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THE ALLEY CAT 

                                                                                                                                                                          

“The news is out. You can’t keep it a secret from me anymore. Even my feline 

friends in Parkview know about it.  It was the subject of conversation when we last 

met around an alley dumpster”, declared the Alley Cat.  “I’m not sure what you are 

talking about.”  With some exasperation the Cat said, “The Parkview Book Club!  

Don’t you know a group of residents got together to form a Book Club and will 

meet to discuss their first book on the 29
th

 of this month?”  “Yes, I know, but I 

wasn’t trying to keep it a secret from you.  I’ll need to get your e-mail address to 

keep you informed of happenings between Newsletters.”  I’ll get it to you.  “The 

book they are reading and will discuss is Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen,” he 

stated.  I asked, “Have you read it yet?”  “No, silly, you know I’m a slow reader, 

but I plan to get it done before the 29
th

.”  “Good for you.” I said.  “I’ve already 

talked to Malcolm about going with me and together we would crash the party.  

Malcolm was hesitant until I told him the Book Club members were going to have food.  That’s when he said, 

‘You can count me in.’ I want to go not only for the food but also to suggest books for the group to read.”  

“Oh?” I declared.  “Yes, Lillian Jackson Braun wrote The Cat Who…., a series of 29 murder mystery novels 

in which a cat helps solve mysterious murders.”  I was shocked and said, “I didn’t know cats did that type of 

work.”  “Sure we do.  You should know we cats are good for more than just being a lap cat where we are 

constantly stroked or for being pushed around the neighborhood in a CAT MOBILE.  That’s not to say we 

don’t enjoy being pampered in those ways. All of us felines love that but we are intelligent and make 

significant contributions to society, like helping to solve mysteries.  Also, I was thinking that I could 

volunteer to host a meeting of the Book Club.  We could meet around a dumpster in one of the more upscale 

alleys.”  “I think for now you had better restrict your participation in this group to attending the meeting and 

eating some of the savory food.”  The Alley Cat agreed and said “Ok.  I’ll let you know how the meeting 

coped with us.”  “That will be great.  I will be awaiting your report.”       

  

 

 

Newsletter 
January 2013 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

Thanks to the following residents who contributed to the January Newsletter:  Shelley Pryor, 

Marshall Crosby, Christina Dougherty, Mary and Alan Wright, Tiphanie Vogel, Susan Allen-

Warren, Jo Stern, BJ Clutter, and Judy Giraud. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Mary and Alan Wright with Libby 

 

A pair of vintage, cream-colored boots from the early 1900s is likely to be the 

first thing you notice when entering the parlor of the home of Alan and Mary 

Wright at 6212 Waterman.  The lace-up ankle-high shoes are the centerpieces 

of the comfortable room, with a plaque explaining their history.  To me they 

look like the shoes one sees worn by suffragettes in photos taken at the turn of 

the century. 

 

“They belonged to Mabel Linneman,” Alan said.  “She and her husband were 

the original owners of this house.  After the recession and financial panic of 

their day, they moved to a more modest home on Bates Avenue.  So they only 

lived here four or five years.  I only hope I can find a photo of her wearing 

them.” 

 

Although Alan & Mary’s grey-painted brick home with the tall white columns may not be the first house built 

in Parkview, it is likely the first home occupied-- it was built for the Linnemans who moved there in 1906.  

They eventually returned to Parkview in the 1940s.  Their daughter, Helen, who was born in the Wright’s 

house, married Harry Hughes and the couple purchased and lived in her parent’s home at 6230 Waterman for 

many years.  Mrs. Hughes recalled her mother speaking of their original Parkview home’s “front parlor and 

music room with a grand piano,” off the main hall.  Sure enough, when the Wright’s had their living room re-

floored several years ago, the track of the room’s original partition appeared.   

 

The history of this house is only one of the charms that factored into the Wright’s decision to move here in 

1975.  Since that time both have walked in different shoes over the years.   

 

Mary was drawn to the Parkview neighborhood because, “I grew up in the country…  I loved the trees…  We 

were twenty-eight when we moved in.  But the solarium is what sold it for me.”  Their home features a lovely 

sunken sunroom with tall French windows, including a southern exposure, nourishing the potted greenery 

Mary has growing there.  A cascade chandelier with a multitude of prisms adorns the ceiling, reflecting the 

natural light.  “I found it enchanting,” Mary said.   

 

“We were both very naïve about the possibilities (and headaches) of owning a big Central West End home.  

I’m not sure that we even knew whether it was in St. Louis or University City or were aware that it was a 

private subdivision when we bought it.  We just loved the house!” said Alan. 

 

Mary grew up in St. Elizabeth, a rural town in central Missouri.  Both Mary and Alan attended Lincoln 

University in Jefferson City – a school with an important place in history.  Mary related, “It was established 

by freed slaves after the Civil War.  In 1954, after Brown v. Board of Education, the first white students were 

admitted.  I was there in the late 60s.”  She obtained her B.A. in education, majoring in English and Speech.  

She later earned her M.A. in theater from Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville in the 70s.   

 

“I taught in the Pattonville School District’s English and Theater departments until we had our first child in 

1980.  I then became a stay-at-home mom----for a while.  We raised three sons here.” 
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“I started teaching at St Roch’s School as a parish member and volunteer when our kids enrolled there.  I was 

never treated like a volunteer, though.  I attended meetings as a staff member.”  Mary started the computer lab 

that still continues today.  “At St. Roch, I was able to keep an eye on our boys and like to think my teaching 

background made a positive contribution.”    

 

Alan was born and raised in Eugene, Missouri, a little railroad town of less than 300 people, some 20 miles 

south of Jefferson City.  Alan chuckled.  “We pronounced it Yoo-jeen, not to be confused with Eugene, 

Oregon, a city of several hundred thousand inhabitants.  I’m told that sophisticates there pronounce it ‘yuh-

Jeen’” he said. 

 

Alan and Mary’s towns had competing sports teams when they were both in high school.  “Mary was a 

cheerleader,” and when Alan attended basketball games, he noticed the cheerleaders.  “I probably saw her, but 

we did not meet until the fall of ‘64”, when they were both in college at Lincoln.   “We met in a super market 

where we both worked.  She had a job with serious responsibilities in the meat department----I was just a 

lowly stock boy.  They knew managerial talent when they saw it.”    

 

Alan attended the University of Missouri at St. Louis (UMSL) in the mid-60s, soon after it first began.  

“Several of my classes were in the old Bellerive Country Club building,” he said.  After two years of service 

in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War, Alan returned to UMSL to obtain his B.S. in Business 

Administration.  He was a member of the founding staff of the St. Louis Regional Commerce and Growth 

Association (RCGA) and served as a manager or executive director of two other government or not-for-profit 

agencies for 12 years.  He then moved into the private sector as an investment banker for Edward Jones.  

There he started the firm’s Public Finance Department, underwriting bond issues for clients like Missouri 

Baptist Hospital and St. Louis Community College.  Alan retired as a Partner of Edward Jones in 2009.   

 

“My first boss, a man by the name of D. Reid Ross, lived in Parkview at 6370 Waterman…  He and his wife 

invited us to their home for a party in the early ‘70s.  That is when we first became aware of the 

neighborhood—and loved it,” Alan said.       

 

“Lower Waterman is a very special block,” added Mary.  “Shortly after we moved in there were numerous 

invitations to parties and gatherings---and that continues to this day.”   

 

“These old homes need a lot of TLC,” continued Alan with a knowing grin.  “In the beginning, we provided a 

lot of sweat equity.  We may be the only people in the neighborhood who have rented a jack hammer and then 

used it ourselves to demolish a second floor bathroom.”  He recounted how they built a long wooden trough to 

drop debris from a second floor window into a receptacle on the ground.  

 

At this point Alan said, “Mary, tell the pipe wrench story.”  Smiling, Mary agreed:  

 

Dr. Eberle, who lived across the street, was an ‘original’ 1950s do-it-yourselfer. His basement was full of 

every tool imaginable and he was eager to teach.  One day, Alan asked if he could borrow a pipe wrench.  

‘Will this do?’ he said, producing a wrench Alan could barely carry.  So he borrowed it.  Somehow, when the 

Eberles moved, the wrench inadvertently stayed in our basement.  Several years later, while Alan was at 

work, our neighbor, Hiram “Hi” Watkins, rang the doorbell and asked me if we had a pipe wrench he could 

borrow.   I lugged the monster up from the basement. “Will this do, I asked?”  After careful scrutiny, he 

grinned and exclaimed, “This is my wrench!”  He had lent it a couple decades earlier to Dr. Eberle.  It even 

had Hi Watkins’ initials scratched on it.  So I said, ‘Hi, here’s your wrench back.’ 
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“If we had it to do over, we’d do it again,” said Alan with a smile.  He was once President of the Parkview 

Agents and Mary has also served as a Parkview Agent in charge of security.  During Alan’s tenure, in 1986 

the Agents were successful in getting the subdivision listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  A 

street lighting project was also completed but Alan says, “It was not as successful as the most recent project.  

The technology finally made it affordable to put new cable underground---I really commend the Agents for  

their great work.”   Over the years, Alan served on the City’s Convention Center Commission and, more 

recently, on the Board of Circus Flora.    

 

So what are they doing now? 

 

Mary retired from St. Roch’s in 2003.  Now she sings with the Larks, a choral group of the Junior League of 

St. Louis.  “We entertain at nursing homes, veterans’ homes and senior living centers.”  “Liberty” has become 

the Larks’ mascot.  Settling herself in Mary’s arms, she seems to be Mary’s constant accessory.  She’s a 

small, exceedingly soft, chocolate-caramel-and-white pooch with expressive eyebrows and a tenor pay-

attention-to-me whimper.  “She is ¾ Cavalier King Charles Spaniel [a toy breed] and ¼ Beagle mix,” 

explained Mary.  Liberty vocalizes for attention and offers free snuggles to the residents of homes where the 

Larks perform.  “They don’t know my name, but they know Liberty.  [The residents] are most upset if Liberty 

isn’t with me.” 

 

Mary is still able to express her love of teaching in her role as a Docent at the St. Louis zoo.  For the last 5-

and-a-half years she has risen in the ranks to become a tour guide and does demonstrations from a “biofact 

cart”, showing zoo visitors various animal artifacts and other props related to the permanent exhibits.  She has 

been an animal handler at the children’s zoo working with many animals including goats, guinea pigs, 

chinchillas, and a memorable three-foot boa constrictor.  “But my favorite animal is the giraffe.”  She related 

this story: 

 

Alan and I hosted awards trips for Edward Jones financial advisors from all over the U.S., Canada and the 

U.K.  In 1999, we traveled to Kenya for a photo safari.  When learning of my love of giraffes, the guide took 

us out in search of them in the wild.  It was the late afternoon of a cool, misty day.  We spotted a large male 

giraffe in our Land Rover, and followed, staying back just far enough not to alarm him.  Suddenly, our guide 

stopped the vehicle and said, ‘turn around.’  I was in awe as a whole herd of giraffes stepped quietly, almost 

as spirits, out of the mist behind us, gracefully moving soundlessly around and past us. It is a moment I will 

never forget. 

 

How many people can say they’ve checked that off their bucket list? 

 

In 2007, Alan’s historical novel, Murder on Rouse Hill, was published by Southeast Missouri State 

University Press and is one of their bestselling books.  A reviewer stated, “It can be likened to an extended 

episode of ‘Law and Order’, book-ended by eerie segments of ‘The Twilight Zone.’”  “I have a ‘big idea’ for 

another book,” Alan said, “but since I retired, it seems that the list of things to do grows larger every day.”   

To keep his writing skills sharp, Alan has researched and written extensive articles for the historical society of 

his home county.  

 

The Wright’s three sons from eldest to youngest are: 

 

John graduated from Washington and Lee University in Lexington, VA and St. Louis U. Law School.  He is 

an attorney with Hawkins, Parnell, Thaxton & Young, a national litigation firm.  He lives in St. Louis with his 

wife, Erin, who is an architect.  Grandbaby Lucy is 7 months old. 
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James also graduated from Washington and Lee and is a Lieutenant in the U.S. Navy on active duty.  He spent 

4 years aboard ship in the Persian Gulf and Middle East.  He is presently with the Navy’s recruiting command 

in Memphis, TN. His wife, Sara, is an attorney working with a logistics company.   They have grandbaby 

Anna who is 3 months old. 

 

Joseph is a prosecuting attorney in Callaway County, MO.  He attended the University of Oklahoma and 

University of Missouri School of Law in Columbia, MO.   

 

All three attended St. Roch’s and graduated from St. Louis University High School. 

 

Alan & Mary are now “empty nesters” except for Liberty, “Libby” for short, a patriotic dog born on the 

Fourth of July.   “I’ve loved my work at St. Roch’s and the Zoo…  I get all the pearls of teaching and none of 

the grit”, says Mary.   

 

What’s next?  Several years ago, they began collecting personal property items of famous movie actresses, 

including Marilyn Monroe, Greta Garbo, Mary Pickford and the great MGM dancer, Ann Miller.   The 

collection includes “Marilyn Monroe’s Favorite Coat” in which she was photographed on several occasions 

during her marriage to Arthur Miller in 1956.   It is on display in the Wright’s second home in Pawleys Island, 

SC.   

 

Mary said, “The next time you see me I might be wearing one of Greta Garbo’s turtlenecks…  You just never 

know!” (Co-written by Susan Allen-Warren and Alan Wright) 

 

 

CORRECTION 

 

Tim Swanson and his two sons, Michael and Christopher, placed the swags on the Waterman monument 

this year.  The Swansons were responsible for placing them there also last year.  Thank you. 

 

RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 

Renni Shuter (McPherson) was pictured with Bob Duffy and Ellie Chapman in the December edition of the 

as the West End Word as one of the three people who pioneered this community newspaper.  Founded in 

1972, the West End Word is celebrating its 40
th

 anniversary this year.  For many years Renni penned the 

Word column “Candlelight and Crumbs”. 

 

Joe Edwards (McPherson) was pictured in the December edition of the West End Word as being responsible 

for saving the Tivoli Theatre.  

 

NEWS OF SECURITY 

 

The agents already have notified the neighborhood about Officer Frank Cantone being reassigned and that 

Officer Alexander Berry and Officer Stewart Pettis will be on duty in Parkview for A-1 Security.  Officer 

Cantone sent an e-mail which in part reads as follows:  “Thank you to all of you for having me as your 

security officer for the past year and a half.  I truly enjoyed all the time spent in your neighborhood and have 

very good memories that I will remember for a long time.  It was truly special how you embraced my family 

and children at some of the events and they too will remember the fun they had.  I wish all of you well in the 

new year.” 
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THE  HOLIDAY  CARRIAGE  RIDES 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

YARD WASTE by Jo Stern 

 

 

At the risk of repeating myself and boring those of you who have read this before, 

I would like to reiterate. Yard waste that comes from your personal yard is the 

responsibility of the homeowner to dispose of.  Neither the City nor U. City picks 

up yard waste from the parks. So do NOT blow, sweep, rake or otherwise transport 

your yard waste into any park.  Your aging park caretakers have enough to do 

without contributions from others. 
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PARKVIEW PUZZLER, January 2013 by Susan Allen-Warren 
 

 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  This photo was 

taken in Parkview.  The photographer was standing in the 

street or on the sidewalk within our neighborhood.  Can you 

identify the address?  Send your answer to 

parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging rights.  The 

answer and name of the first person to send in the correct 

answer will be published in the next newsletter.  By the way, 

the resident of this house is not eligible! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winner of last month’s Parkview 

Puzzler is Christine Knoten of 6363 

Pershing Avenue, the first to e-mail in 

the correct answer on December 17th.  

The cat statue in the picture is located 

atop the  home at 6322 McPherson.  

Here is a photo to prove it.  Good eye, 

Christine! 
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GIANT OAKS SUCCUMB 
 

 

These pictures were taken by Marshall Crosby and submitted by Shelley 

Pryor.  The century old oak from the tree lawn in front of their home at 

6345 Westminster was taken down.   

 

 

These pictures are of an oak removed from the tree lawn in front of 6236 

Waterman.   
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Wednesday January 16, 2013 

7:00pm update meeting 

7:30 program 

 

City Garden: 

St. Louis’s urban garden and sculpture park 

Join Art and Education Consultant, Kathryn Adamchick for a 

look at the history and award-winning design of Citygarden. 

Citygarden is an urban oasis in downtown St. Louis, which has 

been compared to Chicago’s Millennium Park and Seattle’s 

Sculpture Park.  Discover how native trees, grasses and 

wildflowers, engaging water features, and  a collection of 

modern and contemporary sculpture combine to create a unique 

outdoor destination in St Louis. 

Please join us at the home 

of our host: 

 

Lisa Jenkins Oltz 

6315 Washington 

PLEASE RSVP 

To 

(314) 725-2580 

Or 

lisaoltz@gmail.com 

 

mailto:triciamckelvy@aol.com
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21st Annual MLK Commemoration 

Sunday, January 20th, 3pm-5pm 

[Grace United Methodist Church, 6199 Waterman] 

 

 

The SDCC Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Committee invites 

neighbors and friends to its 21st annual celebration of the 

life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Join us for a 

day of music, reflection, and remembrance. 

 

 

 

 

MLK Day & Presidents Day Bowling for Skinker DeBaliviere 

Monday, January 21st, 12pm-3pm & 

Monday, February 18th, 12pm-3pm 

[Pin Up Bowl, 6191 Delmar] 

Looking for something fun to do on your day off?? Family and friends of all ages 

are welcome to come out and bowl with the neighborhood! $10 for unlimited 

bowling, shoe rental included. Lanes will be shared, two-game rotation. Food and 

Drink will be for sale.  A portion of the sales from this event will be contributed 

to the Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council. 

 

POLICE AND FIREFIGHTER LUNCHEON 

Wednesday, February 13th, 11am-4pm 

SDCC Office, 6008 Kingsbury Ave. 

February 13th is the Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood’s annual luncheon to thank the Police and the  

Firefighters who take care of the Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhood. Please stop by the SDCC office 

to say hello and thank the police and firefighters personally for their hard work. Volunteers Needed! If  

you are available to donate a dish or volunteer during the police & firefighter luncheon please contact Ruth  

Johnson at 314-367-7267. 

 

http://missouri.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7329925f9a297af5b89c903d&id=deaf644024&e=b6ca9ad9ad
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Please join us for the 

first EVER 

Parkview Book Club meeting! 

 
http://galileo.d11.org/Drama%20Club%20Slideshow/Forms/DispForm.aspx?ID=3 

 

 

 

When:  January 29, 2013 at 6:30 PM 

Where:  Vogel residence @ 6347 Waterman Avenue 

What:  Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen 

Who:  You! (feel free to invite friends, non-Parkview residents are welcome) 

 

In keeping with the British theme, a delicious Shepherd’s Pie will be available for dinner.  Please bring a side 

or dessert to share! 
 

Please RSVP to facilitate meal planning:  Tiphanie Vogel (tiphanievogel@aol.com). 

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF PARKVIEW AGENTS 

Wednesday, January 9, 2013, 7:00 PM 

 

Agents Present  -  Mary Broun, Beth Fagan, Amrit Gill, Karen Godar, Lynn Huson, Steve Laury, Lee 

Lawless, Randal Markarian, Chris Mutrux, Mary Pat O’Gorman, Jim Warren. 

 

Agent Absent  -  Eli Shuter. 

 

Parkview 2013 resident assessment payments are due by January 31
st
. 

 

Trees  -  In 2011 trimming of street trees on Waterman, Westgate and in the parks was completed at a cost of 

$20,000.  In  2012 trimming was completed on Pershing, McPherson and Westminster.  The Pershing 

trimming cost was $5400, and bills are pending for McPherson and Westminster, which will be paid from the 

2012 budget.  Washington is scheduled for trimming in 2013. 

 

Security  -  The new officers assigned to Parkview by A1 Security are Alexander Berry and Stewart Pettis.  

Officer Berry will be providing security for six days per week.  Officer Pettis will be working one day per 

week in Parkview.  The contact information is as follows: 

 

A1 Office Pager  -  (314)726-1717 

Officer Berry’s Cell  -  (314)285-7077 

Officer Pettis’ Cell  -  (314)378-3490 

 

The Agents approved gifts to Jo Stern, BJ Clutter, and Fred Giraud, on behalf of the Parkview neighborhood 

and the Agents, in appreciation of their tireless volunteer work in the parks and in providing the excellent 

communication to the neighborhood via the monthly newsletter, and email notices.  Thank you Jo,  BJ, and 

Fred (and his tireless assistant, Judith!!). 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, the Agent for hospitality, has received a number of offers of assistance with her 

planning of Parkview events.  Please contact Mary Pat if you are interested in helping in any way with  

planning and executing Parkview activities  -  email    holtgreivemp@hotmail.com    or phone    725-7791. 

 

The Agents approved the 2013 Parkview budget which is attached. 

 

Meeting Adjourned  -  Karen Godar, Secretary.   

mailto:holtgreivemp@hotmail.com
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 
 

 

 

Mary Broun, President, Trees and Parks, 

          Community Relations 

mbbroun@sbcglobal.net            

6348 Washington                      862-2240 

 

Lee Lawless, Vice-President, Infrastructure,       

          Legal 

lee_lawless@fd.org 

6301 Washington                      727-4097   

 

Karen Godar, Secretary, New Resident Welcome 

          Packets, Skinker DeBaliviere Community 

          Council      

kargo60@sbcglobal.net 

6366 Waterman                         727-2649 

 

Beth Fagan, Co-Treasurer 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing                           725-3524 

 

Jim Warren, Co-Treasurer, Irrigation,  

 Infrastructure 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   
6352 Washington                      727-2213   

 

Amrit Gill, Infrastructure, Building Plan 

            Review (City)*        

 

Lynn Relic-Huson, Legal 

311 Westgate                            862-5369 

relichuson@aol.com   

 

Stephan Laury, Security 

slaury6253@gmail.com                                              

6253 Washington                      520-5580 

 

Randall Markarian, Securtiy 
randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman                         727-7299 

 

Chris Mutrux, Gates, Building Plan Review     

                 (U. City)* 

jacmutrux@charter.net    

217 Westgate                            706-4020 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Hospitality 

holtgreivemp@hotmail.com 

6342 Pershing                           725-7791 

 

Eli Shuter, Trees and Parks 

ers7345@bjc.org 

6240 McPherson                       863-0220 

 

 

                  

amrit@restorationstl.com   

6218 Waterman                        727-5200 

 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

Security:  A-1 Security (pager)  314-726-1717  

Officer Berry  Cell:  314-285-7077  

Officer Pettis   Cell:  314-378-3490  

Emergency:  911 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkviewweb@gmail.com 

 

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=mbbroun%40sbcglobal.net
mailto:lee_lawless@fd.org
http://compose.mail.yahoo.com/?To=kargo60%40sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:relichuson@aol.com
mailto:slaury6253@gmail.com
mailto:randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:jacmutrux@charter.net
mailto:holtgreivemp@hotmail.com
mailto:ers7345@bjc.org
mailto:amrit@restorationstl.com
mailto:parkview12agents@gmail.com
http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/

