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THE ALLEY CAT 

He came strutting towards me on the sidewalk dressed in an outfit you would see 

only at the Cat’s Warehouse.  It was as though he was practicing what he had 

observed on TV when models stroll down the runway dressed in the latest fashions.  

He had on a comfortable cat suit and a wreath of greenery around his neck much 

like the ones you see people placing on the front of their cars during this holiday 

season.  “My, but don’t you look spiffy” I declared as I greeted the Alley Cat the 

other morning.   “I thought I’d wear my holiday finery.  I’m getting in the mood of 

the season,” said the Cat as he drew closer displaying his holiday outfit.  I 

complimented him on his new look.  “It is good to see you,” he said as he 

continued, “I know humans like to make lists around this time of year, so not to be 

left out I made my own list.  It may be a bit different from the lists of humans.”  

“What is on your list?” I inquired.  “Just to be different”, he said, “I made a list of 

what I like about the Parkview neighborhood and its residents.”  “Sounds great!  What do you have?” I 

inquired.  “There are many things.  To begin, I like all the decorations people put on their houses and in their 

yards along with the colorful lights.  They make me feel warm and fuzzy.  Then there are the carriage rides 

where a couple of horses pull a wagon filled with people around the neighborhood as they sing carols. Also, I 

enjoy the bonfire with the hot chocolate that is served later to warm people who got cold on the ride.  Plus the 

homemade cookies that are prepared for the young people.”  “You can add to that the grownups” I chimed in.  

“That is quite a lengthy list you have” I stated.  “Can you think of anything you want to add to my list?” he 

asked me.   I told him, I like the neighborhood parties people have at this time of year.  “I can see why you are 

parading around the neighborhood in your finest threads,” I observed.  “Lest I forget, there is something else I 

like about the residents,” he added.  “Each year a number of them put a plate of food for me on their front 

steps.” “I bet I can guess what kind it is.”  “What?”  “Salmon. That is my high end taste, but I also appreciate 

fish”, he said as he continued to parade down his sidewalk runway.  My guess is that he was on his way to 

lead the horse drawn carriage rides in his holiday finery.        

Newsletter 
December 2015 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

Contributors to this month’s Newsletter are Gerald Hannewinkel, Mark and Nancy Johnson, 

Deanne Flatley, Sandy Schenck, Margaret Gray, Lisa Oltz, BJ Clutter, Judy Giraud, Rebecca 

Lobb, Doug Tollefsen, Susan Allen-Warren, and Trisha Pflantz.  Thank you. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Mark and Nancy Johnson 

 

     Nancy and Mark Johnson moved to Parkview this fall as empty-nesters.  

They purchased the home at 6249 Washington with the intention of having 

enough room for all three of their adult children to visit simultaneously.  

But they also wanted a house not too big to manage and in a neighborhood 

they can feel proud of. 

     "This is our last home, our last move," Nancy declared.  "We don't want 

any regrets.  Before it was always - we’ll settle for this and get what we 

want in the next house." 

     Their oldest, Laine, age 28, is a School Psychologist.  She and her 

husband Mike Guerry live in Kansas City. 

     Luke, 23, plays football for the University of Dayton in Ohio.  "We’ve 

been following his games every weekend," said Mark.  "It’s five hours and 

20 minutes to Dayton."  This fall Luke started his fifth year due to his Red Shirt year, Mark explained.  Even 

though he practiced with the team his freshman year, his start on the team was delayed so he could play his 

full four seasons of college football as a more physically mature player.  Sports teams often take this option to 

extend a player's tenure to include their most valuable years.  Luke has been playing since he was ten, and 

Mark coached some of his early team experiences.  Luke has started his coursework toward his Masters in 

Business Administration degree this fall and will be starting a new job soon, added Nancy. 

     The youngest, 19-year-old Samantha, is a sophomore at University of Missouri in Columbia (Mizzou), 

majoring in Speech and Language Pathology. 

     Both daughters danced competitively, Nancy said, in all genres, in both regional and national competitions.   

     "Now we are empty nesters.  We sit and look at each other."  They laughed. 

     Mark grew up in North St. Louis County where his mother still lives.  He graduated from Mizzou in 1982.  

He worked for the New York Times ten years in the magazine publication department.  His work took him to 

live in Houston, New Orleans, Charlotte, and New Jersey where his office was in Manhattan.  Later he joined 

Valassis Communications and lived in Connecticut, Texas, Michigan, and St. Louis.  All these moves were 

encompassed in 31 years, and Nancy was with him for each move.  Currently he is Vice President of 

Integrated Media Sales for Valassis.  He has also taught for several years at Mizzou as a visiting professor in 

the College of Marketing.  "That's where my passion is.  It's great to get to be back on campus." 

     Nancy focused her attention on raising the kids.  She worked in pharmaceutical sales till Laine was born. 

     The couple met at their first jobs in Houston when Nancy was with Pfizer, Mark with the NY Times.   

They met at the pool of their apartment complex in July.  Their first date was in August, and they married the 

following year, “One week shy of our anniversary,” said Nancy.   "Mark moved halfway through our 

courtship, and I wondered is this going somewhere?"  Apparently it was.   

     "We are among a small group who has remained married over 30 years," said Mark. 

     Moving so frequently for Mark’s work, Nancy developed a knack for decorating.  “I help my friends 

decorate too.  I like to just help make things fall into place, especially using what they already have."  In the 

past she has helped stage houses for selling.  This last move was challenging because they moved from a 

home nearly twice this size and on four acres of land.  But Nancy was up for the challenge, managing to purge 

and downsize to only their favorite pieces.  "I've already painted almost every room.  It’s really nice to not 

have to do much more.  They did a pretty good job updating this house.  ...It had all the character we were 

looking for without being too modern." 
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     Mark commented that most neighborhoods have a cookie cutter style, but Parkview homes have 

architectural history.  They experienced this in a neighborhood in Connecticut when they lived in a converted 

dairy farm house.   

     "Here it has the updates we wanted, but we can still put our thumb-print on it," Nancy said.   

     The previous owners uncovered stained glass windows over the dining room fireplace.  Someone had 

covered it with drywall. 

     "We were so excited to get the Oasis book from Tricia Pflantz when she came to welcome us to the 

neighborhood."  From the book "Parkview: An Urban Oasis" they learned that Sherman and Ann Lyman lived 

in this house since 1972, prior to the short-term previous owners who updated the home.  When Mark and 

Nancy moved in, Mark discovered an Old Testament within which personal notes were written.  They are 

curious to know if anyone still has contact with the Lymans so it can be returned.   

     Since moving to Parkview the couple has become convinced they made the best choice.  "Our neighbors 

are incredible here.  'What can we do to help you get settled in?'"  From the neighbor's boys watching the dogs 

on travel weekends, to the benefits of living near the restaurant district.  "It has really validated our choosing 

Parkview." 

     In spite of his travels, Mark has remained loyal to his favorite baseball team.   "We raised our son to be a 

die-hard fan.  When we won the World Series he texted me, 'Thanks for making me a Cardinals fan, Dad!'" 

     "We learned Bob Gibson (Cardinal baseball pitcher from 59-75) used to live in Parkview.  All my friends 

are jealous," Mark said.  On another note he added, "You really can’t beat the walkability of this 

neighborhood.  We had this a little in New Jersey.  But this place checked every box.  We were working out in 

the yard and the restaurant back here was playing Beatles music.” 

     "It was like being serenaded while we worked in the garage," Nancy conferred. 

     Nancy explained returning to St Louis seemed like a natural choice.  "Mark felt like it was coming home 

for him.  Moving back to Dallas was like coming home for me." 

     “Where your mother is from is where you’re from,” Mark concluded. 

     "We also moved back for the toasted raviolis," Nancy added.  Outside of St. Louis, when Mark’s mother 

would come to visit them she routinely brought toasted raviolis.  "We took it to a tailgate, grilled it and 

everyone devoured it," Mark said. 

     When researching the neighborhood they stayed at the Moonrise Hotel in the Loop.  "It was great!  After 

football season is over we’ll have much more time to explore the neighborhood.  We’re glad to be closer to 

driving to see the kids," Nancy said.  “Which restaurants do you recommend?" 

     Share your favorite recommendations with the Johnsons and help us welcome them to the neighborhood! 

(Written by Susan Allen Warren) 

 

 

FALL LEAF PICK UP SCHEDULE* by Sandy Schenck 
 

The date for final leaf pickup in the St. Louis City section of Parkview (6200 blocks) will be: 
 

Tuesday, December 22  

 

 

For University City residents (6300 blocks), the final 

pickup will be:  

 

Week of Dec. 14th-18th  

 

*All dates are weather permitting and subject to change.            Photo by Gerald Hannewinkel on Nov. 16 
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RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    Photo by Deanne Flatley (from left to right) Jacob, Kyle, Damian, Asher, Mathias, Lucas and Isaak. 

 

On November 14th, brothers, Mathias and Asher (Washington Ave) participated in the First Lego League 

Robotics Tournament. 

 

Their homeschool team, Wasteland Warriors, won the Core Value Award. 

 

The Core Value Award "recognizes a team that excels across the Inspiration, Teamwork and Gracious 

Professionalism categories.  This team displays extraordinary enthusiasm and spirit, knows they can 

accomplish more together than they could as individuals and shows each other and other teams respect at all 

times." 

 

Their team also made a splash with their “Trash It!” video.  This is a very creative video and worth your time 

viewing.    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y-SB9Yr0ZU 

 

The most recent book, Eyes: Novellas and Stories by William Gass (Westminster) is listed among the annual 

roundup of favorite books by reviewers of the Post-Dispatch. Gass, a professor emeritus of philosophy at 

Washington University, adept at both fiction and nonfiction, has for many years been one of the best and most 

important writers in America.  

 

Margaret Gray (Westgate) sent a link to a video that was shown in November at a Paraquad ceremony, 

Shine the Light Awards.  At this Paraquad ceremony, Dave Gray was named the "Legacy of Excellence" 

awardee, and the video nicely highlights him and some of his contributions to improving lives of individuals 

with disabilities. She reports, “The family and I have received, posthumously, several regional and national 

awards on his behalf this year, and this one had the accompanying video that is most valuable to us in his 

memory.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_mCKEHQCz0 
 

Michael Eastman (Westminster) photographer, who shoots around the world—from Tokyo, Japan to Taos, 

New Mexico, introduced a new series of Forest Park images in association with the launch of the Forest 

Forever campaign.  Rendered through a lens that uses non-optical antique art glass to distort and transform the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y-SB9Yr0ZU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d_mCKEHQCz0
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image, he has created compelling, painterly views of the region’s greatest treasure. Learn more about this 

series and sign up to be notified when posters are available at theforevergampaign.org/eastman. 

 

 

(Residents in the news continued) 

 

Daniel Goldberg, MD, PhD, (Pershing) a renowned researcher in molecular parasitology at the Washington 

University School of Medicine, has been named the inaugural David M. and Paula L. Kipnis Distinguished 

Professor. Goldberg, an alum who earned his medical degree and a doctorate in molecular biology here, is a 

longtime professor of medicine and of molecular microbiology. 

 

HOLIDAY SWAGS 

 

The Parkview Horticultural Society is responsible for placing the holiday swags at the entrances to Parkview 

from Skinker as well on the two sets of gates by Limits Walk and Skinker and Westgate and Skinker plus by 

the Center gate.  Lisa Oltz and Etta Taylor directed this project. Here is the list of people who placed the 

swags and the locations where they put them.  

 

Lisa Oltz - Washington 

 

Chris Mutrux - Westminster 

 

Chris Kirmaier and Dewey  Holtren – Center Gate 

 

Holly and Craig Palmer - Pershing 

 

Jenny and Ted Fanson - McPherson 

 

  Michelle Swanson -Waterman 

 

 

NEW RESIDENTS 

 

Stephanie and Michael Grimes, and three daughters, Chloe, Isabelle, and Sophia.  243 Westgate   

Phone: 314-696-8457   Former residents:  Betsy and Brian Kirchoff 

 

Megan and Steven Fraley, 6380 Washington   Phone: Megan—314-750-6992  Steven—314-422-0804 

Former resident:  Thomas Lucas 

 

 

 

CORRECTIONS AND CHANGES TO THE PARKVIEW TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

 

Nancy and Kent Ritzel, 6320 McPherson, no longer have a land line phone.   

          Their cell phone numbers are:  Nancy 302-3539  Kent 703-9401 

 

Christine Stefano, 6314 Washington    Phone:    691-1237 

 

Eliza Halcomb, 6326 Waterman   Phone:   362-7959   

 

Brad Wickline, 6203 Pershing     Phone:  305-9760 
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Parkview 2016 Assessment invoices were mailed this 

week. Past due and interest amounts are included 

where applicable.  Assessment payments are due 

beginning 1 January 2016.  Please contact Jim Warren 

(314-727-2213) for any questions about the 

assessments. 

 
HOLIDAY TREE COLLECTION FOR U. CITY 

 

University City will collect holiday trees when placed at the front curb during the first two 

weeks of January on your regular collection day.  Trees must be without decorations or lights.  

Please do not place holiday trees in trash or recycle carts or in City alleys. 

 
 

PARKVIEW PUZZLER by Susan Allen-Warren 

 

 

 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  The photographer 

of this picture was standing in the street or on the sidewalk 

within our neighborhood.  Can you identify the address?  Send 

your answer to parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging 

rights.  The answer and names of the first people to send in the 

correct answer will be published in the next newsletter.  By the 

way, the resident of this house is not eligible!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winner of last month’s puzzler is Tim Sainz who correctly 

identified Vernon and Karen Davis’ home at 421 Westgate.  The 

correct term for this architectural feature is “dentils”.  Two days later 

Christine Knoten also submitted the correct address.  

Congratulations Tim and Christine and thanks for playing! 

  

tel:%28314-727-2213
mailto:parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 

 
Back row (L to R): Debby Rosenthal, Sheri Tollefsen, Beth Fagan, Tiphanie Vogel, Rosalyn Schultz, Janet 

McGill and Trisha Pflantz Middle row (L to R): Susan Allen-Warren, Deanne Flatley and Nancy Johnson 

Front row (L to R): Dorothy Doyle, Susan Stang, Kelly Howard, Christina Dougherty and Judith Giraud 

          (Photo by Doug Tollefsen) 

     The themes of childhood memories and gender identity dominated the discussion about Willa Cather’s 

classic novel, “My Antonia,” at the December meeting of the Parkview Book Club. Hostess Sheri Tollefsen 

chose the novel in homage to her upbringing in Nebraska. 

     The narrator, Jim Burden, often expresses his longing for childhood days in Nebraska when roads 

meandered through the fields and when he could lose himself on the prairie, which is described as an untamed 

wilderness. At one point, he laments that “some memories are realities, and are better than anything that can 

ever happen to one again.”  

     Jim’s longing focuses on the title character, Antonia Shimerda, a Bohemian girl whose family moves to an 

adjoining homestead at the same time Jim, an orphan, arrives to live with his grandparents. The friendship 

between Jim and Antonia grows after they both move to the nearby town of Black Hawk around the same 

time.  

     In Black Hawk, Jim attends school and church with others of his grandparents’ class. However, it is clear 

that he continues to feel most comfortable with Antonia and her immigrant friends, with whom he explored 

the prairies in his younger days. These women find work in the homes of Jim’s neighbors, watching children 

and doing chores, and they send their earnings back to their families in the countryside. 

     Cather, who grew up in Nebraska in the 1800s, based the novel in large part on her own childhood 

friendship with a Bohemian girl, Annie Pavelka. Some readers found themselves imagining that the narrator 

was a girl recounting her adventures with her friend, rather than as the grown man who was supposedly telling 

the story.  Cather herself had a fluid gender identity, often wearing men’s clothing and calling herself 

“William” during her time at university.  

     This biographical information led readers to ask: Did Cather write “My Antonia” from a man’s point of 

view to validate her reverence for the immigrant girls, who grew up poor but worked hard to earn their own 

way in the United States? Or did she do it to mask taboo feelings about her childhood friend? 

     In January, the Parkview Book Club will meet at the home of Mary Ann Nielsen, 329 Westgate, to discuss 

“Behind the Scenes at the Museum” by Kate Atkinson. The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 

26. 

     Any Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the book club. The club typically meets on the 

final Tuesday of each month, except in November and December when the meetings are combined due to the 

holidays. To receive emails about future book club meetings, contact Tiphanie Vogel at 

tiphanievogel@aol.com.  (Written by Trisha Pflantz) 

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com
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Holiday Carriage Rides 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 

4:30 – 6:30 p.m., Pershing Park 
 

Let’s celebrate the holiday season together with 

carriage rides and good cheer! We’ll provide the hot 

chocolate. Please bring cookies or a snack to share. 
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SKINKER DeBALIVIER EVENTS 

 
Saturday, January 23  Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event will be held at Joe’s Café, 6014 Kingsbury. 

 Time TBD 

 

Sunday, January 17 at 3:00 PM  Annual Martin Luther King Celebration tentatively to be held at Grace & 

 Peace Fellowship, 5574 Delmar Blvd. 

 

Friday, February 12 11:00 AM-3:00 PM Annual Police and Firefighter Luncheon at the SDCC Office 

 6808 Kingsbury Ave.     

 

A GOOD RESOURCE FOR RESIDENTS by Sandy Schenck 

Parkview is now using a private online network called Nextdoor. On our Nextdoor site, neighbors can share 

contractor recommendations, post items for sale, make new connections, discuss Parkview events and more. 

Over 190 Parkview residents have already joined and if you haven't yet, I hope you will consider it. If so, BE 

SURE TO JOIN THE PRIVATE PARKVIEW GROUP under Skinker DeBaliviere, where only verified 

Parkview neighbors can post/view messages.  Click here for more information: 

https://nextdoor.com/invite/dgnzvzrcpzabxjmjapvx  

  

https://nextdoor.com/invite/dgnzvzrcpzabxjmjapvx
https://nextdoor.com/invite/dgnzvzrcpzabxjmjapvx
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Randall Markarian, President, Community  

         Relations 

Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

     

Beth Fagan, Vice President, Community  

         Relations, Neighborhood Communications 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 503-1136 

 

Jim Warren, Treasurer, Infrastructure, Parks &      

         Trees 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker-                      

Mark Jacobs, Infrastructure, Security 

stljakes@charter.net   

6229 Washington   H: 863-5108  C: 359-9771 

   

Trisha Pflantz, Community Relations, Welcome    

           Packets, Events 

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 664-7714   C: 265-7945                        

    

Sandy Schenck, Trees & Parks                     
sandy.schenck@gmail.com 

6211 McPherson     C: 378-7891  

 

 

Erik Solverud, Building Review 

esolverud@spencerfane.com  

           DeBaliviere Rep     6311 Washington   C: 803-3548 

holtgrievemp@hotmail.com  

6342 Pershing   H: 725-7791    C: 306-5514                         Tim Swanson, Infrastructure, Trees & Parks  

        Swanny.kt@gmail.com    

Jessica Angelette, Legal, Gates               6350 Waterman  C: 374-6008    

jessicaangelette@gmail.com         

 6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436                                

                

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review    
larafuchs105@hotmail.com                                                   

6219 Pershing         H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597        

 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

  

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting 

extra patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkview12agents@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:stljakes@charter.net
mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.schenck@gmail.com
mailto:esolverud@spencerfane.com
mailto:holtgrievemp@hotmail.com
mailto:Swanny.kt@gmail.com
mailto:jessicaangelette@gmail.com
mailto:larafuchs105@hotmail.com
mailto:parkview12agents@gmail.com
http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/

