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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

He looked pensive; no, confused; or should I have said, bewildered.  He was trying 

to make sense of something he had been observing.  “I just can’t understand it.  

None of it makes sense to me.  Sometimes I just wonder about the human race.” He 

paused. “What is troubling you?” I inquired of the Alley Cat. Catching his breath, 

he then said, “Tell me, why is it that kids usually are the main earthlings who find 

delight and joy in the holiday season?  From my observations of adults at this time 

of year, they are prone to develop nervous stomachs, or shop frantically running 

from store to store looking for just the perfect gift for someone only to be 

disappointed after they have selected the ‘right one’ thinking the recipient will not 

like it, or they agonize that they may have left someone off the invitation list for 

their party, or will everyone get along with the other invited guests. Others struggle 

with selecting the perfect menu for guests. Then following the holidays, people 

stand in long lines attempting to exchange or to return gifts they had received.  In addition to all that, some 

worry about how to pay for the purchases they have made.”  “I see what you mean.  All this can be very 

confusing to an Alley Cat”, I offered.  The Cat went on to say, “When I observe kids, they seem to be the 

main ones who cry out in pure joy at this festive time of the year.  They have a monopoly on joy.”  “I agree 

with you,” I said and continued by telling him that “my youngest granddaughter has been wound up with 

excitement for the last few weeks.  She is having the time of her life, acting as though she is on steroids.”  

“Exactly, that’s my point,” said the Cat.  “Kids should not be the only ones crying out in pure joy. Adults 

should give themselves time to also find joy at this season of the year.  For example, they could take time to 

visit with neighbors, friends, and family; or sit around and chill out by telling family stories thus sharing 

valuable family histories with younger ones, or page through old photo albums identifying people and events 

in the pictures.  This could be a way adults could participate with kids in enjoying this time of the year.”  “A 

great suggestion from an Alley Cat!  All of us can learn from your wisdom. Thanks.”      
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

Jamie, Kiera, Susan and Jim Warren, Lisa Oltz, Trisha Pflantz, Christina Dougherty, Judith 

Giraud, BJ Clutter, Steve Wilmes, Mary Pat O’Gorman, and Deanne Flatley wrote articles, or 

proof-read, or provided information for this edition.  Thank you. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

  Susan and Jim Warren, Jamie and Kiera  (The older dog is Milkshake; the younger one is Metra) 

        

     Jim and Susan Warren traveled more than 2,000 miles 

from St. Louis to rediscover themselves – and their place in 

Parkview. 

     The Warrens have lived at 6352 Washington Avenue 

since 1998, when the couple and their then 2-year-old 

daughter, Jamie, moved here from nearby University Park.  

Both Susan, a University City native, and Jim, who grew up 

as a “Navy brat” on the East and West coast, had long 

admired the Parkview neighborhood. 

     “We looked all around Ladue, Clayton, and University 

City, but this was the neighborhood we coveted,” Susan 

said.  “We were sort of stalkers, keeping an eye out for 

which homes were for sale.” 

     The couple met in the fall of 1989 through a mutual 

interest in kayaking; Jim was one of the instructors in 

Susan’s kayaking class at UMSL.  They married in 1994, moved to Parkview in 1998 and welcomed their 

second daughter, Kiera, in 2002.  

     In January 2005, Jim watched as ambulances came to his workplace several times on emergency calls for 

his coworkers at Boeing.  After the third call in a week, Jim said to himself, “I’m not going to die at my desk.”  

     He went home that night and the couple started talking about a five-year master plan: he would put in three 

more years at work and retire.  Then the family would move to a foreign country – at least, temporarily.  

     Later that year, the family traveled to Costa Rica to check out bilingual schools for Jamie and Kiera. 

     After 30 years as an aerospace engineer for McDonnell Douglas and Boeing, Jim retired in May 2008.  

Susan left her job as Clinical Supervisor at the YWCA’s Women’s Resource Center in Clayton.  Six weeks 

later, the couple packed up Jamie, now 12, and Kiera, almost 6, and relocated to Monteverde, Costa Rica. 

     “I wanted the kids to experience a culture that was different from the United States of America, to see that 

there is a bigger world out there,” Jim said. 

     It was the adventure of a lifetime.  The girls learned to speak Spanish and had a jungle full of trees and 

vines as a playground.  

     “I thought it was just a vacation,” said Kiera, “and then we were living there.” 

     While in Costa Rica, Susan, who grew up in a family of musicians, played viola in a local string quartet, 

sang in several music groups, and performed in community musicals with Jamie and Kiera.  Jim put his 

engineering skills to work, helping build a bridge in Monteverde.  And he also designed and taught a Latin 

American studies class to his fellow “gringos” who had temporarily relocated to Costa Rica. 

     Soon after moving to Costa Rica, the family took a weekend trip to Grenada, Nicaragua, and went to a 

local indoor market.  Jim remembers how his daughters’ eyes widened as they took in the scene: parrots flying 

overhead, dogs fighting over scraps, vendors haggling in rapid-fire Spanish. 

     Two years later, the Warrens revisited the same marketplace. This time, Kiera was one of the hagglers, 

using her Spanish to bargain with a vendor. 

     “That’s what I was trying to get to: I wanted them to be comfortable,” Jim recalled with pride. 

     Jamie thinks her family’s temporary move was a good way to live her “socially awkward” years among 

strangers.  But she said her time abroad taught her more than Spanish.  “That experience taught me humility, 

that you’re not the center of the universe, which I might not have gotten if I had lived here all of my life,” she 

said. 
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     The Warrens returned to Parkview in 2010, just in time for Jamie to start high school at Crossroads 

College Preparatory School, to which she had applied from abroad.  Kiera started second grade at Flynn Park 

Elementary School, where her sister and mother had also attended school. Susan and Jim looked for new ways 

to occupy their time, now that Jim was retired and Susan was limiting her professional work to her private 

practice. 

     Susan was somewhat chagrined to discover that, after ten years of living in Parkview, she didn’t know her 

neighbors very well – a fact that was driven home when someone asked her if her family was now living in 

“Monica and Miklos’ house.” Monica and Miklos were a Hungarian couple with small children who had lived 

in the Warrens’ house while the Warrens were living abroad. 

     After that, “I made a conscious effort to meet my neighbors,” said Susan, who joined the Parkview 

Horticulture Club, began singing in a local chorus, and writing for the neighborhood newsletter.  This is her 

third year interviewing neighbors and maintaining the Parkview Puzzler. 

     A few years ago, the Warrens’ neighbor, Mary Broun, convinced Jim to become a Parkview agent. Jim 

now serves as the board’s treasurer and also works on the infrastructure and parks committees. 

     Jamie is away at Stephens College in Columbia, Mo., where she is a sophomore studying creative writing 

and film. Kiera attends sixth grade at Brittany Woods Middle School. Neither girl recalls much Spanish, but 

Kiera laughs when she talks about singing in Spanish at school. “Everyone was asking me if I’m Mexican 

because of my accent,” she said. “I’m taking Spanish later this year, and I’m hoping I’ll remember some of 

it.” 

     Whether the Spanish stuck with them or not, the experience has changed the entire Warren family. Perhaps 

most of all, it left them with a deep appreciation for the comfort of life back at home and the sense of 

fellowship they have with their Parkview neighbors. 

     “The timing of our Costa Rican adventure worked well for our family because each of us was in transition: 

Jim retiring, me refocusing my professional efforts, Jamie becoming a teen, and Kiera entering grade school,” 

Susan said. “With transitions, you don’t always know where you’ll land till you’re finished.  We learned a lot. 

And it brought us back home.”     (Written by Trisha Pflantz) 

 

 

HOLIDAY SWAGS 

 

The Agents approved payment for the new holiday swags to be placed at the entrances to Parkview. Some of 

the old swags were refurbished and attached to the Delmar Gates.  These decorations were put in place the 

Thanksgiving weekend by the Parkview Horticultural Society. The PHS members performing this task were: 

 

        

    

           

 

           Mc Pherson  --  Ted and Jenny Fanson 

           Pershing  --  Craig and Holly Palmer  

           Waterman  -- Tim and Michelle Swanson  

           Center Gates – Chris Kirmaier and Dewey Holten 

           Westminster, Washington, and Delmar Gates— 

                                              Lisa Oltz and her parents 

            

 

 

 

 

      Delmar Gate            New Swag 
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RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 

Jacques and Nancy Baenziger (Pershing) were featured in a full page article in the Missouri Botanical 

Garden Bulletin.  They joined the Heritage Society and named the Garden as a beneficiary of their estate 

because they want the Garden to continue to evolve and engage visitors with science and education. 

 

Ann Robison(Westminster) is recuperating at home from a broken ankle. Get well soon Ann. 

 

Parkview Resident, Mike Malewicz, (Washington) System Treasurer and Chief Investment Officer at SSM 

Health Care, was honored earlier this month at the Bond Buyer’s 2014 Deal of the Year Awards, held at the 

Waldorf Astoria, NYC. Mike and his finance team received the Bond Buyer’s 2014 Deal of the Year Award 

in Healthcare Financing. Municipal bond transactions were judged for innovation in several categories, 

including the complexity of the problem solved by the financing, the extent to which the deal was the only 

way an issuer could achieve its goal, and the potential for a transaction to be replicated.  SSM was selected 

for embarking on a debt financing that was creative and transformative, and, at a savings of about $3 million 

per year, it had a meaningful impact on the System's operating performance. The SSM transaction 

was selected from approximately 30 submissions. Mike Malewicz is third from the left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUST WAITING TO POUNCE 

 

 

The Warrens (Washington) took this picture of a possum perched in 

tree branches above their compost pile waiting for the right time to 

descend into the fresh goodies they had placed into the compost bin.  

According to Jim and Susan the possum was discouraged when their 

dog began barking and jumping up and down in the compost pile 

trying to reach the animal.  The possum failed to get its meal that day 

but the Warrens had a dog loaded with mud from the compost bin. 

Their dog had to be washed before re-entering their home.  
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                Holiday Carriage Rides 

Saturday, December 20, 2014 

4:30 – 6:30 p.m., Pershing Park 
 

Let’s celebrate the holiday season together with 

carriage rides and good cheer! We’ll provide the hot 

chocolate. Please bring cookies or a snack to share. 
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seated—Brigitte Woponka, Dorothy Doyle, Christina Dougherty, Rosalyn Schultz 

Standing—Judith Giraud,  Debra Rosenthal, Kelly Howard, Maggie Mahon, Trisha Pflantz, Tiphanie Vogel,      

Deanne Flatley 

 

 

 

One man takes advantage of her innocence. Another man professes his undying love for her -- but then 

abandons her when he learns of her troubled past. 

 

Tess of the D’Urbervilles, by Thomas Hardy, follows the trials of the title character as she makes the 

transition from inexperienced country girl to dairymaid to wife. The novel takes place in the English 

countryside during the late 1800s. 

 

The Parkview Book Club discussed at length its feelings about the main characters – Tess and her suitors, 

Alec and Angel – but had a hard time reaching consensus about who was the least despicable of the lovers. 

But members did agree that neither Alec, who represented base human instinct, nor Angel, who symbolized 

flawed intellectualism, actually cared for Tess outside of their own selfish yearnings. And in the end, they all 

three lived a tortured existence that ultimately ended in tragedy. 

 

As one Parkview reader commented: “Hardy created a life Tess was unable to live.” 

 

Hardy’s classic novel also served as a commentary on morality. Humans make the rules of morality, Hardy 

suggests, but often do not acknowledge that they can change the rules. Such moral absolutism judges a 

person’s acts rather than intentions, leaving little or no room for compassion. 

 

The book club will take up a nonfiction book about contemporary art at its next meeting, which will be held at 

7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 27, at the home of Debby Rosenthal, 6339 Pershing Ave. The book is Seven Days in the 

Art World by Sarah Thornton. 

 

Any Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the book club. The club meets on the final 

Tuesday of each month. To receive emails about future book club meetings, contact Tiphanie Vogel at 

tiphanievogel@aol.com.  (Written by Trisha Pflantz) 

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com
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PARKVIEW PUZZLER  December 2014  (By Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

 

 

This month another one of our neighbors has challenged us with a 

puzzle.  We can’t tell you who sent in the photo because that 

might give it away.  The photographer took this picture in 

Parkview, standing in the street or on the sidewalk within our 

neighborhood.  I found it.  Can you?  Submit the address to 

parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging rights.  The answer 

and names of the first people to send in the correct answer will be 

published in the next newsletter.   

 

 

 

 

Last month’s puzzler, submitted by Joel Price, was a tricky one because 

there are actually several locations of cement markers that would have 

qualified as answers to last month’s puzzler.  You needed to look down to 

spot it.  Karen Spreitler of the 6200 block of Washington found two of 

them.  There are actually two cement markers on our sidewalks with the 

1905 date shown in the photo, one near 6334 Waterman, and one near 

6374 McPherson.  One in front of 6325 McPherson is dated 1903, and one 

at 6309 McPherson is 1910.  

 

Congratulations Karen and thanks for playing! 

 

Do you have a puzzler challenge for us?  Send it to parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to see if you can stump your 

neighbors and the Parkview Puzzler! 

 

 

SKINKER-DEBALIVIERE NEWS  by Mary Pat O’Gorman 

 

Community Conversation about Ferguson 
In response to the events in Ferguson, Shaw, and around the region, the Skinker-DeBaliviere Community 

Council (SDCC) is organizing a community conversation for Skinker DeBaliviere residents next Wednesday, 

December 17 at 7pm at Hamilton Elementary School.  This will be an opportunity for residents to come 

together and talk about their thoughts and feelings with each other, neighbor-to-neighbor. The conversation 

will be facilitated by Community Mediation Services of St. Louis, which has been hosting similar 

conversations in Ferguson. 

 

Block Captains 
Did you know that Parkview has SDCC Block Captains? Block Captains serve as a point of contact from the 

SDCC office for their block in Parkview. Duties include attending one annual meeting and distributing the 

Times of Skinker-DeBaliviere five times per year as well as occasional flyers promoting special events. 

Currently we need a new Block Captain for Washington. If interested, please contact Mary Pat O'Gorman at 

holtgreivemp@hotmail.com or (314) 725-7791. 

 

 

mailto:parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com
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PROGRESSIVE DINNER by Trisha Pflantz 

 
Get to know your neighbors over cocktails and dinner during the second annual Parkview Progressive Dinner, 

which will be held Saturday, March 7, 2015.  Last year’s party was a tremendous success and so it is being 

repeated again this year. 

 

The event’s organizers, Maggie Hart-Mahon and Mary Abkemeier, are already signing up 

interested residents to either attend or host a dinner or cocktail party. The evening starts with 

drinks and appetizers at 6:30 pm at a Parkview home. Guests then attend a dinner party at 

one of several homes before coming back together for dessert around 9:30 p.m. at the house 

of Ted and Jenny Fanson. 

 

Hosts for the cocktail parties are asked to supply drinks. The dinner party hosts will set a theme for their 

dinner and provide a main dish. Guests will be asked to provide either an appetizer for the cocktail party or a 

side dish for the dinner party.   

 

If you are interested in participating either as a guest or a host, please contact Trisha Pflantz at 

tpflantz@gmail.com with your name, email address and phone number. For hosts, please specify how many 

people can come to your dinner party (not including the hosts). For all participants, please indicate whether 

you have any dietary restrictions, such as a vegetarian diet. The deadline for signing up is Feb. 7, 2015. 

 
 

MAIL YOUR CHILDREN   from Steve Wilmes, former Parkview postman   

 

In 1913 it was legal to mail children.  With stamps attached to their clothing, children 

rode trains to their destinations, accompanied by letter carriers.  One newspaper reported 

it cost 53 cents for parents to mail their daughter to her grandparents for a family visit.  

As news stories and photos popped up around the country, it didn’t take long to get a law 

on the books making it illegal to send children through the mail. 

 

 

 

Parkview 2015 Assessment invoices were mailed this 

week. Past due and interest amounts are included 

where applicable.  Assessment payments are due 

beginning 1 January 2015.  Please contact Jim Warren 

(314-727-2213) for any questions about the 

assessments. 

 

tel:%28314-727-2213
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Mary Broun, President, Community Relations, 

    Neighborhood Communications 

mbbroun@sbcglobal.net            

6348 Washington     H:  862-2240   C: 322-2015 

 

Beth Fagan, Co-Treasurer 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 541-2625 

 

Jim Warren, Co-Treasurer, Infrastructure,       

    Parks          

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

   

Amrit Gill, Infrastructure, Building Review                       

amrit@restorationstl.com  

6218 Waterman       H: 727-5200    C: 960-5400 

Randall Markarian, Security, Vice President 
Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

 

Chris Mutrux, Gates, Building Review     

jacmutrux@earthlink.net    

217 Westgate         H: 863-4134   C: 706-4020   

    

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker-    

      DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgreivemp@hotmail.com 

6342 Pershing        H: 725-7791   C: 306-5514 

 

Trisha Pflantz, Welcome Packets, Events 

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 644-7714   C: 265-7945                        

   

        Sandy Schenck, Trees 

Jessica Angelette, Legal                sandy.schenck@gmail.com   

jessicaangelette@gmail.com     6211 McPherson     H: 863-1122   C: 378-7891 

6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436     C: 546-7436   

        Tim Swanson, Infrastructure, Trees 

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review   swannies@swbell.net  

larafuchs105@hotmail.com                                                   6350 Waterman      H: 571-9444    C: 374-3224 

6219 Pershing         H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597   

       

                                 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

  

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting 

extra patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkviewweb@gmail.com 

 

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=mbbroun%40sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:Randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:jacmutrux@earthlink.net
mailto:holtgreivemp@hotmail.com
mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.schenck@gmail.com
mailto:jessicaangelette@gmail.com
mailto:swannies@swbell.net
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mailto:parkview12agents@gmail.com
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