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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

“Come on!  Hurry up!  We are going to be late and I hate being late.”  “You sound 

like my granddaughter who tells me how slow I am getting.  Take it easy, will you?  

You have four legs and I have only two.”  Several weeks ago I had told the Alley Cat 

about the movie in the park and asked him if he was interested in going with me. 

Hardly had I spoken the words when he rolled over, purred, and looked at me with 

those eyes.  His looks shouted, yes! “Did you bring any money for popcorn?” He 

asked.  “No, both the popcorn and drinks are free.”  “Wow! That means I can eat 

until I am stuffed.”  “No, just eat until you have had enough.” I told him.  “By the 

way, what is the name of the movie?  I hope it is not one of those westerns you told 

me you used to watch when you were a kid.  As I was beginning to explain that these 

were the only kind of movies my parents would let me watch, he broke in 

asking,”Are you going to tell me what is the name of the movie or are you going to 

keep me in suspense until we actually see it?’  “The title of the movie is, Ghostbusters.  Incidentally why the 

hurry today?  The movie isn’t until Saturday, August 20 at 7:30”  “Why didn’t you tell me that?  Had I known 

that I would not have been so excited today.  By the way, where will it be shown?”  “In Pershing Park.  

Although it begins at 7:30 we should get there a little early to claim a good spot to view it.” “You mean we 

should stake out our pad about noon on that Saturday?”  “That is a bit early.”  “Do you have a blanket we can 

sit on in the park?” “Yes.” “With the crowd that will be coming, maybe we should go scope out a spot in the 

park right now, today.  What do you think?”  “I think you are very anxious and we will have enough time if we 

go early Saturday evening.  We can get there together about 7 o’clock on the 20
th

.  That is only a week away.”  

“OK See you on the 20th. I think I can contain my excitement for a few more days.” 

Newsletter 
August 2016 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

Jon Barton, Susan Allen-Warren, Steven, Sharon, and Abigail George, Beth Fagan, Judy Giraud, 

BJ Clutter, Kelly Howard, and Trisha Pflantz contributed their time to this edition of the 

Parkview Newsletter.  Thank you. 

 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Steven, Sharon, and Abigail George 
 

     Sharon McCoy George and Steve George 

moved into the house at 6326 McPherson in 

February of 2015, and started right in on four 

months of renovation which included both 

inside and outside work.   

     They hired an architect to help them enlarge 

the kitchen, eventually opening it up into the 

dining room.  Then they turned the front sitting 

room into the formal dining room.  They were 

happy to save the butler's pantry by moving it 

back several feet, and then opening up a narrow 

swinging doorway, creating a more open floor plan.  On the second floor they put in a master bathroom, 

eliminating one small bedroom and the Jack and Jill bathroom set up.  The kitchen is equipped with a 

substantial La Cornue oven, installed during a previous restoration.  “It’s the same kind Julia Child used,” said 

Sharon.  It has two convection ovens and five burners, the center burner being extra large.  Sharon and Steve 

both expressed relief that the renovation is over, a project in which there was “a LOT of dust." 

      Sharon took a landscaping class at the Missouri Botanical Garden last year.  She has raised flower and 

vegetable beds, added to the back yard, and when at home enjoys spending most of her time in the garden.  This 

spring she noticed a rabbit hole inside one of the raised beds.  So, like many Parkview gardeners, she put wire 

around the beds to keep the critters out.  It was a few days before they spotted a litter of rabbit kittens hopping 

around inside one of the fenced-in containers!  They temporarily removed the fencing to release them.  

     Previously the Georges lived in Irvine, California for 19 years.  Sharon is originally from St. Charles. 

     The two met in college at Northwestern University in Chicago in the mid 80s.  They will be celebrating their 

30th wedding anniversary in August. 

     They attended medical school together at Mizzou.  “Unlike some of the other couples in med school Sharon 

and I studied together all the time," said Steve.  They completed their next stage of training in Seattle, 

Washington.  Later, Sharon had a family practice in Irvine where Milo, her certified therapy dog, sometimes 

accompanied her when seeing patients.  Sharon is board certified in Family Medicine, as well as Integrative and 

Holistic Medicine. (Apparently Milo only chases rabbits in his sleep now.) 

     Steve studied chemical engineering as an undergraduate, and continued in this field for his doctoral degree 

while in grad school, combining his love of medicine and engineering in the field of biomedical engineering. 

     What brought them to St. Louis?  Steve was contacted by Washington University in July of 2013 regarding 

an opening for Chair of Biomedical Engineering.  Their eldest child, Katie, was in college at their alma mater, 

Northwestern.  Abigail, the younger daughter, was going to be a high school senior.  So Steve came first (in 

July 2014) and Sharon stayed back in Irvine so Abigail could finish High School.   

     Once in St. Louis Steve moved into a large Wash U house on Forsyth temporarily until Sharon could join 

him and help pick out a house.  They looked at homes in the DeMun and Parkview neighborhoods, hoping to 

find something near Forest Park, and walking distance from campus.  When the McPherson house became 

available they scooped it up. 

     Katie plays ultimate frisbee for her University as well as for the Chigaco club team, Nemesis.  Her teams 

were traveling through St. Louis a few times since the George’s moved into Parkview, and they enjoyed hosting 

them.  The largest included both Northwestern teams for a total of 27 guests!  “That may be a record for the 

actual number of people that have ever spent the night here,” Steve said.   
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      Sharon and Steve can see how Katie's combined college interests are informing her professional future.  

Katie graduated in June with her bachelor’s degree in psychology, minoring in Computer Science and plans to  

work toward her Masters Degree in Computer Science.  “She likes studying the human interfaces in computer 

science,” said Sharon.   

     “She’s doing a summer internship on something called the UX team,” said Steve.  “The focus is on the user 

experience.  She got into ultimate frisbee in her sophomore year and played basketball in high school.”  Sharon 

added, “The team experience is important to her, which is good because computer science is so team based 

now.  Katie says she likes computer science because you can always find an answer.  She’ll be in Chicago till 

next spring or longer.” 

     Abigail, age 18, is attending Reed college in Portland, Oregon, having just finished her freshman year.  Steve 

said, “She’s looking in the humanities for her major.”  He added, “I grew up in Portland, so she has an aunt 10-

15 minutes away.  My best man at our wedding and his family are also there.  She is an independent person, but 

it’s nice to know she has extra resources out there.  Reed has been really good and she has found her people 

there.” 

     At home in Parkview for the summer, Abigail is enjoying learning to cook, said Sharon.  “She’s been 

experimenting a lot.” 

     The last eight years they lived in Irvine Sharon had a medical practice out of their home.  "I got to know and 

work closely with whole families."  Her most recent work in St Louis was with the Grace Hill Clinic in north St. 

Louis, now Affinia Health.  The work demands kept increasing until she was no longer able to practice 

medicine with the personal care she wanted to provide.  Currently she's working with a colleague to create a 

retreat for physicians in September about medical provider burn out, titled, "The Heart and Soul of Medicine." 

     Sharon also spends her time advocating for her 91 year-old mother in St. Charles, caring for her and 

accompanying her to medical appointments.  This experience has helped make her acutely aware of being on 

both sides of the patient/provider dichotomy.  “It can be very difficult to have a healing experience with our 

current health care system,” she said.  Eventually she hopes to devote her time to teaching medical students and 

residents how to bring positive change to the current medical system, while working within the system, and 

while avoiding burn-out. 

     When not biking or walking to work, Steve has other interests. "I like to cook.  I used to play basketball, 

which has become harder as I've passed age 50.  Now I'm kind of a golf nut.  Would you like to see?" 

     A trip up the stairs to the third floor leads one into Steve’s “golf cave”.  A large net on one end of the room 

catches the ball before it hits the wall behind it.  "The ceilings are shorter up here, but I can swing a five-iron 

and shorter.”  The black slash marks on the ceiling above are evidence of where he occasionally taps on his 

finish swing.  His hi-tech set-up has sensors on the floor that calculate the speed of the club, translates the swing 

into a simulated shot on a golf course, depicted on the screen of a monitor.  “It’s pretty accurate," he said. "It 

keeps me in shape over the winter.” 

     Help us welcome the Georges to Parkview!     (Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

 
 

U. CITY BULK PICK-UP 

 

The week of September 12-16 is bulky household items pick-up for Parkview’s U. City residents.  Place items 

curbside Sunday, September 11.  Be sure access to items is not blocked by parked vehicles.  Acceptable items 

are: Furniture, bedding, cabinets, doors/windows (all glass must be wrapped in cardboard), rugs, washers and 

dryers, refrigerators, small air conditioners, televisions, and carpet. Not acceptable: Hazardous materials, 

commercial items or business equipment, yard waste, tree trunks, logs, building or construction type 

debris/materials, tires, auto batteries and motors, railroad ties. 
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RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 

In the July 20 issue of Town and Style Joe Edwards (McPherson) is pictured on one of the Trolley Cars that 

will be making its way from U. City to Forest Park sometime in the spring of 2017.  Joe points out that the cars 

will have accoutrements like wood-paneled interiors and brass hardware.  A ride on these trolleys will take you 

back on a trip to memory lane. 

 

Amy and Amrit Gill (Waterman) plan a five-story apartment building in the Grove’s entertainment area.  They 

hope to begin building in October on the vacant lot at 4400Manchester.   

 

 

NEW RESIDENTS 

 

Adam Pratt and Jessica Smith, 6316 Westminster  Phone: 448-1460  

               Former owners:  Arthur and Beverly Platt 

Terence and Jan Niehoff, 6249 Pershing 

               Former owners:  Mark Tuck and Jason Stahnke   

Terrance and Joseph Barber, 6354 Waterman 

               Former owner:  Estate of Emily Richard  

Toni Pearson and Pietro Mazzoni and Luca Mazzoni (age 5) 6331 Waterman Home: 328-2627 

               Toni: 917-238-4935     Pietro: 917-270-043  Former owners:  Michael and Kunthearth Morrissey 

Sara and Stephen Douglass  6255 Pershing  Sara: 917-655-7305    Stephen: 917-655-7044 

               Former owners:  Phil and Kathleen Duckett 

 

 

WHAT DO YOU DO WHEN IT IS HOT OUTSIDE? 

 

On Sunday, July 24 the temperature was 100 degrees.  Some Parkview residents found a creative way to deal 

with the heat.  Jon Barton wrote, “A friend of ours brought her (the horse) over for the girls to ride. Her name is 

Indigo Sky. A couple of other kids in the neighborhood (and a few adults) rode her as well.” 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the left is a picture of Clara Barton (McPherson) and Rachel Solverud (Washington) having fun.  On the 

right is Jennifer Barton petting Indigo Sky.  (Photos by Jon Barton)  
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Saturday, August 20th @ 7:30 pm 

Come to Pershing Park to claim your spot 
and settle in beginning at 7:30 pm; 

the show will begin at 8:00 pm. 

Bring your blankets and chairs to watch Bill 
Murray and crew fight off NYC’s most 

outrageous ghosts from 1984. 

Popcorn and beverages will be provided. 

Parkview Outdoor Movie Night 
 

If there’s something strange in your neighborhood, 
Who you gonna call? “Ghostbusters!” 



6 

 

PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 
 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Standing (L to R): Kelly Howard, Susan Stang, Debby Rosenthal, Rosalyn Schultz, Sheri Tollefson, Christina Dougherty, Mary Ann Nielsen, Nancy 

Johnson, Judith Giraud   Seated (L to R): Deanne Flatley, Susan Warren, Trisha Pflantz 

     

     What happens in the moments and days following a tragic death? James Agee explores the shock, confusion 

and mourning that follow an untimely death, as well as the decisions that have to be made, in his Pulitzer Prize-

winning novel “A Death in the Family.” The novel is an autobiographical telling of the untimely death of 

Agee’s father, which happened when Agee was only six years old. 

     Jay is a young husband and father. He has been summoned home in the middle of the night by his alcoholic 

brother to visit their father, who is on the brink of death. When Jay arrives, he realizes that his brother has 

overstated their father’s condition. Wanting to both satisfy his family’s need for support and get back to his wife 

and children as soon as possible, Jay stays for a short time before heading back home late that evening. On the 

way home, Jay’s car runs off the road, and he is killed instantly. 

     The Parkview Book Club’s discussion of the novel centered largely around the role of faith and religion. 

Rufus, Jay’s six-year-old son and the omniscient narrator of the story, explores the differences among the adult 

family members when it comes to religion and faith. His mother and aunt are both religious women who seek 

comfort in their faith; his mother’s father and brother are atheists who challenge the women as they call upon 

God to help them accept the news of Jay’s death. Through Rufus’s narration, members could see how religion 

can be uplifting and comforting, or dangerous and damaging. 

     The book club also discussed the complexity of the characters. Agee’s descriptive writing style paints a 

magnificent picture of the inner thoughts and turmoil of the characters in the aftermath of the tragedy. But 

despite their internal richness, their lives and outward motions remain very constricted. Book club readers 

believed it was an authentic portrayal of the quiet complication of life; that due to social norms and the desire to 

avoid “rocking the boat,” we often internalize our genuine feelings and limit our interactions to that which feels 

safe and proper. 

     The August meeting of the Parkview Book Club will take place at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, August 30
th

 at the 

home of the club’s founder, Tiphanie Vogel (6347 Waterman). Tiphanie has selected one of literature’s most 

popular adventure tales, “Treasure Island” by Robert Louis Stevenson. 

     This will be Tiphanie’s last book club meeting before she and her husband relocate to Houston in September. 

While book club members enjoy reading and discussing the books every month, we all agree that a greater 

benefit of the book club is the camaraderie and connection it builds between us and our neighbors. Thank you, 

Tiphanie, for bringing us together to share our experiences, ideas, and perspective; to strengthen old friendships 

and make new ones; and to interact with our neighbors in a new and meaningful way. You leave a legacy of 

friendship from your too-brief time in Parkview.  

     If you are interested in joining the book club, please send an email to parkviewbookclub@gmail.com. Any 

Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the club, which typically meets on the final Tuesday of 

each month.     (Article written by Kelly Howard) 

mailto:parkviewbookclub@gmail.com


7 

 

 

 

  

 

Website Builder Needed 
 
 

 

 

Parkview's Agents are looking for an experienced website builder 

to help us redesign and relaunch Parkview's 

website:  www.ParkviewNeighborhood.org/Parkview 

 

Our goal is to have the site redone in a simple Content 

Management System that uses standard templates and can be easily 

updated by multiple people.  

 

Scope:  The website builder will recommend a CMS, set up 

standard templates and navigation, transfer content from current 

site, set up a photo gallery for historic photos,  fix current site's url, 

install analytics, install a password-protected section for residents, 

train 3-4 agents on site updating, and be available for six months to 

correct problems and help us tweek the site. 

 

Phase I:  If you would like to be considered, please send your 

resume and links to any sites you have built to 

parkview12agents@gmail.com.  You are encouraged to tell us what 

CMS you would use for the project. 

 

Phase II:  Qualifying candidates will be sent a specific sitemap with 

a short Request for Proposal/Bid. 

 

 

Beth Fagan 

 

314-503-1136 

Email:   beth.a.fagan@gmail.com 
 

http://www.parkviewneighborhood.org/Parkview
tel:314-503-1136
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Randall Markarian, President 

Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

     

Beth Fagan, Vice President 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 503-1136 

 

Jim Warren, Treasurer, Infrastructure 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker  

          DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgrievemp@hotmail.com  

6342 Pershing   H: 725-7791    C: 306-5514 

 

Jessica Angelette, Legal 

jessicaangelette@gmail.com 

6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436  

 

Sean Ebeling, Gates 

Sean.ebeling@edwardjones.com  

6359 Waterman  H: 721-8867 

 

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review 

larafuchs105@hotmail.com 

6219 Pershing       H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597 

 

Mark Jacobs, Security, Building Review 

stljakes@charter.net   

6229 Washington   H: 863-5108  C: 359-9771 

   

Cindy Knight, Hospitality, Communications/                                                   

            Handbook 

cynthia.knight@me.com 

6323 Westminster   C: 283-4288 

 

Trisha Pflantz, Hospitality, Welcome Packets  

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 664-7714   C: 265-7945 

    

Sandy Schenck, Trees  
sandy.schenck@gmail.com 

6211 McPherson     C: 378-7891 

 

Tim Swanson, Infrastructure 

Swanny.kt@gmail.com 

6350 Waterman  C: 374-6008 

 

The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting extra 

patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW: 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkview12agents@gmail.com 
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