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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

 I was expecting his visit as it was the second week in December. Usually my alley 

cat friend comes by early in the second week of each month.  However, when he 

had not shown at his customary time, I began to think he had hitched a ride with 

one of our Parkview cat lovers to Florida or somewhere where it was warmer.  But 

“old faithful” did arrive as he said he would when we spoke last month. “At first 

when I didn’t see you earlier in the week I thought you might have gone AWOL to 

a warmer climate,” I said to him.  “No indeed”, he protested, “I’m not afraid of a 

little cold. I’m running a bit late this month because I have been roaming the 

Parkview neighborhood admiring all the holiday decorations and lights.  It gives 

me such a warm and happy feeling to see all the bright colors.  This creates a 

festive mood for the season, and it creates a feeling of goodwill towards 

everyone…You folks surely know how to do things up right. Have you strolled the 

Parkview streets to look at all the homes?” he inquired. “No, I haven’t yet, but I am sure I will be doing that in 

the next several days” was my response. “Well you should, and also suggest that other residents of the 

neighborhood either take a walk or a drive around all of the streets. No need to look at decorations in other 

parts of the city without first visiting your own neighborhood” was his exhortation.  “I agree” was my reply.  

“My visit this time will be brief as I have lots of other things to do before the end of the year.  Besides it is a 

bit chilly out here this evening.  I must move along to keep warm.  Tell everyone Happy Holidays from the 

Alley Cat.  And if anyone is so inclined I’d appreciate a morsel of tuna or of salmon to munch on these next 

couple of weeks.  Goodbye.”  With those few words, he parted, but reassured me he would return next month.  

 

 

Newsletter 
December 2013 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

Ann Carr, Albert Webster, Mary Abkemeier, Michelle and Brian Fiedler, Tiphanie Vogel, 

Rebecca Lobb, Trisha Pflantz, Judy Giraud, BJ Clutter, Jo Stern, Susan Allen-Warren, Kelly 

Howard, Mary Broun, Jim Warren, Mary Pat O’Gorman, Madeleine Laury, and Lisa Oltz 

contributed to this December issue of the Parkview Newsletter.  Thank you.  

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Michelle and Brian Fiedler 

 

      Our featured family this month is Michelle and Brian Fiedler, 

who moved into 6224 McPherson from the Tower Grove 

neighborhood last June, after house hunting for a year-and-a-half.  

“We basically went from two blocks south of Tower Grove Park to 

three blocks north of Forest park.” said Michelle.  “We love the 

urban parks.” 

      Brian said Parkview was especially desirable because of its 

proximity to Washington University.  “I work at Wash U in the 

alumni development office,” said Brian.  “I oversee five different 

programs there:  The Law School, Social Work School, Parents 

Program, Athletics, and International programs.”  After calculating 

time spent in his weekly commute, “I figured I bought back eight hours of my life by moving here.”   

      Michelle added, “I work from home.  I am a grant writer and consultant for not-for-profit organizations.  I 

write grants and work on other resource and development projects, primarily through The Rome Group 

consulting firm.  I also do a little freelance writing, such as ghost writing employee newsletter articles for a 

banker over the past eight years.  It’s fun to find a theme to what could be a dry message.  You learn so 

much.” 

      Michelle continued, “I like being in the community around the university; the theatre, music, and art.  

Living here enables us to be a bigger part of that community.  We like the neighborhood’s walkablility… to 

campus, Forest Park, Delmar loop.  Living here enables us to feel connected to the city.”   

      As with so many in Parkview, two formidable four-legged guards protect the Fiedler’s home.  Maya is a 

typical grey Weimaraner, rescued as a pup from a family that Brian’s co-worker knew.  Barley, a rescue that 

resembles a black version of a Weimaraner, was saved three days before euthanization.   

      “Both are high energy dogs,” said Michelle.  “So we are walking the neighborhood twice a day.  We go to 

the parks and meet a lot of neighbors.” 

      Brian grew up in St. Louis and attended Wash U for his undergraduate degree.  Michelle grew up in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, attended college at the University of Minnesota and graduate school at Boston 

College, and lived in several different cities before meeting Brian.   

      So how did they meet? 

      “Michelle and I met in Milwaukee.  I went there to take a job with a consulting firm,” said Brian. 

      “I went back to be closer to family,” said Michelle.  “I never thought I’d come back, but I’m glad I did 

because that’s where I met Brian.  I was doing contract work.”  They worked in the same company in a big 

room subdivided by cubicles.  “We met in the cubicles.” 

      “It was a steamy office romance,” said Brian with a grin. 

      “It was a small office,” continued Michelle.  “We didn’t want people to think our relationship would 

interfere with our professionalism, so we kept it secret for a year.  I think some friends knew, but we kept it 

quiet”   

      Then one day some colleagues saw them holding hands in the parking lot, and the secret was out.  They 

were married soon after, honeymooning on the Amalfi Coast of Italy.  They continued to live in Milwaukee 

for six or seven years, and enjoyed being within walking distance of work in the downtown Milwaukee area. 

      Then in 2006 Brian visited St. Louis for a Wash U alumni event.  As an undergraduate he had been 

involved in the organizing of the annual student community-building event called Thurtene Carnival.  “It was 

April.  We had a reunion for the Thurtene Carnival, to honor the advisor who was retiring.”  Among the group  
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of visiting alumni, Brian was spotted as a skilled and experienced organizer, and offered a job.  So the couple 

decided to move to St. Louis. 

      Now Brian serves as advisor for the group that puts on the carnival, among his other duties.  “Thurtene 

Carnival is the oldest and largest student run carnival in the US.  It’s kind of a combination between 

‘Survivor’ and ‘The Apprentice’ for college juniors who make up the volunteers that put it together.” 

      What do they do when not working? 

      “Besides being attached to two leashes?” said Michelle with a smile.  “We like to walk, hike, cycle…” 

      “We did the MS150 a couple of years,” said Brian, referring to the 150 mile bicycling fundraiser for 

Multiple Sclerosis that takes place in rural Missouri each September. 

      “Cooking is a shared passion, something we enjoy doing together,” said Michelle.  “Especially on the 

weekends, then we’ll eat that all week.”  Brian has a smoker in the back yard and enjoys smoking meats.  

Brian’s parents live on a spacious property outside of Cape Girardeau where they have a sizable garden.  “We 

have a steady stream of produce coming from them each month.  We’ve done some canning…  We’ve had to 

get creative some months…it’s like our own personal farm co-op,” said Michelle.  

      Anything exotic?  

      They both thought a moment.  “Sauer Ruben,” which is a fermented turnip relish served like sauerkraut.  

“And Michelle makes Chow Chow, a green tomato relish,” said Brian.   

      When you see a couple walking in the neighborhood with their Weimaraner, Maya, and her shadow, 

Barley, help us welcome the Fiedlers to Parkview! (Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

 

 

 

RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 

The following Parkview residents received awards from Washington University Medical School 

Students for exemplary service in medical education at the Washington University School of Medicine.   

 

Bill Clutter (Washington) MD, associate professor of medicine and associate director of the House Staff 

Training Program, received a Distinguished Service Teaching Award from the Class of 2016. 

 

Glenn Conroy (Washington), PhD, professor of anatomy and of anthropology, received a Distinguished 

Service Teaching Award from the Class of 2016.  

 

Jane Conroy (Washington), PhD, professor of anatomy and of anthropology, was named professor of the 

year by the Class of 2016. 

 

Joel Price (Westgate), PhD, DPhil, professor of anatomy and neurobiology, received a Distinguished Service 

Teaching Award from the Class of 2016. 

 

     *    *    *    *    *    *    * 

 

Joe Edwards (McPherson) and his daughter, Hope Edwards, are the authors of the new book, St. Louis Walk 

of Fame: 140 Great St.Louisians.  
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 

 

Set in Seattle during World War II, 

“Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and 

Sweet,” written by Jamie Ford, tells 

the story of an often overlooked 

chapter in United States history. 

 Through the eyes of Henry, a 12-

year-old Chinese-American boy, we 

learn about the dark history of the 

Japanese internment camps when 

Henry’s best friend, a Japanese-

American girl named Keiko, and her 

family are evacuated to a camp in 

Idaho.  It forever changes the course 

of their lives, and tears them apart 

when their unlikely friendship and affection for one another is all that they feel they have to hold on to. 

 

Renni Shuter hosted the meeting on Dec. 3rd at her home on McPherson.  Members of the book club enjoyed 

the book immensely, though it left them with many questions — and with their imaginations running wild. 

What would have happened if Henry and Keiko hadn’t been separated?  Was the woman Henry eventually 

married, another Chinese-American who worked at the local post office, involved in his father’s plot to keep 

Keiko’s letters from him?  We may never know, but we agreed we would read another novel by Ford to find 

out the answers to those questions and more. 

 

The next book club meeting will be held on Jan. 28 at the home of Christina Dougherty, 6335 Westminster. 

The book that will be discussed, which was selected by Kelly Howard, is “And the Mountains Echoed,” by 

Khaled Hosseini.  The novel follows a brother and sister in Afghanistan who are separated when their father 

gives the daughter up for adoption.  Anyone who lives in Parkview and loves to read is welcome to join us!  If 

you would like to receive email invitations to book club meetings, contact Tiphanie Vogel at 

tiphanievogel@aol.com.  (Photo by Tiphanie Vogel.  Article by Kelly Howard, the sister of Trisha Pflantz) 

 

 

FIREWOOD THEFT 

 

Recently I took the opportunity to invest labor and money in an entire tree's worth of firewood.  It needed a 

least a year to dry, so we stacked it on either side of our garage in the alley, but on our property.  I came to 

realize it was slowly disappearing.  Thursday, December 5, I stapled clothesline all around the pile, in case 

someone was under the mistaken impression that the firewood was for public consumption.  Friday, more was 

gone. 

 

We'll be moving the pile in to my backyard as soon as possible.  I realize I could have stored it out of easy 

reach in the first place.  But we are dis-heartened to think that leaving it out back isn't an option in a 

neighborhood like ours. 

 

Albert Webster 

6300 Waterman 

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com
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                                                                          Save the Date 

for the 
Parkview Progressive Potluck 
On Saturday, March 8, 2014 

 
We thought it might be fun to share an informal dinner with neighbors. 

Here’s the plan:   Appetizer First Course with one group of neighbors at one house 
     Dinner Second Course with other neighbors at another house 

Everybody contributes something, either an appetizer for the First Course or 
a dish for the Second Course. 
 
To make it work, we need people to volunteer to Host either a first course or 
second course.  The First Course Host will provide beer, wine and soft drinks 
and enough room for 20-25 people.  The Second Course Host will provide 
drinks for dinner and enough sit down space and dinnerware for 9-10 people. 
Our plan is to have no money change hands.  There will be no charge to attend.   
The emphasis is on Informal and Neighbors …. and we’ll enjoy some food as we get to know each 
other or reconnect. 

Adults only this time 
 
If you are willing to Host a First Course or Second Course or want more info, please 
let Maggie Hart-Mahon know at mhartmahon@stlouisco.com (749-1453) or Mary 
Abkemeier (mary.abkemeier@fontbonne.edu). 
 
Mary Abkemeier says residents are already talking about it and some have volunteered.  You may 

still get in on the fun. 
 

    

*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    * 

 

 

THANKS FOR HELPING by Mary Pat O’Gorman 

 

A big THANK YOU to everyone who donated or helped collect items during the Skinker DeBaliviere 

October Food Drive. This was the first time Parkview participated in several years and we helped them collect 

over 1,000 items all together -- the largest drive in recent memory! The collection provided much-needed 

supplies for the Grace and Peace Fellowship, Grace United Methodist Church, New Cote Brilliante Church of 

God, and St. Roch Church pantries.    

 

FOX SIGHTING 

 

Madeleine Laury (Washington) reported seeing a young fox trotting the neighborhood near her house.  It 

then darted off to hide in one of the bushes at 6301.  The time—about 11pm Thursday. 

mailto:mhartmahon@stlouisco.com
mailto:mary.abkemeier@fontbonne.edu
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SIDEWALK  IMPROVEMENTS  by Jim Warren and Susan Allen-Warren 

                           

Sledge hammer pound                                   Cement truck pour 

           Concrete Smoothing                          Lime Slurry Filler                        1905 Sidewalk Marker 

 

SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS FOOTNOTES 

Sledgehammer Pound 

When possible, the concrete company workers pounded out the slabs with sledgehammers and use crowbars 

to lift the rubble.   

 

Cement Truck Pour 

Once the old sidewalk pad was removed, new concrete was poured. 

 

Concrete Smoothing 

Final touches were completed. The next day the dried surface was washed to expose the aggregate (rock and 

sand) to better match the older concrete. 

 

Lime Slurry Filler 

An A-1 worker leaned back on a leverage bar to lift the uneven slab as the agricultural lime solution is 

pumped into a predrilled hole. This both raises and repositions the slab so that it is now level with the rest of 

the sidewalk. 

 

1905 Sidewalk Marker 

This marker provides evidence of the age of our sidewalks. 

 

How good a job did they do?  Get out and see for yourself.  The newly poured concrete slabs are 

throughout the neighborhood.  Check out the leveled slabs on the strip of sidewalk behind the house at 

6374 Waterman, on the east sidewalk of Westgate Avenue.  Kids, you gotta build your own bicycle and 

skate ramps now.  The sidewalk concrete ramps have been put out of commission! 

 
 
Residents with new sidewalk slabs are asked to NOT use de-icer on the new concrete in the 
first year, to avoid damaging the concrete surface.  Use of sand is okay.   
 



 7 

 

ILLEGALLY PARKED CARS 

 

In response to a number of complaints about illegally parked cars in the neighborhood, the Agents drafted a 

note that can be downloaded from the Parkview website and placed on cars that repeatedly park here.  The 

Parking Notice document is on the web site.  Here's how to access it: 

Login to the "Resident's Pages" - password 1905oasis 

Click on "General Information" in the menu on the left of the page 

Scroll down to "Streets and Gates/Parking" 

Click on "HERE" in the line which starts "For a printable notice..." 

 

If further action is needed, please contact an agent. 

  

All Parkview residents' cars should have parking stickers on their windshield.  If you are in need of parking 

stickers, please contact Randall Markarian on Waterman. 

 

 

PARKVIEW PUZZLER by Susan Allen-Warren 

 

 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  This photo was taken in Parkview.  The 

photographer was standing in the street or on the sidewalk within our neighborhood.  Can 

you identify the address?  Send your answer to parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win 

bragging rights.  The answer and name of the first person to send in the correct answer will 

be published in the next newsletter.  By the way, the resident of this house is not eligible! 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Matthew P. McCauley who had the correct answer for November’s 

puzzler.  The address of the home with the shell above the door is 6253 Washington, the 

home of Madeleine Laury, who coincidentally was the winner of the previous month’s 

puzzler.  Madeleine also won the very first Parkview Puzzler, in the November newsletter 

last year.  

 

Thanks for playing Matthew and Madeleine! 

 

HOLIDAY SWAGS 

 

The Parkview Horticultural Society placed the HOLIDAY SWAGS at all entrances to the neighborhood.  

Those residents doing the task this year were: 

 

       Washington  -- Gene and Lisa Oltz    

                                           Westminster  -- Harry and Ginger Imster   

                                           Mc Pherson  --  Ted and Jenny Fanson 

                                           Pershing  --  Craig and Holly Palmer  

                                           Waterman  -- Tim Swanson   

                                           Center Gate  --  Chris Kirmaier and Dewey Holten 
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Holiday Carriage Rides 

Sunday, December 15, 2013 

5:30 – 7:30 p.m., Pershing Park 
 

Let’s celebrate the holiday season together with 

carriage rides and good cheer! We’ll provide the hot 

chocolate. Please bring cookies or sweets to share. 
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Minutes of Meeting of Parkview Agents 

Wednesday, November 13, 2013, 7:00 PM 

 

Agents Present  -  Mary Broun, Lee Lawless, Beth Fagan, Randall Markarian, Chris 

Mutrux, Mary Pat O’Gorman, Eli Shuter, Sandy Schenck, Jessica Angelette, Jim Warren and Lynn Huson 

 

Agent Absent - Amrit Gill 

 

Infrastructure - Agents discussed options on replacing the monument fixtures along Skinker Blvd.  A sample 

was installed on the southwest side of the Pershing entrance using a 14 watt LED bulb.  Total cost per fixture 

is $1150 plus installation of approximately $75 per light.  The cost to refurbish the existing lights is 

approximately $1500.00 per fixture.  Further information is needed.  The cost of this work will come from the 

Special Assessment account and or the maintenance trust. 

 

Treasury Report – Treasurer reported that expenses through October are within the 2013 budget.  Monument 

lighting, which has not yet been determined, is an unbudgeted expense.  In addition, the budgeted amount for 

signage has not been used in 2013 and will be rolled over in 2014.  Annual assessments will be mailed to 

Parkview homeowners December 15
th

 and are due January 31, 2014. 

 

Leaf Pick-Up – The private contractor for leaf pick-up on the streets of Parkview in the city was not able to 

complete the job because the equipment could not get through McPherson. Additional pick-ups for the city 

streets are scheduled for November 20
th

 and December 13
th

. (RESCHEDULED FOR WEEK OF 12/15.) 

Parkview’s University City streets have the final leaf pick-up scheduled for week of December 2
nd

.  Please 

make sure cars are off the streets during leaf pick-up.  University City has approved scheduled street sweeping 

for the streets in Parkview throughout the year. 

 

Trees – A bid from Omni Tree Service, Inc. was presented to the agents for review in the amount of 

$13,050.00 for trimming, dead wooding and cabling of necessary trees and the removal of 4 dead trees.  A 

motion was made and second to accept Omni’s proposal for Parkview’s tree services.  The motion was 

approved and the work should begin on December 30th.  Agents working with Omni will notify residents of 

trees to be removed. 

 

Gates – The lock on Westgate has been broken again.  Agents are looking into a different types of lock.  

Several homeowners had their cars programmed for Center gate. 

 

Community Relations/Trailnet Bike Path – Streets of Parkview are no longer being considered as part of 

the new path. 

 

Security – The Skinker-DeBaliviere neighborhood has reported several break-ins into cars for the purpose of 

stealing garage door openers.  Parkview residents should take care to remove and/or hide openers to deter 

would-be thieves in our neighborhood.   

 

Hospitality – Many Parkview residents participated in the Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Food Drive.  The 

Parkview Chili Cook-off was a great success with 19 different entries.  The weather cooperated for the 

residents.  The Holiday Carriage Rides are scheduled for December 15 in Pershing Park from 5:30 to 7:30.  

Also a Parkview progressive dinner is in the planning stages. 

 

Meeting Adjourned:  Lynn Huson, Secretary 
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CLASSIFIED SECTION OF THE NEWSLETTER 
 

This section is open to all Parkview residents.  You may list items you wish to sell, give away, or 

want.  ADS FOR REAL ESTATE ARE PROHIBITED.  There is a 35 word limit including the 

resident’s name and telephone number (or e-mail).  The ad must be submitted by the 10
th

 of the 

month to Rebecca Lobb at lobbrebecca@gmail.com for inclusion in the Newsletter for that 

month. It is distributed around the 15
th

 of the month.  Items listed may be repeated only once in 

the next edition.  The Newsletter editor reserves the right to edit or deny material submitted, 

and neither the editor nor the Parkview Agents take any responsibility for the accuracy of ads. 

 

 

 

 

 

               

  

Items Available  

Free!  Wool rug with non-slip pad 5’7” by 7’10”.  Colors are brown, cream and rust.   
Contact: Judith Giraud 314-721-0158 judith.stl@gmail.com 

 

Click here for Skinker DeBaliviere News 

mailto:lobbrebecca@gmail.com
http://skinkerdebaliviere.wordpress.com/
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 
 

 

Mary Broun, President & Community Relations 

mbbroun@sbcglobal.net            

6348 Washington                      862-2240 

 

Lee Lawless, Vice-President, Infrastructure,       

          Legal 

lee_lawless@fd.org 

6301 Washington                      727-4097   

 

Beth Fagan, Co-Treasurer 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing                           725-3524 

 

Jim Warren, Co-Treasurer, Irrigation, Park 

                Maintenance          

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington                      727-2213 

   

 

Amrit Gill, Infrastructure, Building Plan                       

              Review (City)* 

amrit@restorationstl.com  

Lynn Relic-Huson, Secretary & Legal 

311 Westgate                            862-5369 

relichuson@aol.com   

 

Randall Markarian, Security 
randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman                         727-7299 

 

Chris Mutrux, Gates, Building Plan Review     

                 (U. City)* 

jacmutrux@charter.net    

217 Westgate                            706-4020 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Hospitality, Welcome  

     Packets, Skinker-DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgreivemp@hotmail.com 

6342 Pershing                           725-7791 

 

 

Eli Shuter, Trees and Parks 

ers7345@bjc.org 

6240 McPherson                       863-0220

6218 Waterman                        727-5200 

        Sandy Schenck, Trees, Parks, Security 

Jessica Angelette, Legal & Hospitality                                sandy.schenck@gmail.com   

jessicaangelette@gmail.com     6211 McPherson                       863-1122 

6210 Westminster                        546-7436   

 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

Security:  A-1 Security (pager)  314-726-1717  

Emergency:  911 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkviewweb@gmail.com 

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=mbbroun%40sbcglobal.net
mailto:lee_lawless@fd.org
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:amrit@restorationstl.com
mailto:relichuson@aol.com
mailto:randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:jacmutrux@charter.net
mailto:holtgreivemp@hotmail.com
mailto:ers7345@bjc.org
mailto:sandy.schenck@gmail.com
mailto:jessicaangelette@gmail.com
mailto:parkview12agents@gmail.com
http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/

