielle and Bert Vescolani, Antonella, Isabella, and Leonardo,  6346 Pershing 616-780-5945 

  Former resident:  H. S. Iglauer 

 

Lisa Caplan and Shane Hieronymus, 6335 Waterman, 910-1755.  Former owner:  Sheila Onuska 

 

  

GET YOUR CHALK  

It’s time once again to Get Your Chalk On!  The Delmar Loop hosts its 3
rd

 annual chalk festival on August 

31
st
 (rain date: Sept. 1

st
) at the Chuck Berry Statue, 6555 Delmar, from 9AM - 5PM.   

Artists will register and compete in one of four categories: 

·   Best of The Loop Theme: The Loop was designated “One of the 10 Great Streets in America” by the 

American Planning Association.  Show us what you love most about The Loop! 

·   Chalk of Fame: Choose an inductee from the St. Louis Walk of Fame and portray an important 

aspect of his or her life or achievements through chalk.   

Visit stlouiswalkoffame.org/inductees/ for information about the inductees. 

·   Most Creative: What would you like to share with us? This category is up to you! 

·   Chalk Land: Chalking space for children ages 12 and under! 

Entry Fees for Artists (includes all supplies): 
·   $10 for adults (ages 18 and up) 

·   $8 for students (ages 13-18) 

·   $4 for children (12 and under) 

·   Free for spectators!  

The winning artists in each category will be featured on The Loop’s website with photos of their winning 

artwork, artistic biographies, and links to their portfolios or personal websites. Winners will also receive cash 

prizes, as well as gift certificates from a variety of Loop businesses. Sponsors include Blick Art Materials, 

The Melting Pot, and the Delmar Loop. 

To register, entrants should go to http://visittheloop.com/about/events/  .  After registration is complete, 

artists should print out the confirmation of payment and bring it along with them to the event check-in at 9AM 

on August 31
st
 at the Chuck Berry Statue.  On the morning of the event, participants will receive chalk and 

designated areas where they can get their chalk on! 

For pictures of previous Get Your Chalk On artwork, visit http://bit.ly/1584KEw . 

 

If you would like more information on this event, please contact Loop Special Business District Director of 

Marketing Jessica Bueler at VisitTheLoop@gmail.com or at (314) 583-2181.  

 

 

 

http://stlouiswalkoffame.org/inductees/
http://visittheloop.com/about/events/
http://bit.ly/1584KEw
mailto:VisitTheLoop@gmail.com
tel:%28314%29%20583-2181
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PARKVIEW HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY TURNS 20!  by Claudia Horn 

 

 

Twenty years ago this October a small group of Parkview women who shared a love of 

gardening came together and formed the Parkview Garden Club. Soon re-named the 

Parkview Horticultural Society (PHS), none could have imagined they were sowing 

seeds that would thrive two decades later. 

 

From the start, the mission of PHS was to offer its members monthly programs on diverse 

horticultural topics to inspire their personal gardening efforts. In time, the focus broadened 

to include the greater community and leaving a legacy that would honor the philosophy of the 

“architects” of our urban oasis. The landscape design and planting of Rothschild Park; the 

writing and publication of a guide to the trees of Parkview; inventories and detailed maps of the 

neighborhood street and park trees; annual plant exchanges; garden tours; tree walks; donations to 

Gateway Greening’s Great Perennial Divide, to name a few, have addressed these priorities over the years.  

 

The fellowship that has grown out of PHS has been one of its greatest rewards. Men, women, longtime 

residents, new ones, novices as well as master gardeners, and recently, members from other neighborhoods, 

enjoy its social and culinary delights as much as the exchange of horticultural information.  

 

The Parkview Horticultural Society will celebrate a milestone anniversary in October. In the meantime, the 

2013 - 2014 season kicks off on September 18 with a very special speaker - Parkview’s own Maggie Hales, 

who is Executive Director of the CityArchRiver 2015 Foundation,  which has the massive task of coordinating 

the National Park Service, Missouri Department of Transportation, Great Rivers Greenway, City of St. Louis, 

Metro East Park and Recreation District, and others in an effort to revitalize and connect the Arch, river and 

region. 

 

The Parkview Horticultural Society meets at 7 p.m. from September through May on the third Wednesday of 

the month. For more information, watch for notices in the Parkview News and/or contact Claudia Horn, 994-

7817/cevemink@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

NEWS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

 

Send Parkview news to giraudstl@gmail.com by the 10
th

 of the month for 

inclusion in the Newsletter which is distributed around the 15
th

 of the month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:giraudstl@gmail.com
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF PARKVIEW AGENTS 

Wednesday, July 31, 2013, 7:00 PM 

 

 

Agents Present  -  Mary Broun, Lee Lawless, Beth Fagan, , Amrit Gill, Randall Markarian, Chris Mutrux, 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Eli Shuter, Sandy Schenck, Jessica Angelette and Lynn Huson 

 

Agent Absent  -  Jim Warren 

 

Introduction of New Agents – The president welcomed the new agents and introduced them to the other 

agents.  She also discussed what to expect at the meetings and agents duties. 

 

Trees – Omni has been in the neighborhood 3 times recently to trim trees, remove dead trees from Westgate 

park and on Washington and to remove dead limbs from McPherson, Washington and Washington park.  

“Dead wooding” of limbs three inches or larger will be done in late fall and early winter.  The policy is that 

any damage sustained by a fallen tree or branch is the responsibility of the homeowner on whose property the 

tree is situated.   

 

Gates – With the exception of the Westgate gate, all gates are functioning properly.  The Westgate gate has 

been broken twice since replacement in June.  Birdsong will be in Parkview in the fall to program cars for the 

center gate at a cost of $50 per car.  If the resident turns in a working remote control for the gate there will be 

no charge.  Please contact Chris Mutrux via email, jacmutrux@charter.net, if interested.  More information to 

follow. 

 

Hospitality – The annual picnic was rained out after the first hour but most of the meat was cooked and some 

beer consumed.  First Fridays in the parks have been moderately successful.  The next one is 8/2 in 

Washington Park.  The final one for the season will be 9/6.  The fall Chili Cook Off is scheduled for 10/27. 

 

Infrastructure –  Streets and Curbs - Holloran is scheduled to repair the curb by Rothchild Park.  

Westminister, McPherson and Waterman are scheduled to be paved 8/13-15, weather permitting, by West.  

The schedule is as follows: 

 

Sweeping of Washington including the north part of Westgate plus Center Tues. 8/13 (street will be 

closed during the day.) 

 

Sweeping McPherson, Waterman, Westminster Wed. 8/14 (street will close from 11PM on the 13th to 

6PM on the 15th.) 

 

Chip and Seal three above Thurs. 8/15. 

 

Signs will be placed throughout Parkview. 

 

Monument Lights – Three bids to repair the monument lights were received.  A decision was made to wait 

until the end of the year to determine if the repairs will be made. 

 

Security – Incidents in the neighborhood have been at a minimum over the summer.  A garage was broken 

into but there was no sign of forced entry.  A car with keys left in it was stolen.  A1 Security is present in the 

neighborhood 35 hours per week in 5 hours shifts. 

 

Meeting Adjourned – Lynn Huson, Secretary 

mailto:jacmutrux@charter.net
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CLASSIFIED SECTION OF THE NEWSLETTER 
 

This section is open to all Parkview residents.  You may list items you wish to sell, give away, or 

want.  ADS FOR REAL ESTATE ARE PROHIBITED.  There is a 35 word limit including the 

resident’s name and telephone number (or e-mail).  The ad must be submitted by the 10
th

 of the 

month to Rebecca Lobb at lobbrebecca@gmail.com for inclusion in the Newsletter for that month. 

It is distributed around the 15
th

 of the month.  Items listed may be repeated only once in the next 

edition.  The Newsletter editor reserves the right to edit or deny material submitted, and neither 

the editor nor the Parkview Agents take any responsibility for the accuracy of ads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Items or Services Wanted 

 
Piece for Hamilton Hall Martin c 1911 wall safe.  Bernie Elkin suggested that the piece could be 
found in a comparable safe. Please let us know if you are considering removing a similar safe.                                                                                                                                                                 
Contact: Pat McCauley, 314-727-9655, mpmccauley@earthlink.net  

 
Reliable after school sitter wanted for 1st and 3rd grade students starting August 20. Must be 
able to drive or meet students at bus stop. crmccorkle@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for Skinker DeBaliviere News 

mailto:lobbrebecca@gmail.com
mailto:mpmccauley@earthlink.net
mailto:crmccorkle@gmail.com
http://skinkerdebaliviere.wordpress.com/


 9 

PARKVIEW AGENTS 
 

 

Mary Broun, President & Community Relations 

mbbroun@sbcglobal.net            

6348 Washington                      862-2240 

 

Lee Lawless, Vice-President, Infrastructure,       

          Legal 

lee_lawless@fd.org 

6301 Washington                      727-4097   

 

Beth Fagan, Co-Treasurer 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing                           725-3524 

 

Jim Warren, Co-Treasurer, Irrigation, Park 

                Maintenance          

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington                      727-2213 

   

 

Amrit Gill, Infrastructure, Building Plan                       

              Review (City)* 

amrit@restorationstl.com  

Lynn Relic-Huson, Secretary & Legal 

311 Westgate                            862-5369 

relichuson@aol.com   

 

Randall Markarian, Security 
randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman                         727-7299 

 

Chris Mutrux, Gates, Building Plan Review     

                 (U. City)* 

jacmutrux@charter.net    

217 Westgate                            706-4020 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Hospitality, Welcome  

     Packets, Skinker-DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgreivemp@hotmail.com 

6342 Pershing                           725-7791 

 

 

Eli Shuter, Trees and Parks 

ers7345@bjc.org 

6240 McPherson                       863-0220

6218 Waterman                        727-5200 

        Sandy Schenck, Trees, Parks, Security 

Jessica Angelette, Legal & Hospitality                                sandy.schenck@gmail.com   

jessicaangelette@gmail.com     6211 McPherson                       863-1122 

6210 Waterman                        546-7436   

 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

Security:  A-1 Security (pager)  314-726-1717  

Officer Berry  Cell:  314-285-7077  

Officer Pettis   Cell:  314-378-3490  

Emergency:  911 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkviewweb@gmail.com 

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=mbbroun%40sbcglobal.net
mailto:lee_lawless@fd.org
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:amrit@restorationstl.com
mailto:relichuson@aol.com
mailto:randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:jacmutrux@charter.net
mailto:holtgreivemp@hotmail.com
mailto:ers7345@bjc.org
mailto:sandy.schenck@gmail.com
mailto:jessicaangelette@gmail.com
mailto:parkview12agents@gmail.com
http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/

