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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

It was an unusually cool day for July.  We have had a number of these days this 

year. I was about to go to our front porch and relax on the glider we have there.  It 

is a nice place where my wife and I drink either a glass of ice tea or, on this 

particular day with the cool weather, have a cup of hot coffee. After I opened the 

door I noticed the Alley Cat sprawled in the seat where I usually sit. “You  remind 

me of my granddaughter, Sadie, who plops in my living room chair, ahead of my 

arrival because she knows I will attempt to sit on her. She does that because she 

knows I will hug her and then play with her.  Is that what you are doing?”  “Not 

exactly, just hoping you would rub my belly.”  We sat there a number of minutes as 

I rubbed his belly.  He then rolled over and sat in my lap and said, “Lately I have 

seen a number of airplanes flying over Parkview. They make lots of noise.  Has it 

always been like that?”  “Well, to tell you the truth,  had you been alive a little over 

100 years ago, there were no airplanes and flying was a dream of two men, Wilbur and Orville Wright.  I just 

completed reading a book by David McCullough, The Wright Brothers. These men of unusual ability and 

never ending curiosity from Dayton, Ohio were bicycle mechanics who dared to dream that they could make a 

flying machine. Although they had a number of setbacks in their quest to make a machine that could fly, they 

never stopped trying.  Of course they had lots of moral support from their father, Milton, and their sister, 

Katharine. And their mother, Susan, always encouraged them in their creative play.”   “That’s awesome”, said 

the Alley Cat.  “You know you and I can learn much from these two men.  They had a vision that they could 

fly then, they did something to bring it about.” The Alley Cat got the message and said, “Both your 

granddaughter and I had a goal in mind; then she and I did something to attain our goals. I rolled over on my 

back, purred nicely and you pet me on my belly.  And your granddaughter had her dream of getting you to 

play with her and then sat in your chair to attain her goal.  What you are saying is true of humans as well as 

alley cats, right?” Correct!  

 

 

 

Newsletter 
July 2015 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

The following people made contributions to this month’s Newsletter:  Susan Allen-Warren, Kelly 

Botteron and Bob Mc Kinstry, Jessica Angelette, Trish Pflantz, Mary Pat O’Gorman, Tiphanie 

Vogel, Mary Broun, BJ Clutter, and Judith Giraud.  Thank you. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Kelly Botteron and Bob McKinstry 

 

      Our new neighbors Bob McKinstry and Kelly Botteron 

moved into the house at 6314 Waterman on the first of 

May.  They brought with them three pets:  Two cats, 

Brandi and Mia, named after 1999 U.S. World Cup soccer 

players.  Their miniature Dachshund is named Pascal.  

Previous dogs were named Faraday and Tesla, explained 

Kelly, foreshadowing an interest in scientific discoveries 

that this couple's career paths have reflected. 

      Bob, who is Chief of Radiology at St Louis Children's 

Hospital, began his studies in electrical engineering. 

      “I was interested in signal processing.  At that time 

studying electrical engineering lead to a career in either computers or bombs.  At one point I was working in 

an ophthalmology lab and met a guy doing imaging research, which looked interesting.  So I pursued 

radiology."  He received his MD at Harvard and PhD in Radiological Sciences at MIT. 

      “I always thought I’d do research.  But I find about half of my work is clinical.  I have developed a pretty 

good eye; I see things in the images that change the lives of children.” 

      Kelly is a child psychiatrist, pursuing neuro-imaging research.  In addition to her work studying brain 

development in healthy kids, she has also studied the brain structure of depressed children.  Eight years ago 

Kelly and Bob were awarded a new grant to study neurodevelopment in infants at risk for autism.  "We are 

searching for brain developmental markers that will predict which kids will develop autism in the future, so 

that treatment protocols can be introduced as early as possible to maximize the effects of therapeutic 

interventions." 

      The couple has five daughters between them.  “We’re kind of a Brady Bunch family," said Bob.  

      Kelly explained that she has 19-year-old twins.  “Haley is studying Biology at Washington University, but 

she’s currently in Boston taking organic chemistry at Harvard.  Sarah is at Lafayette College in Pennsylvania 

studying electrical engineering.  She is currently traveling through Germany with friends.”   

      “She’s probably sitting in a biergarten as we speak,” added Bob jovially.  The oldest is Lauren, 27.  She 

earned her doctorate in physical therapy, graduated and married last year, and is currently working in lower 

Manhattan. 

      Bob's daughters are Katie, 20, a junior at Boston University, who is currently doing an internship in 

Human Resources in London.  Meagan, age 21, currently in Chicago on a legal fellowship, is a senior at 

Grinnell College in Iowa, majoring in sociology. 

      The two crossed paths several years ago as Washington University professors.  Both had applied for a 

National Institutes of Health grant to study normal brain development.  Both were competing for the same 

grant, and won it, but their department determined only one could proceed. They were told to work it out 

between them.  Kelly was studying ages four and up, Bob was studying birth to age four. When they 

discovered their work was complementary they decided to share the grant.  From 2001 to 2007 they worked 

together closely on the project.  

      Currently both work for Washington University Medical Center at St. Louis Children’s Hospital. “You’d 

think we’d see each other more,” Kelly said, “but we are both so busy, we don’t.  Before we dated, we did 

most of our talking on conference calls.”  Then they would see each other in passing and catch up a little.  She 

told him she was going through a divorce.  About a year later his wife asked for a divorce and Bob told Kelly 

this in a stairwell in passing.  “It occurred to me later that she might have thought I was hinting at something 

between us,” said Bob, “but I wasn’t.  I was just commiserating.” 

      They began dating in the summer of 2012.  "After the girls went off to college in the fall of 2014, we 

bought the house together here in the spring."  Bob moved in from Chesterfield, and Kelly moved in from 
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Ladue.  "Since moving in, the girls have visited and really like it," Kelly said.  The couple was surprised to 

find they knew a lot of people in the neighborhood, including work colleagues and friends their kids went to 

school with at John Burroughs. 

      Using the Metro Link has been a great bonus, added Bob.  "Our commute is 20 minutes from kitchen to 

office.” 

      What hobbies provide balance to their work life?  Kelly likes to walk or jog to the park.  Bob runs, though 

less now than in the past when he completed five marathons.  Both enjoy traveling and skiing, getting the girls 

to join them whenever possible.  Both play piano for each other.  Kelly likes gardening and cooking, and is 

currently growing tomatoes and herbs in the new garden.  

      "Work is a hobby," said Kelly.  "I love my work so much I do it at home as much as the hours I spend in 

the lab." 

      Welcome Bob and Kelly to the neighborhood! 

(Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

 

PARKVIEW PUZZLER   by Susan Allen-Warren 

 

 

 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  This 

photo was taken in Parkview. The photographer 

was standing in the street or on the sidewalk within 

our neighborhood.  Can you identify the address?  

Send your answer to parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com 

to win bragging rights.  The answer and names of 

the first people to send in the correct answer will be 

published in the next newsletter.  By the way, the 

resident of this house is not eligible! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Carr wins bragging rights for last month’s 

puzzler for sending in the correct address of Ted and 

Etta Taylor’s home at 3607 Westminster.  Etta says 

she gets compliments and questions about the 

interesting paint effect on her home’s exterior. When 

the Taylors moved into the home in 1968 the ivy had 
been there for years.  Eventually they decided to 

remove it, but the impression of the ivy remained 

behind on the grey paint, like an artistic shadow.  

Here’s a larger photo of the lovely effect. 

 

Congratulations to Ann and thanks for playing! 
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A UNIQUE INTERVIEW 

 

An interview with 101-year-old Hattie Mae MacDonald of Feague, Kentucky: 

 

Reporter:  Can you give us some health tips for reaching the age of 101? 

 

Hattie:   For better digestion, I drink beer.  In case of appetite loss, I drink white wine. 

 

For low blood pressure, I drink red wine.  In case of high blood pressure, I drink scotch.  And when I have a  

 

cold, I drink Schnapps. 

 

Reporter:  And when do you drink water? 

 

Hattie:  I’ve never been that sick. 

 

Reporter:  What do you like about being 101? 

 

Hattie:  No peer pressure! 

 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

52nd SEASON 

GATEWAY FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA 
 

Dr. James Richards, Conductor 
 

 

Sunday July 19, 2015 Exceptional Expatriates 
Ben Vennard, String Bass—Young Artist Soloist 

 

Sunday, July 26, 2015—Hidden Hymns and Chants, by Chance? 
Fariga Drayton, Cello Soloist 

 

ADMISSION IS FREE 
7:10pm—Notes to Munch On 

7:30 pm—Concert 

 

Bring lawn chairs or blankets for relaxing under the stars at the Brookings Quadrangle 

on the campus of Washington University. 
 

Parking is free and plentiful.  For handicap access, an elevator to the Quadrangle is 

available at the south end of Brookings. 

 

Ted Drewes Frozen Custard is available for purchase.  Children receive free attendance 

prizes. 
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THE SUMMER PICNIC OF 2015 

Thanks to all who made this 

event a wonderful success.  

Neighbors had a chance to 

visit with one another. 
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 

(from left to right) Trisha Pflantz, Kelly Howard, Sherida Tollefson, Dorothy Doyle, Nancy Ritzel, 

Susan Allen-Warren, and Jennifer Fanson   (Photo by Tiphanie Vogel) 
 

      Grinding poverty, bad luck and ill-considered government policy conspire against the main characters in 

Rohinton Mistry’s novel “A Fine Balance,” which the Parkview Book Club discussed at its June meeting. The 

book’s title, book club members agreed, is reflective of the fine balance between holding onto joy and hope 

despite miserable circumstances or allowing the misery to take hold. 

      The book is set in the mid-1970s in an unnamed city in India, during a period when the government has 

declared emergency rule. The book serves as a critique of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi and her anti-poverty 

policies, which in this novel seem designed to eliminate poverty by getting rid of impoverished people. Mistry 

describes the filth and chaos of city living, where bribes and connections become essential to everyday 

functions like keeping an apartment or finding employment.  

      Three newcomers arrive in this city at the beginning of the book: a tailor and his nephew, who have fled 

caste oppression in their hometown, and a country-raised youth whose middle-class parents are sending him 

to school to expand his economic options. Their paths cross in the apartment of a middle-aged widow, Dina, 

who needs to expand her fortunes in order to keep her late husband’s apartment. 

      Book club members marveled at the ability of the two tailors, Ishvar and Om, to keep a sense of optimism, 

despite a series of catastrophic events. The two men lose everything they value, time and again, but are able to 

not just survive but to find the best in their circumstances. Mistry contrasts their unflagging will to survive 

with their country-bred counterpart, Maneck, whose naivete and optimism ultimately tear him apart. 

      Although the book is set in the 1970s, some of the problems described exist in India even now. Just days 

after the book club’s discussion, a club member shared a news article about how a third of the world’s 

population does not have access to proper toilets. The article cited India as a prime example of inadequate 

toilet access, which can lead to polluted water sources and a variety of intestinal diseases. Mistry touched on 

these issues in passing, whether the characters were defecating near the railroad tracks by their shantytown or 

walking carefully on boards to avoid stepping in the waste flowing down the streets of their city. 

      Coincidentally, the first name of the title character in the book club’s next selection is India, but the two 

books are worlds apart. “Mrs. Bridge,” by Evan Connell, follows the adult life and marriage of a housewife in 

Kansas City, Mo., between the First and Second World Wars. The club will meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, July 

28, at the home of Christina Dougherty, 6335 Westminster Place. 

      Any Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the book club. The club meets on the final 

Tuesday of each month. To receive emails about future book club meetings, contact Tiphanie Vogel at 

tiphanievogel@aol.com.  (Written by Trish Pflantz) 

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com
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MOVIE NIGHT 

 

The big screen returns to Parkview for Outdoor Movie Night, set for 

7:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 22, in Pershing Park. (Weather permitting, 

of course!) 

 

Events coordinator Trisha Pflantz is taking nominations for what 

movie to show. (One caveat: The film must be currently available on 

DVD.) Then Parkview picks its feature film — Trisha will compile a 

list of nominees and put it to a neighborhood vote. Email Trisha at 

tpflantz@gmail.com to suggest a film. 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 

 

 

        SKINKER DEBALIVIERE  

 

 

                   7
th

 ANNUAL HOMECOMING 

 

                  

                      Details coming next month  

mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
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DO THESE BELONG TO YOU? 

 
 

 

 

These bottle openers were left behind after the picnic in 

Washington Park on June 28.  Owners may contact Trish 

Pflantz at tpflantz@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 
 

BROWN PLANTERS MISSING 

 

Yolanda Villa, the former pastor of Grace UMC, moved back to KC last week.  She left two large brown 

planters in the front yard.  One was in the form of a frog.  When she returned to pick them up they were 

gone.  The church did not move them.  Perhaps, someone thought she did not want them.  She does. If you can 

help locate these, contact Yolanda at revvilla56@gmail.com 

 

 

NEW RESIDENTS 

 

Robin Roderick has been appointed pastor of Grace UMC.  She lives in the parsonage 6374 Waterman.     

 Welcome to Parkview. Phone: 725-3608 

 

Lisa and Brian Hughes, Jake, Maggie, Ellie, Will -- 6315 Washington        Phones: Lisa: 566-3031    

             Brian 750-3312       Former residents:  Carrie and Joseph Steinbach      

 

NEW GATE CODE CHANGE AND BROKEN LOCK  by Jessica Angelette 

 

As was approved by a vote at the annual meeting, the code on the pedestrian gates at Limits Walk and 

Westgate was recently changed; it is now 65241. The lock company completed the change at about 1:30 p.m. 

on July 7. By 4:15 the same afternoon, a Parkview resident reported that the handle to the Westgate lock had 

been broken. A lock company employee determined that the gate had been intentionally and forcefully 

damaged. He is currently attempting to salvage a part from another broken lock so that the entire mechanism 

will not have to be replaced. 

 

The cost to Parkview for changing the lock code was slightly more than $200. A new lock or handle has in the 

past cost nearly $1000. 

 

If you have any information about this vandalism of the gate, please email jessicaangelette@gmail.com. I also 

welcome suggestions for balancing a desire for keeping the pedestrian gates in working condition with that of 

maintaining a private and quiet neighborhood atmosphere for those who live near the gates. 

 

 

 

mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
mailto:revvilla56@gmail.com
mailto:jessicaangelette@gmail.com
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OUR CONDOLENCES 

 

We express our condolences to Peggy Szwabo and her husband, John Forbis (Washington), at the death of 

Peggy’s mother, Mary “Elizabeth” Szwabo.  Burial was July 11 in Jackson, Mo. 

 

 
  

Skinker-DeBaliviere Update by Mary Pat O’Gorman 

 

Sat, July 25, 10:00am – 11:30am 
Aging in Place Workshop: "It Takes a Village!" with STL Village at the SDCC office, 6008 Kingsbury Ave 

Madeline Franklin from STL Village will discuss the history of the village movement which provides options 

for seniors to “age in community”. Further discussion will stress the benefits of building & being a member 

of a village of neighbors helping each other and staying active together. 

 

Saturday, August 1, 9:30 am - 11:30 am 
Mandala Making: Collaborative Youth Art Workshop, Greg Freeman Park and SDCC Office, 6008 Kingsbury 

Ave 

Youth from 7 years to teens are invited to participate in this creative event! Participants will use shapes and 

pattern to create a collaborative mandala in collage form and then paint it in clay slip, a temporary and 

washable material, on the plaza at Greg Freeman Park as a gift to the neighborhood. Participants will also 

have the opportunity to create their own mandala drawing to take home, using what they have learned. The 

workshop will be led by neighborhood artist Leah Nguyen whose work can be seen at 

http://planetpaintpeople.com/. Space is limited and pre-registration is encouraged. Registration forms are 

available at the SDCC Office or may be downloaded on the website. 

 

Tuesday, August 4, 6pm – 9pm 
National Night Out BBQ Concert: Non-Stop Reggae, Lucier Park 

 

Saturday, August 8, 10:00 am 
Workshop for Seniors: Protecting Your Finances, SDCC office, 6008 Kingsbury Ave.  

Shelly Conley from Eagle Bank & Trust, and Evelyn Jamison from State Farm will talk about identity theft, 

how to avoid scams, how to manage your money better and protect your assets via long-term care insurance.  

 

Saturday August 22, 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
Rags to Riches, Throughout the Skinker DeBaliviere Neighborhood 

Maps and vendor lots at the Grace United Methodist parking lot at Skinker & McPherson 

Shop ‘til you drop at the neighborhood yard sale! Multiple vendors will be selling their used goods at this 

annual community-wide sale sponsored by Rosedale Neighborhood Association & SDCC. Vendor registration 

forms can be picked up at the SDCC Office (6008 Kingsbury Ave.) or download the PDF form here: Rags to 

Riches Registration Form 2015. Hurry! Submit your registration form before August 15 to take advantage of 

early-bird pricing and make sure you get on the map. If you would like more information, please contact the 

SDCC Office at (314) 862-5122 during office hours Mon – Thurs, 10:00AM – 4:00PM, e-mail 

SDCC@skinker-debaliviere.com or visit the SDCC website. 
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 
 

 

Randall Markarian, President, Community  

         Relations 

Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

     

Beth Fagan, Vice President, Community  

         Relations, Neighborhood Communications 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 503-1136 

 

Jim Warren, Treasurer, Infrastructure, Parks &      

         Trees 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker-                      

Mark Jacobs, Infrastructure, Security 

stljakes@charter.net   

6229 Washington   H: 863-5108  C: 359-9771 

   

Trisha Pflantz, Community Relations, Welcome    

           Packets, Events 

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 664-7714   C: 265-7945                        

    

Sandy Schenck, Trees & Parks                     
sandy.schenck@gmail.com 

6211 McPherson   H: 863-1122   C: 378-7891  

 

 

Erik Solverud, Building Review 

esolverud@spencerfane.com  

           DeBaliviere Rep     6311 Washington   C: 803-3548 

holtgrievemp@hotmail.com  

6342 Pershing   H: 725-7791    C: 306-5514                         Tim Swanson, Infrastructure, Trees & Parks  

        Swanny.kt@gmail.com    

Jessica Angelette, Legal, Gates               6350 Waterman  C: 374-6008    

jessicaangelette@gmail.com         

 6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436                               Rick Yackey, Building Review, Infrastructure 

        ryackey@hotmail.com        

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review   6336 Westminster    560-6566 

larafuchs105@hotmail.com                                                   

6219 Pershing         H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597        

 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

  

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting 

extra patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkviewweb@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:stljakes@charter.net
mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.schenck@gmail.com
mailto:esolverud@spencerfane.com
mailto:holtgrievemp@hotmail.com
mailto:Swanny.kt@gmail.com
mailto:jessicaangelette@gmail.com
mailto:ryackey@hotmail.com
mailto:larafuchs105@hotmail.com
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