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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

  

 

         

 

                       The Alley Cat is on vacation……                

 

 

 

 

     may return next month. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
August 2014 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

Contributors to this month’s Newsletter are:  Amy, Dan, Ella, and Finn Orlowsky, Susan Allen-

Warren, Judy Giraud, Tiphanie Vogel, Trisha Pflantz, Chris Kirmaier, Judy Zwicker, Al 

Katzenberger, Christina Dougherty, Lara Fuchs, Sandy Schenck, and Rebecca Lobb.  Your help is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Amy and Dan Orlowsky and their two childen, Ella and Finn 

 

      The flash of ginger is Finn, age six.  The sun-streaked blond is four-year-

old Ella, hair flowing like a breeze through a wheat field.  They stand side by 

side snuggled in their pajamas this evening, assessing the visitor with quizzical 

eyes. 

      The four-legged greeter, aloof and regal, waiting for the obligatory pat, 

would be Sophie. She is silvery grey, with all the dignity a 14-year-old cat 

should display. 

      This is the home of Dan and Amy Orlowsky at 6219 McPherson.  

Previously from the Tower Grove neighborhood, they bought their Parkview 

house in January of this year and moved in on June 2
nd

. 

     “We were looking for older homes near Forest Park for a year and a half,” 

Dan said.   

     “This neighborhood is especially convenient,” added Amy.  “Finn attends 

Forsyth School right down the street.  Ella starts this fall.” 

      Dan grew up in Morristown, New Jersey; Amy in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  They met while in college 

in North Carolina.  He was at High Point University, while she was attending the University of North Carolina 

at Greensboro.  He majored in History; she earned a degree in Biology and Occupational Therapy. 

      They moved to D.C. after Dan completed Law School.  Dan wanted to do more litigation and trial work, 

so the couple moved to St. Louis in 2005 where his law firm, Thompson Coburn, LLP, has their main office.   

      “Most of our family is still in North Carolina,” said Amy.  

      When Amy paused, the kids chimed in with, “She’s shy.”   

      “My mom puts a lot of detail into decorating,” Finn declared.  “And Mom is good with birthday parties.  

And she goes out to dinner.”  (Mom smiled.)   

      Dan said, “It’s true.  We do like to eat out.  Being able to explore and walk to a lot of places here is great.  

Before, we didn’t have a chance to frequent a lot of Loop restaurants.”  

      When asked her favorite places to eat, Ella (yes, she really is only four) was able to rattle off an 

impressive list of eateries: “The Brasserie (Central West End), Pastaria (Clayton) and The Block (a Diner/Pub 

in the CWE).”  

      Finn quickly inserts himself into the conversation.  He has spent this week at Zoo camp, which promises 

to include an overnight that he’s excited about. 

      When not in camp what does Finn do for fun?  Chess and other board games.   

      “I like to play chess.  I even have a magnet set so you can play up-side-down!”   

      Dad reminded him that recently his attention was drawn to the world cup.  At this Finn sang out “Soccer!” 

with all the enthusiasm of a future sports announcer.   

      Finn continued about his favorite game, chess.  “One time I beat my mom with my third move.”    

      “You trapped me in the corner,” Amy confirms.  ”I was cooking dinner, but he beat me, legit,” she said 

with a smile. 

      Favorite place?  Visiting grandparents in North Carolina and going to the beach.   

      Favorite trip?  The Bahamas earlier this summer.  “The water was very deep and I could stand up in it,” 

said Ella. 

      “I learned how to open my eyes under water without goggles,” piped up Finn.  “And I touched a dolphin.” 

      What do you want to be when you grow up?  “A scuba diver that works with Coral.”  He talked about 

some recent tidal pool discoveries when at the beach. 
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      Asking Ella the same question resulted in a hair-choreography performance as she tossed her tresses 

thoughtfully from side to side.  “Ummmmmmm…” 

      Perhaps a princess… Perhaps an astronaut… Perhaps an astronaut-princess… It’s obviously an unfair 

question to ask of a four-year-old.  I guess I just wanted to see that sparkly smile again. 

      Just as they are with this interview, the kids are at the center of Dan and Amy’s life.  In her spare time 

Amy reads novels and works on decorating the house to fit their personal style. 

      Amy said, “I like the layout of the house, the way the foyer opens into the main floor, and how the landing 

at the top of the stairs opens into the second floor.   

     “But it’s really the neighborhood,” added Dan.  “It’s beautiful.  It’s still city living with lots of kids 

around.” 

      Let’s welcome the Orlowskys to Parkview. 

(Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

 

 

PARKVIEW PUZZLER, Aug 2014 

 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  This photo was taken in 

Parkview.  The photographer was standing in the street or on the 

sidewalk within our neighborhood.  Can you identify the address?  

Send your answer to parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging 

rights.  The answer and names of the first people to send in the correct 

answer will be published in the next newsletter.  By the way, the 

resident of this house is not eligible! 

 

 

 

 

The July puzzler fooled several of you, proving the old adage that the devil is indeed in the details.  The 

picture on the left is the July puzzler.  This house is located at 6351 Pershing.  On the right is a photo of the 

look-a-like balcony on the house at 6209 Washington.  Christine Knoten sent in the correct answer on July 

14
th

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all for playing and congratulations Christine on another Parkview Puzzler win! 

 

(By Susan Allen-Warren)
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STREET RESURFACING 

 

 

     All of Pershing and the 

south end of Westgate were 

resurfaced with oil and 

chips on July 21.  This 

completes phase three of the 

street maintenance in 

Parkview.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

STREET SWEEPING FOR U. CITY 

 

The third and final street sweeping of the University City portions of Parkview will be Tuesday, 

September 30, 2014.  Please move your cars as best as possible.  

 

Note:  Residential street sweeping is unlike leaf collection. It is performed to remove normal debris 

which collects along the curb line over the course of time.  Do not rake leaves, grass clippings or other 

yard waste into the street for collection. 

 

 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PARKVIEW SINGERS 

 
 

 

The Bel Canto Chorus of St Louis is a non-audition, community choir that 

brings people together to sing beautiful and challenging classical and 

contemporary choral music.  Several Parkview residents currently sing with 

the chorus.  We rehearse weekly during the fall and spring semesters (late 

August through early May) in University City, MO. Rehearsals for the fall 

season will begin Monday, August 25.  Openings are available for all 

voice parts.  Click on this link for more information on the group 

http://belcantostl.org/  or contact Judith Giraud at judith.stl@gmail.com 

 

 

http://belcantostl.org/
mailto:judith.stl@gmail.com
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(not pictured--Sherida) 

 

Marie-Laure is a blind Parisian girl who has sought refuge with her great-uncle in a small coastal town during 

the German occupation of France. 

 

Werner is a German orphan who has turned a blind eye to Nazi atrocities so that he can survive his 

indoctrination into the Nazi army. 

 

The two teenagers meet briefly during the waning days of World War II in All the Light We Cannot See, by 

Anthony Doerr, which the Parkview Book Club discussed at its July meeting. 

 

The Nazis used radios and restricted access to news to control both German citizens and those living under its 

occupation. Werner, who has grown up tinkering with radios, finds himself developing the technology to 

allow Nazi soldiers to locate rogue broadcasters. Marie-Laure and her reclusive great-uncle, a World War I 

veteran, are among those rogue broadcasters, sending out key information on behalf of the French Resistance.  

 

When their paths eventually cross, Werner must decide whether to stay true to the Nazi cause – or whether to 

follow his conscience. 

 

Book club members were particularly interested in the novel’s title, which could refer literally to Marie-

Laure’s blindness, or figuratively to the many small acts of courage and kindness that various characters 

display during the course of the book. Those acts stood in stark contrast to the scenes set in the Nazi training 

school, where Werner learns that cruelty and contempt for human life are the norms. 

 

The book club will meet again at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 26, at the home of Mary Abkemeier, 6372 Washington 

Ave., to discuss Unspoken, by Angela Hunt. The novel focuses on the relationship between an animal 

researcher and the gorilla whom she has taught to communicate in sign language. 

 

Any Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the book club. To receive emails about future 

book club meetings, contact Tiphanie Vogel at tiphanievogel@aol.com. (Written by Trisha Pflantz) 

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com


 6 

 

BE CAREFUL/THANKFUL FOR WHAT YOU WISH FOR  by Chris Kirmaier 

 

Back in the June newsletter I think I gushed that I 

hoped I’d see lots of chewed-up leaves on plants.  Did I have 

the picture on the left in mind???!!!  The plant is Indian Pinks 

(Spigelia marilandica), a Missouri native.  These put on a 

spectacular red and yellow flower show in May and are 

reblooming now.  (It’s a great hummingbird plant!)  In mid-

June when I took this picture, it looked like a hole punch gone 

wild!  This is the work of female Leaf Cutter Bees and there is 

a long list of plants they will harvest like this.   Leaf Cutter 

Bees are solitary – no hive.  The female takes these pieces of 

leaves and rolls them into a tube to line individual cells for 

each egg she lays (in places like soft wood or hollow stems or 

holes in the ground).  

 

             The second picture shows you what I think are two 

Leaf Cutter Bees.  They are very small and near the top of the 

picture – one on the left and one on the right.  Three, larger, 

Honeybees are near the bottom center.  All are enjoying  

Butterfly Milkweed (Asclepias tuberosa).   I’m glad for any 

bees – Leaf Cutter or otherwise!  And I thank the Parkview 

residents who have Honeybee hives.  I know of two of you 

and your bees know me. 

 

 The last picture is of a critter new to our yard on Aug 

1 that was swooping over our pond picking insects out of the 

air.  I was lucky to be home, lucky when he sat down for a 

minute and incredibly lucky when our 15-yr old point-and-

shoot camera captured enough of a picture to identify and 

share this guy.   I believe (thanks to Google) this is a Twelve 

Spotted Skimmer (dragonfly).  That’s almost a 3-inch 

wingspan!  Those bright white spots blink in the sunlight 

like lighthouse beacons as he flies.  (Sorry girls, the female 

of the species isn’t so flashy – no white spots in the wings.)  

I’ve read the males are very territorial.  So maybe he’ll stick 

around for a while. 

  

At the top of the wish list is the Monarch butterfly 

that was in our yard on July 31.  A second one joined on 

August 1
st
.  I hope there will be Monarch caterpillars soon.  

All in all, I’m enjoying the bounty of insects buzzing 

around just as that dragonfly enjoyed the mosquitos, gnats 

and other bugs he was scarfing up.   Insect “damage” to the 

native plants means someone is getting fed.   So again I’ll 

say I hope I’ll soon be seeing eaten-up leaves  this time on 
the milkweeds by those Monarch caterpillars!  And, yes, all the Indian Pinks survived the “Attack of the Leaf 

Cutter Bees” just fine. 

 

                                                            (Chris Kirmaier is a Master Gardner and a Parkview resident.) 
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RESIDENTS’ SON IN THE NEWS 

 

Ben Zwicker, son of Steve and Judy Zwicker of 325 Westgate Ave., will be running the NYC Marathon on 

November 2, 2014.  Ben was brought up in Parkview and is now the Executive Chef at the T-Bar Grill in the 

Upper East Side of Manhattan.  Ben will be running with Team City Harvest, a charity that helps feed 2 

million in need each year.  For more information about Ben’s work, click on this website 

https://www.crowdrise.com/CityHarvest2014NYCMarathon/fundraiser/benjaminzwicker  

 
 

CIVIL WAR MONUMENT DEDICATED   from Al Katzenberger 
 

On August 15 a monument to the 56th United States Colored Troops (Civil War) was dedicated at the  

Jefferson  Barracks National Cemetery, Section 57.  These men were the first African-Americans from 

Missouri to join the Union forces.  They are buried in a mass grave at Jefferson Barracks as Unknown 

Soldiers.  After 150 years their names finally are memorialized at their grave.  This program was conducted 

by the St. Louis African-American History and Genealogy Society. Additional information about the 56th 

USCTs is available on the Internet. 

 

 

TELEPHONE AND E-MAIL CHANGES 

 

These changes have been received since the last Parkview Telephone List was issued: 

    

Jane Turner, 211 Westgate   691-1731 

Angela Miller, 6214 Pershing  488-8810 

    Viki Pimentel, 6314 Waterman  824-8454 

    Agent:  Chris Mutrux    jacmutrux@earthlink.net 

        

 

 

SHAVED ICE PARTY, TAKE 2  (by Trisha Pflantz) 

 

 

 

Rain may have spoiled our shaved ice “happy hour” in July … but we’ll take 

another shot at serving up the cool summer treat at August’s Final Friday in the 

Park. 

 

Cool Delights will be serving up six flavors of shaved ice during the event, 

which will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on August 29 at Washington Park. Bring 

your favorite yard games: horseshoes, croquet, bocce ball, Frisbee or anything 

else that strikes your fancy. 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

https://www.crowdrise.com/CityHarvest2014NYCMarathon/fundraiser/benjaminzwicker
mailto:jacmutrux@earthlink.net
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Wednesday, September 17, 2014 

 7:00 PHS Update 

7:30 Program 

* with discussion and refreshments to follow! 

 Science & Technology, Engineering, Arts & 

Mathematics (STEAM): The Challenges Ahead  
 

Bert Vescolani, President of the Saint Louis Science Center, 

member of the Board of Directors for Forest Park Forever, and 

our Parkview neighbor, will discuss the emerging crisis in 

attracting our youth to degrees and careers in the STEAM areas. 

Bert will elaborate on how this affects our community today and 

what the Science Center is doing to address these problems in 

order to attract young people to these fields. A vibrant 

community and a progressive attitude demand a full complement 

of bright minds turned to exploration and innovation in these 

fields.  

Please join us in a discussion of these community issues and 

learn how some of our most important community leaders are 

hoping to solve them.  

 

Please join us at the home of 

our host: 

Ann Robison 

6252 Westminster 

 

 RSVP: 

(314) 863-1095 

Or 

annrrobison@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:annrrobison@hotmail.com
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A SECURITY REMINDER  (by Lara Fuchs) 

       

While the crime rates in Parkview are generally low, please remember that the best crime deterrent is a 

set of watchful eyes!  Please report all crime or suspicious activity as follows: 

 

1.  For EMERGENCIES endangering life/personal safety/significant risk to property, please call 911. 

 

2.  For NON-EMERGECY security concerns, please call either University City at 725-2211 or the 5th 

District Patrol of Saint Louis at 314-444-0001. 

 

3.  Please page our security company A1 at 726-1717.  Please be mindful that Parkview does not 

contract for full time security, so A1 agents may not respond immediately.  If they are aware of security 

risks to your home or property, such as a recent crime or a long vacation, they can increase patrols in 

your area during their contracted times.   

 

4.  Please email the Parkview Security Agents (larafuchs105@hotmail.com and 

randall@thinkbraces.com) so that we can stay abreast of crimes in the neighborhood.   

 

 

A GOOD RESOURCE FOR RESIDENTS by Sandy Schenck 

Parkview is now using a private online network called Nextdoor. On our Nextdoor site, neighbors can share 

contractor recommendations, post items for sale, make new connections, discuss Parkview events and more. 

More than 115 Parkview residents have already joined and if you haven't yet, I hope you will consider it. If 

so, BE SURE TO JOIN THE PRIVATE PARKVIEW GROUP under Skinker DeBaliviere, where only 

verified Parkview neighbors can post/view messages.  Click here for more information: 

https://nextdoor.com/invite/dgnzvzrcpzabxjmjapvx 

tel:314-444-0001
https://nextdoor.com/invite/dgnzvzrcpzabxjmjapvx
https://nextdoor.com/invite/dgnzvzrcpzabxjmjapvx
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CLASSIFIED SECTION OF THE NEWSLETTER 
 

This section is open to all Parkview residents.  You may list items you wish to sell, give away, or 

want.  ADS FOR REAL ESTATE ARE PROHIBITED.  There is a 35 word limit including the 

resident’s name and telephone number (or e-mail).  The ad must be submitted by the 10
th

 of the 

month to Rebecca Lobb at lobbrebecca@gmail.com for inclusion in the Newsletter for that 

month. It is distributed around the 15
th

 of the month.  Items listed may be repeated only once in 

the next edition.  The Newsletter editor reserves the right to edit or deny material submitted, 

and neither the editor nor the Parkview Agents take any responsibility for the accuracy of ads. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Services Wanted: 

 
Looking for after-school Sitter or Mother's Helper for 3 children ages 8, 7 and 3;  
Monday-Thursday 4-6 pm;   Fridays ~3-6pm.  If interested call 314-721-2404 
 

 

Donations Wanted: 

 
Donate good condition, all seasons children's clothing, birth-5 year (e.g. coats, bathing 
suits, shoes, hats, etc.) for teaching creative reading and literacy at Community Colleges 
for preschool teachers. Drop off, all summer, 6370 Pershing. 
 
Contact: Annette netharbar@aol.com 
 

 

Wanted to Rent: 

 
Garage bay for storage of classic sports car.  Needs minor electric power available for 
battery maintainer/trickle charger. Car is insured; no risk to owner.  Gary Carr, 6253 
Westminster. Email:  gtc10485@aol.com or  725-6464 
 
 

   

 

  

 

 

Click here for Skinker DeBaliviere News 

mailto:lobbrebecca@gmail.com
mailto:netharbar@aol.com
http://skinkerdebaliviere.wordpress.com/
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 
 

 

Mary Broun, President, Community Relations, 

    Neighborhood Communications 

mbbroun@sbcglobal.net            

6348 Washington     H:  862-2240   C: 322-2015 

 

Beth Fagan, Co-Treasurer 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 541-2625 

 

Jim Warren, Co-Treasurer, Infrastructure,       

    Parks          

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

   

Amrit Gill, Infrastructure, Building Review                       

amrit@restorationstl.com  

6218 Waterman       H: 727-5200    C: 960-5400 

Randall Markarian, Security, Vice President 
Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

 

Chris Mutrux, Gates, Building Review     

jacmutrux@earthlink.net    

217 Westgate         H: 863-4134   C: 706-4020   

    

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker-    

      DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgreivemp@hotmail.com 

6342 Pershing        H: 725-7791   C: 306-5514 

 

Trisha Pflantz, Welcome Packets, Events 

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 644-7714   C: 265-7945                        

   

        Sandy Schenck, Trees 

Jessica Angelette, Legal                sandy.schenck@gmail.com   

jessicaangelette@gmail.com     6211 McPherson     H: 863-1122   C: 378-7891 

6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436     C: 546-7436   

        Tim Swanson, Infrastructure, Trees 

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review   swannies@swbell.net  

larafuchs105@hotmail.com                                                   6350 Waterman      H: 571-9444    C: 374-3224 

6219 Pershing         H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597   

       

                                 

         

 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

  

                     Parkview Information 

 

Security:  A-1 Security (pager)  314-726-1717  

Emergency:  911 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkviewweb@gmail.com 

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=mbbroun%40sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:amrit@restorationstl.com
mailto:Randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:jacmutrux@earthlink.net
mailto:holtgreivemp@hotmail.com
mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.schenck@gmail.com
mailto:jessicaangelette@gmail.com
mailto:swannies@swbell.net
mailto:larafuchs105@hotmail.com
mailto:parkview12agents@gmail.com
http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/

