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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

While it was still somewhat cool  last Tuesday morning I took a brief walk and met 

the Alley Cat.  He approached me from the south on Limits Walk. “Do you 

remember a few weeks ago you told me about the large number of new families we 

had in Parkview?” he asked.  “I told you I was going to make the rounds to meet as 

many of these people as possible. I did and had lots of fun.  All were very friendly to 

me probably because a large number of them told me they owned at least one cat. 

However after several visits I came across a resident that did not look anything like 

the others. He was a giant—about 8 feet tall with a long neck and four skinny legs. 

He was yellow and brown and didn’t make a sound.  Although I tried talking with 

him he was unlike the other residents I had met.  He didn’t move a muscle nor blink 

an eye.  It was the strangest thing I had ever encountered.  Do you know whom I am 

describing?”  “From your account this thing is not a person but a giraffe.  And it is 

not a live animal but a metal representation of one.”  “Is he alone or does he have other family members here?”  

“As far as I know he is the only one.”…. Then the alley Cat had that pensive look on his face.  “I can see the 

wheels turning.  What are you thinking?” I asked.  “You know how kids spend too much time indoors looking 

at TV or playing computer games? Wouldn’t it be fun if kids toured Parkview listing all the other animals in 

residents’ yards—some may be concrete, metal, etc.  That will be educational fun” said the Cat.   I chimed in 

saying, “Encourage them not to limit themselves to stone or metal. Look for live ones.  Reports have been 

received about a hawk living around Pershing Park.  And if residents don’t have live rabbits in their front yards, 

they can come to my house where there are usually three rabbits munching the grass and sometimes to my 

wife’s dismay, her flowering plants.”  The Cat continued, “Sounds like this could be lots of fun and it doesn’t 

have to be limited to kids; adults can join the fun too.  It could be a time of family discovery… I think I’ll get 

started right now.”  With that said the Cat took off down Limits Walk. 

 

Newsletter 
July 2016 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

Don Lea, Thomas Knoten, Trisha Pflantz, Judy Giraud, BJ Clutter, Mary Wright, Susan Allen-

Warren, Megan and Steven Fraley, Ann Carr, and Kent and Nancy Ritzel made contributions to 

this newsletter.  Thank you. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

                                                                 
      Gary T. Carr 

 

      

Gary T. Carr, 69, passed away at his home in St. Louis, MO on Friday, June 17th, 2016. 

He was born in El Reno, OK, on July 25, 1946 to Bobbye and Clay Carr. He is survived 

by his wife of 31-years, Ann Smith Carr; stepdaughter, Jen Hillebrandt; stepson, Beau 

Hillebrandt; daughter in-law, Angela Lamb-Hillebrandt; adored granddaughters Marion 

Chater and Ava and Alexa Hillebrandt; his loving mother, Bobbye Carr; dear brother 

and sister-in-law, David and Melissa Carr; brother-in-law and sister-in-law Pete and 

Jeanne Smith; and numerous beloved nieces, nephews, cousins, and great-nieces, 

nephews, and cousins.  

     Raised in Sapulpa, OK, Gary moved to St. Louis, MO in 1964 to attend Washington 

University on a full academic scholarship. After earning a BA in Economics, Gary 

enlisted in the U.S. Army, completed basic training and OCS, then he served The 

United States for three years active duty, as a 1st Lieutenant, U.S. Army. This included 

a 1-year tour in Vietnam. He returned to Washington University, and earned a BS in 

Civil Engineering, and JD, Order of the Coif. On January 1, 2000, after a 25-year career 

focusing on government contracts and litigation at Bryan Cave, he established a solo 

business litigation and counseling practice, in which he was still actively engaged. In 

1978, at the request of close friend Jon Bruton, Gary also became a partner in, and 

helped launch, Jon Bruton Photography, which over 38 years, has grown to become 

Bruton Stroube, a multi-faceted commercial photography studio, production company, 

and post-house. Gary was always active, with diverse interests: machinery; cars; 

motorcycles; woodworking; hunting; travel; a bibliophile; lifelong theater and 

symphony patron; enduring dedication to his Parkview neighborhood; available for 

counsel to any who asked; and above all, he was a loyal St. Louis Cardinals fan. Our 

world was enriched by Gary's presence.   
      

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/army/?personid=180418013&affiliateID=1441
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IN MEMORIAM 

 

 
 

Sarah Patricia Elder 

 

Sarah Patricia Elder, the beloved daughter of Kent and Nancy (Toal) Ritzel of 
McPherson Avenue, died June 28, 2016 in Poynette, Wisc. She was 35. 

Sarah’s family held a memorial gathering for her on July 2, 2016, at Bellefontaine 

Cemetery in St. Louis.  

As an expression of sympathy the family prefers memorial contributions to The 
Humane Society or National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parkview will hold its second annual Outdoor Movie Night on 

Saturday, Aug. 20, in Pershing Park. Help us 

decide what movie we're going to 

watch! Hospitality chair Trisha 

Pflantz is taking nominations for 

the evening’s feature film. You 

can send your submissions 

to tpflantz@gmail.com. Trisha 

will take nominations through 

Sunday, July 24, then post a survey so people can vote on their favorite nominee.  

  

mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Megan and Steven Fraley 

 

     Megan and Steven Fraley are excited about settling into 

Parkview, long-term.  They moved in last month with their 

dog, Sage.  "There's no shortage of dogs in this neighborhood," 

noted Steven. 

     Parkview neighbors may have noticed a recent 

improvement in the lushness of the side yard at 6380 

Washington.  "Steven's dad has the green thumb and has been 

over helping with some landscaping," explained Megan.  At 

the time of this interview the couple was living in their Clayton 

condo while they waited to finish work on the interior of their 

new home.  Both are native St. Louisans.  They grew up and 

met in West County.   

     Megan attended Saint Louis University and decided to move closer to the city.  She was sold on the urban 

lifestyle and vowed never to return to the suburbs, she said.  She is a Registered Dietician, and earned both her 

undergrad and graduate degrees from SLU. 

     Steven went to the University of Illinois in Champaign.  He returned to St. Louis for graduate school at 

Washington University where he earned his MBA, while working at a local investment management firm.    

     The two met in sixth grade at Parkway West Middle School.  "The grade was divided into four teams," 

explained Steven.  "We were on the same team, so we had a lot of classes together.  We started dating toward 

the end of our senior year and went to senior prom together.  But we knew we were going to different schools 

after high school." 

     "We didn’t expect to stay together," said Megan.  "We decided to just see what happens." 

     “It ended up working out,” said Steven with a smile. 

     He did a job search and found potential here in the St. Louis area.  Megan wanted to stay near the 

Clayton/University City area. 

     “Our agent took us through Ames place, to look at houses, then we walked into Parkview,” Megan 

explained.  They met a school-aged young man and asked how he liked living here.  They asked another person, 

who echoed what a great neighborhood this is to live in.  That made an impression.  They came back a few days 

later to eat at a restaurant in the Loop.  Megan said, “When we saw this house, that was it.” 

     “We’d like to think of ourselves as foodies,” continued Megan.   

     “We wanted to be within walking distance of local shops, restaurants, and bars.  We had this experience 

since we got out of college," said Steven. 

     “And the park,” interjected Megan.  “It was a priority to stay close to the park.  I’ve been running and riding 

my bike in Forest Park forever.  I’ve done a number of half-marathons, but I recently fractured my knee cap so 

I’m currently out of commission.  I just got out of my knee brace and  it's about a twelve-week heal time.  I met 

a neighbor the other day, an older woman who asked about my brace.  She told me she had the same injury.  It 

healed and she hasn’t had trouble since.  So that’s encouraging.” 

     Steven said biking and tennis are their “together hobbies.”  He also enjoys golfing and hunting for pheasant, 

quail, and duck.  “We’re both busy with charity activities and work, so we don’t have as much free time as we 

would like.  I enjoy any sports, watching or playing, and am extremely competitive.”   

     “Growing up he played baseball pretty competitively,” said Megan. “Oh, and travel.  We love to travel.”   

     “We’re leaving Friday for Europe,” Steven said.  “We travel as often as possible.” 

     What will they be doing on this vacation?   
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      “We’ve booked a food tour," said Megan.  "Eating...tasting wine and beer.  We like craft beer, but we’ll try 

anything," said Megan.  "This time we’re going to Prague and Vienna.  This trip is replacing a hiking trip we 

had planned for Chile but could no longer do it because of my knee." 

     They also ski and snowboard.  “That's one of our favorite things to do with family and friends,” Steven said. 

     His parents have a place in Steamboat Springs, Colorado.  "That's actually where we got engaged and 

married," Megan said. 

     Steven added, "We will be married four years in September.  We both just turned 30." 

     Megan works for a food management company.  “St. Louis Public Schools is my biggest account, along with 

a couple of Charter Schools.”  Her title is Associate Director of Nutrition Operation. 

     Steven works for Emerson Electric and helps manage their pension investment program.   

     Steven described their recent renovations to their Washington Avenue house.  "The first thing we did was 

remove the elevator.  It was much easier and quicker than we thought.  With the help of my brother-in-law and 

father-in-law we were able to get it completely removed in a few hours one night after work."  Clearing that out 

made room for them to turn the second floor bedroom into a master on-suite.  Megan said, “We’ve done some 

of the renovation ourselves, but the majority is with a contractor.”    

     Steven is the oldest of three siblings.  "My mom is retired and my dad still travels quite a bit for work, so she 

would definitely welcome us to stay at their house if our home isn't ready by the end of June." 

     Megan’s parents live out in West County.  “My parents still both work and help with my nieces.” 

     Steven spoke passionately about the charity work the couple does together.  "JDRF is the Juvenile Diabetes 

foundation, whose mission is working toward reducing the impact of type I diabetes." 

     "We are both on the Young Leadership Committee and hold positions," interjected Megan. 

     "We were just awarded the Future Leaders award at the annual Gala," continued Steve.  "Each year they give 

three awards: Past, Present, and Future." 

     Megan explained they are among the small group of volunteers who don’t have personal experience with 

diabetes.  “It’s important to get support from people outside of this disease.  Often the most active volunteers 

are also living with the disease themselves or in their family.  People can get worn out quickly.  By expanding 

the volunteer base outside of that circle we can keep the energy up.  We are curious to learn if other folks in 

Parkview are involved in this cause.” 

     Help us welcome the Fraleys to Parkview!                (Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

THE STORY ABOUT THE GIRAFFE from Don Lea 

 

 

“As you probably know we recently acquired the tennis court 

next to our house. After clearing out the bamboo and fence it 

seemed a lot larger and emptier than we thought it would be. 

Even after adding in some garden boxes, it still seemed kind 

of empty. I have always liked the large animals that you see 

at roadside attractions, and this seemed like a good place to 

put something. I happened to mention this to my son and he 

decided that a giraffe would be a good fathers’ day present.  

   

The giraffe is actually made of scrap pieces of sheet metal 

that are pop riveted to a metal frame.  It is not that heavy, two 

guys carried it easily. It came from Gringo Jones in the Shaw 

neighborhood.”   

 

The giraffe is located at the intersection of Limits Walks and 

McPherson. 
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RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 

Bert Vescolani (Pershing), president and CEO of the St. Louis Science Center, announced the Science Center’s 

newest permanent exhibit, GROW, which focuses on connecting people to agriculture and the food they eat 

every day.  “We want to tell the story about where food comes from, how it gets from the farm to your table, 

and tell it the only way we can tell, which is the science story” he stated recently in an article in the Post 

Dispatch.  GROW will tell that story over more than one acre of space, previously occupied by the 

Exploradome.   

 

Florian Kuplent (Washington) co-founder of St. Louis craft brewery Urban Chestnut was one of several 

hundred craft brewers from around the country who were in the Nation’s capital in early June to talk with 

members of Congress’ staff about the negative impact they believe the merger of A-B InBev/SAB Miller 

merger will have on the U.S. beer industry. 

 

Mike Kinman (Pershing) rector of Christ Church Cathedral will become the rector on November 1 of All 

Saints Episcopal Church, Pasadena, California.  His family will remain in St. Louis until next summer to allow 

his oldest son to graduate from John Burroughs School. 

 

Joe Keaveny (Westminster) was appointed by Gov. Jay Nixon to serve as an administrative law judge at the 

Department of Labor, focusing on worker’s compensation cases.  Congratulations Joe! 

 

Flint Fowler (Pershing) president of Boys and Girls Club of Greater St. Louis, was pictured in the July 6 issue 

of Town and Style, congratulating Barry Upchurch, the president-elect of the St. Louis Association of Realtors  

GREEN DINING DISTRICT 

The Delmar Loop will be recognized for their achievement of becoming the second business district in the 

nation to be certified as a Green Dining District.  

Twelve Delmar Loop restaurants have undergone Green Dining Alliance certification and have made the 

commitment to recycle, reduce their energy consumption, phase in energy efficient lighting and equipment,    

conserve water through smart strategies, purchase local goods when possible, and eliminate the use of 

Styrofoam To-Go containers.  

University City Mayor Shelley Welsch will be presenting awards for GDA certification to the following Delmar 

Loop businesses: Salt + Smoke, Blueberry Hill, Fitz’s, Three Kings Public House, Mission Taco Joint, The 

Melting Pot, Peacock Loop Diner, Eclipse Restaurant, Meshuggah Cafe, Pin-Up Bowl, Snarf’s and Piccione 

Pastry. 

The Delmar Loop is also instituting a new program in partnership with University City to provide cigarette butt 

recycling containers at Loop businesses. The Loop Special Business District volunteers and staff will empty the 

containers on a weekly basis and the cigarette butts will be recycled into concrete. 

To learn more about the Delmar Loop’s commitment to sustainability, visit www.visittheloop.com. 

NEW RESIDENTS 

Erin and John Wright and daughters Lucy (4years old) and Meli (1 1/2), 6212 Waterman. Former 

residents: Mary and Alan Wright (John’s parents).   Phones: Erin 409-1846 and  John 910-7814. 

http://www.greendiningalliance.org/2016/06/welcome-our-second-green-dining-district/
http://www.greendiningalliance.org/
http://www.visittheloop.com/
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 
 

Standing-Sheri Tollefsen, Rosalyn Schultz, Kelly 

Howard, Mary Ann Nielsen, and Trisha Pflantz  

 

Seated-Judith Giraud, Christina Dougherty, Nancy  

Johnson and Deanne Flatley 

 

     A female documentary filmmaker finds work 

making a weekly television show that promotes 

American beef and life to a Japanese audience in “My 

Year of Meats,” by Ruth Ozeki. The Parkview Book 

Club discussed Ozeki’s novel at its June meeting, 

which was hosted by Judith Giraud. 

     The main character in the book, Jane, shares many of the author’s biographical traits. Like Jane, Ozeki is the 

daughter of an American father and Japanese mother; she lived in Japan as an adult for an extended period; and 

she made documentary-style programs for a Japanese company. Parkview readers agreed that Ozeki’s own 

experiences as a filmmaker were key in realistically capturing the life and work of her main character. 

     Jane takes the job making “My American Wife!” out of desperation. Her marriage has recently ended, and 

she needs the work to keep herself afloat as a filmmaker in New York. The corporate sponsor’s idea is 

straightforward: the show must feature mainstream American families preparing and eating beef dishes. But 

Jane begins to almost comically undermine her own program, featuring a vegetarian lesbian couple one week 

and promoting Australian lamb in another show. The further she veers from the sponsor’s script, the more 

popular her show becomes in Japan. 

     Meanwhile, Jane is shocked and disturbed by the information she uncovers about the beef industry. Cattle 

ranchers doctor their animals with antibiotics and hormones to keep them healthy and to fatten them for 

slaughter. To maximize profits, some farmers go so far as to feed their livestock the remains of other animals – 

in effect making them cannibals of their own kind. This practice was blamed for an outbreak of mad cow 

disease in Great Britain in the late 1980s and throughout the 1990s. 

     Many of the practices that Ozeki described in her novel, published in 1998, have changed in the decades 

since. But journalists continue to uncover troubling details about how our food is processed, whether in the 

United States or abroad. Ozeki explores the dark side of the meat industry, raising questions about American 

consumers’ relationship with the food we eat. Do we really know what goes into the food that we buy? And if 

we do know, does it force us to change our ways? 

     By the novel’s end, Jane leaves readers to question their own relationship with knowledge. Through Jane, 

Ozeki argues that we as a society have become overwhelmed by information, so that we can only cope by 

becoming willfully ignorant. “We are paralyzed by bad knowledge, from which the only escape is playing 

dumb,” Ozeki writes. The book club discussed this point at length, particularly in relationship to the current 

political climate. 

     The book club selection for July is “A Death in the Family,” a Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by James Agee. 

Set in 1915 Tennessee, the novel focuses on the Follet family and the immediate aftermath when the family’s 

father, Jay, dies in a freak auto accident. The novel alternates points of view between Jay’s wife, his young son, 

and other members of the family as they reflect on the events leading up to Jay’s death, and the difficult days 

that follow. The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, July 26, at the home of Susan Stang, 6310 Pershing 

Ave. 

     Any Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the book club. The club typically meets on the 

final Tuesday of each month. To receive emails about future book club meetings, send an email to 

parkviewbookclub@gmail.com.    (Written by Trisha Pflantz) 

mailto:parkviewbookclub@gmail.com
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PICNIC IN THE PARK 
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Portrait of a St. Louis veteran  

By Thomas P. Knoten  (Pershing) Thomas P. Knoten is the advisor-on-duty at the Veterans Center on the 

University of Missouri-St. Louis campus.  Printed in the Post Dispatch May 30, 2016. 

Picture, if you will, in your mind’s eye the mustering-out portrait of my father in his World War I uniform. It 

hangs on our family “wall of fame,” with pride of place among framed certificates and photos. 

Edward W. Knoten was born in the century before last, and World War I broke out when he was a teenager in 

bustling, midtown St. Louis. He joined the army in 1917, trained in Texas, traveled on a troop transport ship to 

Brest, France, and was on the front line three days later. His discharge paper recites that he participated in three 

major campaigns: Amiens, Chateau-Thierry and Verdun, in the last of which on Oct. 8, 1918, he charged a 

German trench with fixed bayonet, eight days before his 21st birthday. 

Although never wounded, he was hospitalized for inhalation of German mustard gas. Once when asked whether 

mustard gas can kill, his soldierly reply was “Nah — not unless you get too much of it.” 

After the cessation of hostilities, he returned home, removed his uniform and went to work. 

By temperament, Dad was, by all accounts, congenial and sociable. He was, nevertheless, noticeably laconic 

about wartime combat experiences, avoiding giving details of his engagements with enemy soldiers. 

Doubtless, Dad preferred to sing the lyrics of “The Mademoiselle from Armentieres” and talk about how 

friendly the Aussie troops were rather than to have to choose his words carefully, haltingly, for example, about 

his emotions during the long night watch before the bayonet attack at dawn. 

A long, full life he had, not dying until almost 82 years of age on Oct. 8, 1979, 61 years to the day after his 

bayonet charge. It was a heart attack at home in bed that summoned him. Mother called for an ambulance. 

When the white-coated stretcher-bearers arrived he took one look at them and his last words to Mother were: 

“I’m ready.” 

His mustering-out portrait is fitted into an elegant ellipse-shaped wall frame. The pose shows Dad dapper in his 

high-collared corporal’s tunic, bespoke in his wide-brim campaign hat. At the base of the formal portrait are 

two American flags crossed and unfurled. At the top is perched a magnificent American eagle in a rampant 

position staring at the viewer with beak opened and wings fully extended as if to guard a prince of the realm. In 

the muted background are two marble tombstones in the shape of crosses, but hiding them are two Statue of 

Liberty-style torches, each held by a sculpted, almost angelic hand. The composition of this portrait is evocative 

of the British bedtime prayer: 

Four corners hath my bed. 

Four angels round my head. 

One to watch, one to pray, 

Two to bear my soul away. 

Alas, on Memorial Day, my thoughts go back to the citizen-soldier who was my father. On that Oct. 8, he 

joined his fallen fellows who rest in honored glory and, with them once again, he belongs to the ages. On behalf 

of a grateful nation, Dad, rest in peace. 

So say we all. 
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Randall Markarian, President 

Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

     

Beth Fagan, Vice President 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 503-1136 

 

Jim Warren, Treasurer, Infrastructure 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker  

          DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgrievemp@hotmail.com  

6342 Pershing   H: 725-7791    C: 306-5514 

 

Jessica Angelette, Legal 

jessicaangelette@gmail.com 

6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436  

 

Sean Ebeling, Gates 

Sean.ebeling@edwardjones.com  

6359 Waterman  H: 721-8867 

 

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review 

larafuchs105@hotmail.com 

6219 Pershing       H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597 

 

Mark Jacobs, Security, Building Review 

stljakes@charter.net   

6229 Washington   H: 863-5108  C: 359-9771 

   

Cindy Knight, Hospitality, Communications/                                                   

            Handbook 

cynthia.knight@me.com 

6323 Westminster   C: 283-4288 

 

Trisha Pflantz, Hospitality, Welcome Packets  

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 664-7714   C: 265-7945 

    

Sandy Schenck, Trees  
sandy.schenck@gmail.com 

6211 McPherson     C: 378-7891 

 

Tim Swanson, Infrastructure 

Swanny.kt@gmail.com 

6350 Waterman  C: 374-6008 

 

The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting extra 

patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW: 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkview12agents@gmail.com 
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