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THE ALLEY CAT 

The Alley Cat stopped by my house to say he had seen me walking with a young 

child and wanted to know who she was.  “That is my almost-four year-old 

granddaughter, Sadie, who was visiting us with her mother for several days in 

June.  Our daughter, Allison, and Sadie are moving to St. Louis next week.”  “You 

seemed to enjoy your walk with her,”said the Cat.  Yes, indeed, it was a very 

interesting and educational experience. “How so?”  asked the Cat.  “She taught me 

to look at things in a much different way.  Every few minutes, she would ask 

WHY?  She noticed things I had over-looked on my walks around the Parkview 

streets.  WHY is this tree like that?  WHY is the flower this color?, etc., etc.  She 

reminded me of my grandson who is now 18.  When he was younger our family 

went to the Grand Canyon. I stayed with him on the rim while the remainder of the 

family descended into the Canyon.  I believed his new word for the trip was 

WHY?  He would ask WHY about everything. I remembered that is the way it is with young, inquisitive 

minds.  I knew answers to some of his inquiries, but for some I didn’t   Finally, when I told him I did not 

know the answer to several of his questions, he declared, ‘grandpa you’re not as smart as grandma.  She 

knows the answers to all my questions’.  So, I didn’t answer Sadie the way I did my grandson years earlier.  I 

gave more thought to her questioning… What if we adults could take a walk and like a 4 yr. old, who notices 

everything, ask WHY?”  The Alley Cat chimed in saying “that’s hard for you to do because you see the world 

from 6 feet up whereas a young child sees her world from the ground level.  She notices things you may not 

see.  And she takes smaller steps than you do.  You need to slow down and look with a different perspective—

with the inquisitive mind of a young person.”  Then I said, “This is what Susan Allen-Warren is asking us to 

do with the Parkview Puzzler.  We may not notice interesting things in the neighborhood if we are in a hurry 

to get somewhere. But if we let ourselves wander, we may see many things we have missed.”  “Now you got 

it!” declared the Alley Cat.  “Just think what you would see if you moved slower and were on all fours like 

me.  I see the neighborhood in a whole different way.  I have different eyes than you have.”  “You are 

correct”, I said.  “Your advice reminds me of what I read in the Tulane Magazine.  In an article, Marcel 

Proust, the French writer, was quoted as saying:  ‘The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new 

landscapes, but in having new eyes.’”  “That is meaningful”, said the Alley Cat who suggested all of us take 

a voyage of discovery around the Parkview neighborhood to see what we may discover for the first time. 

 

Newsletter 
July 2013 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

A number of people contributed to this edition of the Newsletter.  They are Sarah, Alec, Rachel, 

and Erik Solverud, Judy Giraud, BJ Clutter, Susan Allen-Warren, Trisha Pflantz, Tiphanie Vogel, 

Jessica Angelette, Rebecca Lobb, and Peggy Szwabo.  Thank you. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Sarah, Alec, Rachel, and Erik Solverud 

 

 

     Erik and Sarah Solverud and their two children moved in at 

6311 Washington on June 17, leaving behind a home with 4 ½ 

acres in Florissant.  Would the giving up a spacious property for 

the benefits of a shorter commute prove a worthwhile exchange 

for this family’s relocation?   

     Erik has been driving 40 minutes to and from work with the 

law firm of Spencer Fane Britt and Browne, located in Clayton.  

Their 15-year-old son Alec began at SLU High School last year.  

“We decided it’s time to move a little more central.  With the 

longer drive before we were seeing Alec about 20 minutes a 

day.  Rachel loves this area.  We’re here all the time.”  She let 

mom and dad know she’d be happy to transfer there. 

     Other circumstances began to fall into place.  The University City school district where Sarah had 

interviewed offered her a job. 

     “I was teaching in Hazelwood.  I’ll teach 7
th

 grade math for U-City this fall at Brittany Woods.”   

     With the news of her new job, the kids changing schools, then finding the perfect home more centrally 

located in Parkview, reducing daily drive times is looking better than ever, leaving Sarah to pronounce, “The 

stars were aligned.”   

     Hovering near Rachel as we visited was the family pet, a 5-year-old West Highland white terrier mix 

named Sasquatch or “Sassy”.   

     “What shocked me most [about Parkview] was the number of rabbits,” Rachel said, absent-mindedly 

patting a passive Sassy at her side on the easy chair, who may have been dreaming of chasing bunnies in the 

neighborhood while we chatted. 

     One of the indoor adventures this active, athletic family enjoys is cooking.  On days when mom isn’t 

experimenting with a new dish, Rachel said one of her favorite family activities is YOYO dinners.   

     “That stands for ‘You’re On Your Own,’” explained Sarah, smiling.   

     “Each of us makes our own favorite,” said Rachel.  “Alec always makes grilled cheese.” 

     How did Erik and Sarah meet?  “I was at Quincy College, now Quincy University, on a soccer scholarship.  

I played goalie, Erik was there playing football” as a tight end.  They met through mutual friends involved in 

sports.  Both of their families are from the St. Louis area, Erik’s in Florissant and Sarah’s in St. Peters.  The 

couple returned to St. Louis after Quincy for Erik to attend SLU law school.  They lived in Ferguson for 7 

years, then in Florissant for almost 12. 

     What will it be like for Sarah to teach at Brittany Woods?  Some find working with middle school aged 

children an insurmountable challenge.  Young teens are at a time in their lives when their newly raging 

hormones, their struggle to acquire a sense of self, and attempts to establish their place in their peer group all 

combine to make them difficult to work with for many folks.  This does not appear to impede Sarah.   

     “I love it.  You learn to have a sense of humor and not take anything personally.  It all boils down to 

establishing a mutual respect with the students.”  Her subject?   “Math.  I make it applicable to daily life.”  

Her “audition” for Brittany Woods was to teach one classroom session on scale drawings and how that relates 

to mathematical skills.  Apparently she received rave reviews, with students asking when she can return.   

     What activities bring this family together?  Both parents have coached soccer teams for the kids and Alec 

plays soccer with his high school.  They all play golf together, although a game may turn into a scramble if 

they get behind on the course, each player taking turns hitting the best-placed ball.  They also enjoy traveling, 

cooking and discovering new restaurants.   
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     “We traveled to Germany,” piped up Rachel.  “We saw the Neuschwanstein Castle,” she explained, the 

model for the iconic Disney Castle.  “That was my favorite.”   

     Sarah explained Erik spent some of his time growing up on an army base when his father was stationed in 

Germany.  “He wanted to share that childhood memory with us.  The country is charming at Christmas time.” 

Rachel nodded her agreement. 

     Recently Erik and Sarah completed a ritual that made them feel like real U-City locals.   

     “This past Thursday we went to a concert at the Pageant.   We saw O.A.R.,” abbreviated for Of a 

Revolution, an American rock band.  “It was a really good concert.  We’ve been to the Loop; been to 

Blueberry Hill for a burger.”  But the ability to walk from home to one of the best concert venues in St. Louis 

made them feel like they were finally settling into their new neighborhood.   

     “Yeah, and we’re only about ten steps to Chipotle!” said Rachel, weighing in her vote for favorite eatery. 

     Sarah shared this: 

“I was recently gardening in the back yard.  At our old house we had a back yard filled with wildflowers.  I 

was very pleased when I saw this yard is filled with hostas and I wanted to bring some of the wildflowers like 

I had at the old house.  I was out back, organizing my pots, listening to the sound of traffic, people walking 

by, and I heard the sound of a saxophone.  I realized how relaxing it was after a crazy day.” 

     Toward the end of our interview Erik arrived from work.  How long was his commute?  

     “Today it was eight minutes.” 

     Welcome home. 

          (Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

 

NEIGHBORS BEING NEIGHBORS  by Trisha Pflantz 

 

 

If you need a little help from your neighbors, we're at your service. Neighbors Being 

Neighbors will provide meals or other help to Parkview residents who have welcomed a 

new baby, are struggling with a serious illness, have had a death in the family, or have 

some other need for temporary assistance.  

 

Neighbors Being Neighbors is a project of Parkview's Hospitality Committee. The 

committee wants to offer residents a variety of ways to connect with their neighbors.  

  

Trisha Pflantz is the contact for residents who need support, as well as residents who can 

volunteer to help. Several Parkview residents have signed up to help neighbors in need. 

In order to respect the privacy of residents who may need help, Trisha will provide only pertinent information 

to volunteer residents about a family's needs and how best to meet them. 

 

For further information, contact Trisha at 314-664-7714 or by email at tpflantz@gmail.com 

 

 

RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 

Rachel Ebeling (Waterman) is congratulated for her work with the Angel Band Project.  This group helps 

victims of sexual violence through music therapy.  The Angel Band Project was recently recognized as the 

Best New Charity in 2013 by Ladue News. 

 

Florian Kuplent (Washington) was pictured in the Post Dispatch on Sunday, July 7 with colleagues who 

began Urban Chestnut Brewing.  An article about craft beer told their story of beginning this new enterprise.  

 

 

tel:314-664-7714
mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
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SCENES FROM THE PARKVIEW PICNIC 
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NEW RESIDENTS 

 

Sarah and Erik Solverud, Alec and Rachel, 6311 Washington, 314-803-3549   

  Former owner:  Ryan Pride 

 

Nan and Steve Wisniewski, 6313 Waterman, Nan: 314-346-3308 Steve: 636-346-5070.                                

  Former owner:  Cynthia Sandberg 

 

Theresa and Jay Sheinfield, 6311 Waterman, Jay: 314-805-6734  Terry:  314-805-6781 

  Former owner:  Mary Lieber 

 

Michelle and Brian Fiedler, 6224 McPherson  314-773-3717  Former owners: Diana and E. Perry Johnson 

 

Stephanie and Garrett White and Addison, 6234 Washington 314-300-8121  cell: 636-485-6972 

  Former owners:  Douglas Berg and Dange Keosulyte 

 

Erin Frazier and Megan White, 6322 Pershing, Erin: 314-374-7495   Megan: 314-853-6531 

  Former owners:  Brett and Laura Chappell 

 

Yolanda Villa, 6374 Waterman 314-863-1992  Former residents: Mark and Pat Williams 

 

 

ST. LOUIS INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FILM FESTIVAL 

Cinema St. Louis (CSL) has completed the schedule for the First Annual St. Louis InternationalChildren’s 

Film Festival (SLIFF/Kids), presented by PNC Arts Alive. PNC Arts Alive is a multi-year, $2 million 

investment from The PNC Foundation that supports visual and performing arts groups with the goal of 

increasing arts access and engagement in new and innovative ways. 

SLIFF/Kids features film programs on the fest’s two weekends (July 26-28 and Aug. 2-4). Venues include 

Webster University, the St. Louis Public Library, the Missouri History Museum, Washington University, 

Lindenwood University, the Wildey Theatre (in Edwardsville, Ill.), and Ronnies 20 Cine. All film programs 

are free. 

In addition to the film programs, CSL offers filmmaking camps on live action and animation at the St. Louis 

Public Library’s Creative Experience on the fest’s weekdays (July 29-Aug. 2). And on Aug. 3, a full-day 

animation workshop for teens is held at the Saint Louis Art Museum. The camps are free of charge; the 

animation workshop is $75, but all supplies and materials are provided. 

Full details of the SLIFF/Kids program, including descriptions of the films, can be found at the Cinema St. 

Louis Web site: www.cinemastlouis.org. For more information on PNC Arts Alive, visit 

www.pncartsalive.com. 

 

http://www.cinemastlouis.org/sliffkids-childrens-film-festival
http://www.cinemastlouis.org/sliffkids-childrens-film-festival
http://www.cinemastlouis.org/sliffkids-childrens-film-festival
http://www.cinemastlouis.org/
http://www.pncartsalive.com/
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Fiftieth Anniversary 

GATEWAY FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA 
 

Sunday July 14 

Music of the Tsars 

 

Sunday, July 21 

Tribute to Maestro William Schatzkamer 

 

Sunday, July 28 

An Evening at the Opera 

 

ADMISSION IS FREE 
7:00pm—Notes to Munch On 

7:30 pm—Concert 

 

Lawn Seating 

 

Bring lawn chairs or blankets  

 

Brookings Quadrangle  

 

Washington University 

 

Bring the family 
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Join us for the monthly 

Parkview Book Club! 

 
http://galileo.d11.org/Drama%20Club%20Slideshow/Forms/DispForm.aspx?ID=3 

 

When:  July 30th at 7PM 

Where:  Tiphanie Vogel’s home @ 6347 Waterman Avenue 

What:  The Good Priest’s Son by Reynolds Price 

Note:  This month’s selection by Elisabeth Price (surrogate hosted at the Vogel’s)  

 

Those with last names N to Z, please bring a drink, snack or dessert to share! 
 

New members, please RSVP to get added to the E-vite:  Tiphanie Vogel (tiphanievogel@aol.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( Photo taken by Peggy Szwabo of some of the participants at the June Book Club Meeting.) 

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com
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FIRST FRIDAYS 

 

These pictures were taken by Jessica Angelette at the First Friday gathering on July 5 in Pershing Park.  

Jessica wrote:  “Here are a few of the pictures I snapped at the picnic. Unfortunately I'm so used to getting 

pictures of kids that I didn't think to take many photos of adults.”  The next First Friday gathering on 

August 2 in Washington Park will be hosted by Gillian and Florian Kuplent. 

 

 

PARKVIEW PUZZLER, July 2013 by Susan Allen-Warren 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  This photo (left) was taken in Parkview.  

The photographer was standing in the street or on the sidewalk within our 

neighborhood.  Can you identify the address?  Send your answer to 

parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging rights.  The answer and name of the first 

person to send in the correct answer will be published in the next newsletter.  By the 

way, the resident of this house is not eligible! 

 

The winner of the June Puzzler (right, below) is Ann Smith Carr of 6253 Westminster 

with the correct answer on June 15.  Coming in with a close second is Christine Knoten 

of 6363 Pershing.  The pirate flags can be seen at the home of Barbara and Andrew 

Doris at 6245 Westminster.  The story behind the flags?  Barbara enlightened me: 

 

“We have 6 kids, and we’re rarely all in the same place at the same time.  

When they do manage to all come home at once we have an ‘Everything Party.’  

This includes Halloween, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, St. Patrick’s Day, or 

whatever.  The pirate flags were part of that celebration, along with a Santa on 

the front porch and Valentines in the windows.  We just haven’t taken them 

down.  The last party was last summer and it had been five years before that, so 

that gives you an idea.” 

 

So if neighbors notice holiday decorations going up all at once, something 

special must be happening at the Doris house (they didn’t just lose their calendar).  
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CLASSIFIED SECTION OF THE NEWSLETTER 
 

This section is open to all Parkview residents.  You may list items you wish to sell, give away, or 

want.  ADS FOR REAL ESTATE ARE PROHIBITED.  There is a 35 word limit including the 

resident’s name and telephone number (or e-mail).  The ad must be submitted by the 10
th

 of the 

month to Rebecca Lobb at lobbrebecca@gmail.com for inclusion in the Newsletter for that month. 

It is distributed around the 15
th

 of the month.  Items listed may be repeated only once in the next 

edition.  The Newsletter editor reserves the right to edit or deny material submitted, and neither 

the editor nor the Parkview Agents take any responsibility for the accuracy of ads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Items or Services Wanted 

 
Piece for Hamilton Hall Martin c 1911 wall safe.  Bernie Elkin suggested that the piece could be 
found in a comparable safe. Please let us know if you are considering removing a similar safe. 

Contact: Pat McCauley, 314-727-9655, mpmccauley@earthlink.net 

 
Mary and Bill Abkemeier would like to borrow two bikes from July 21-Aug 15; one for their 6yr. 

old grandson and another for their 8 yr. old granddaughter. 
Contact:  Mary at mary.abkemeier@fontbonne.edu 

 
Ann Robison would like to borrow a harp for her 4-ft tall granddaughter, July 31-August 12 so 

she can practice during her visit.  She’s been playing for 3 years. 
Contact:  Ann, annrrobison@hotmail.com 

 
Reliable after school sitter wanted for 1st and 3rd grade students starting August 20. Must be 

able to drive or meet students at bus stop. crmccorkle@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lobbrebecca@gmail.com
mailto:mpmccauley@earthlink.net
mailto:mary.abkemeier@fontbonne.edu
mailto:annrrobison@hotmail.com
mailto:crmccorkle@gmail.com
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Mary Broun, President & Community Relations 

mbbroun@sbcglobal.net            

6348 Washington                      862-2240 

 

Lee Lawless, Vice-President, Infrastructure,       

          Legal 

lee_lawless@fd.org 

6301 Washington                      727-4097   

 

Beth Fagan, Co-Treasurer 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing                           725-3524 

 

Jim Warren, Co-Treasurer, Irrigation, Park 

                Maintenance          

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington                      727-2213 

   

 

Amrit Gill, Infrastructure, Building Plan                       

              Review (City)* 

amrit@restorationstl.com  

Lynn Relic-Huson, Secretary & Legal 

311 Westgate                            862-5369 

relichuson@aol.com   

 

Randall Markarian, Security 
randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman                         727-7299 

 

Chris Mutrux, Gates, Building Plan Review     

                 (U. City)* 

jacmutrux@charter.net    

217 Westgate                            706-4020 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Hospitality, Welcome  

     Packets, Skinker-DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgreivemp@hotmail.com 

6342 Pershing                           725-7791 

 

 

Eli Shuter, Trees and Parks 

ers7345@bjc.org 

6240 McPherson                       863-0220

6218 Waterman                        727-5200 

        Sandy Schenck, Trees, Parks, Security 

Jessica Angelette, Legal & Hospitality                                sandy.schenck@gmail.com   

jessicaangelette@gmail.com     6211 McPherson                       863-1122 

6210 Waterman                        546-7436   

 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

Security:  A-1 Security (pager)  314-726-1717  

Officer Berry  Cell:  314-285-7077  

Officer Pettis   Cell:  314-378-3490  

Emergency:  911 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkviewweb@gmail.com 

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=mbbroun%40sbcglobal.net
mailto:lee_lawless@fd.org
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:amrit@restorationstl.com
mailto:relichuson@aol.com
mailto:randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:jacmutrux@charter.net
mailto:holtgreivemp@hotmail.com
mailto:ers7345@bjc.org
mailto:sandy.schenck@gmail.com
mailto:jessicaangelette@gmail.com
mailto:parkview12agents@gmail.com
http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/

