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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

Once again he was sitting on a bench in Pershing Park.  He was very pensive as he 

looked at the trees and surveyed the flowers.  Nothing seemed to distract him, not 

even me as I entered the Park from Westgate. It was as if he were in a trance.   “Hi 

old buddy”, I said to the Alley Cat.  For several moments there was no response.  I 

began to wonder if he was suffering from heat exhaustion.  Finally he responded by 

saying, “Hello.” There was a long pause.  Then he said, “It is interesting what can 

be seen as one looks around the landscape…the trees with the bright green leaves 

sprinkled with a few dead limbs; the green grass as well as the piece of paper 

someone carelessly dropped while passing through the park; the colorful flowers 

which are so well tended along with the beer can that someone probably hid under 

the bush over there.” “I am not sure where all this is heading,” I said. “As I sat here 

on the bench this morning it occurred to me to wonder what people see in this park.  

Do they see only the dead branches, the discarded paper, and the tossed beer can, or can they see also the 

beautiful colors in this area of Parkview?  I was thinking about this as a metaphor for life when you came here 

this morning.”  “What do you mean?” I asked.  “Give this some thought.  Do you let your to do list prevent 

you from seeing the beauty of life?   Does ferrying your kids around prevent you from enjoying your children 

while they are active young people? Do you look at your garden and see mainly the weeds that need pulling 

and not see the rainbow of color in the flowers? Do you fail to sit on your steps and see the beauty of the 

neighborhood because you are so consumed with tasks?”  He paused then continued, “I hope you not only can 

see things that need to be done but also see the beauty of what is in front of you.”  “Hmmm”, I wisely 

responded. 

 

 

Newsletter 
June 2015 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

This begins the 9
th

 yr. of publication for the Parkview Newsletter.  Begun in June 2007, the 

Newsletter has come to you on a monthly basis since then.  Many residents have contributed to the 

endeavor.   Your contributions have been greatly appreciated.  This publication continues to 

inform residents of happenings in Parkview and to help us become more familiar with one another 

as we live in this community.   

 

Contributions this month were made by Randall Markarian, Jason Stahnke, Mark Tuck, Susan 

Allen-Warren, Sandy Schenck, Tina O’Connor, Joe Edwards, Trisha Pflantz, Bev Berla, BJ 

Clutter and Judith Giraud.  Thank you. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

THESE AGENTS WERE ELECTED TO SERVE THROUGH MAY, 2018 

BethFagan                   Mark Jacobs                     Erik Solverud                      Rick Yackey 

 

THESE FOUR AGENTS CONTINUE TO SERVE THROUGH MAY, 2017 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Mary Pat O’Gorman                Trisha Pflantz                      Lara Fuchs                Tim Swanson 

 
THESE FOUR AGENTS CONTINUE TO SERVE THROUGH MAY, 2016 

                                         

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

        Jessica Angelette                   Randall Markarian             Sandy Schenck                   Jim Warren 
 

THANKS TO THESE AGENTS WHO COMPLETED THEIR YEARS OF SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

                                    Mary Broun                    Amrit Gill                       Chris Mutrux     

 



 3 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Jason Stahnke, Tallulah, Jason, and Mark Tuck 

 

      Mark Tuck and Jason Stahnke of 6249 Pershing 

moved into their newly renovated Parkview home on a 

snowy day in March, the day before their oldest child’s 

birthday.  They moved here from Ladue.  The couple has 

two children: Andrew, age five, and Tallulah, age two.  

They also have two big, friendly dogs. 

      Nine years ago Jason was in Colorado working as a 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW), and Mark lived 

in California as a consultant.   

      “We met at a party in the Central West End on 

Halloween night,” Jason said.  “It wasn’t particularly 

romantic,” he said with a grin.  “But it was memorable,” 

said Mark.  Jason was in St. Louis visiting his family, as 

he is originally from here.  Mark was in St. Louis for 

work. 

      The two kept in touch long distance, and eventually moved in together in a house in the Central West End.  

They’ve been together 8 years.   

      “We were living together in the Central West End with two dogs and we decided to get a kid.”  They 

began the adoption process in Colorado but ultimately, and by chance, worked through an agency in Florida.  

When you see him engaging with his children, the bond between them is pretty evident.  “Andrew was three 

when we decided to get Tallulah.”  

      “Once we had kids we decided to move to the burbs where we could have a yard, neighbors, sidewalks,” 

Mark said.  “We realized if we stayed we‘d spend more on yard work and the pool than on private schools.  

There were no sidewalks and the neighbors kept to themselves.”  By contrast, the first week they moved into 

Parkview, they met so many kids, the neighbors brought over casseroles and homemade cookies.  “We hardly 

had to cook for ourselves,” Jason said.   

      On cue Andrew started listing all the children he’s met in recent months, pointing with his finger in the 

direction of each neighbor as he named them.  As he talked Tallulah smiled her big two-year-old, chubby-

cheeked grin, focusing her big eyes on her brother.  The parents laughed.  “We’ve met a lot of kids since 

moving in.” 

      Andrew ran up the stairs to play, calling to Tallulah to join him.  She giggled and followed without 

hesitation. 

      Mark first came to St. Louis to do a job for a year.  His work kept expanding, keeping him here for two 

years, until he decided to just leave California.  “I had made lots of friends here by then.  Kids were off the 

radar.”   

      Andrew raced back into the room and plopped on the couch next to Mark, sensing that the conversation 

was partly about him.  “Did I come in the mail?” he says, evoking chuckles from both his parents.  “Where 

did we get you?” asks Mark, giving Andrew a tickle in the ribs.  “Florida!” calls out Andrew dissolving into 

giggles.  He took off back up the stairs. 

      Jason added, “We’ve moved three times in eight years.  We’re done.  We’re never going to move again.” 

      About a year ago Jason and Mark looked at a couple of houses being rehabbed by the same company that 

completed theirs in Parkview.  Once they sold their house in Ladue, the company was about to start work at 

6249.  They watched it being improved and liked the changes being made, while the historical charm of the 

home was maintained.  An example is the way the transoms over the doors have been refurbished so that they 

are not only beautiful but also functional. 

 



 4 

      Bump.  Bump.  Bump.  Andrew came down the smooth stairs on his bottom, cocooned in a slippery 

sleeping bag, only his eyes and the top of his head showing.  Bump.  Bump.  Bump.  Tallulah followed close 

behind, using the pull of her bare feet to slide off each step, landing onto her diapered britches each time.  

“She’s become an expert at stairs,” noted Mark.  Once at the bottom the kids raced back up the stairs to do it 

again.  I guess it wouldn’t have been nearly as much fun if the rehabbers had covered the stairs with carpet. 

      Jason’s job provides services to the developmentally disabled, children in foster care, and people seeking 

private adoptions.  He has worked for the parent company Commonworks in Colorado Springs for 15 years.  

He started this job in his last year of college.  “I am currently Director of Training and Quality Assurance.  

I’ve quit twice but they keep making me better offers.” 

      He has to travel three to five days each month.  “I love my co-workers and the flexibility of the job.  With 

two kids that’s important.” 

      Mark is currently Chief Information Officer for Lewis and Clark Community College in Godfrey, Illinois.  

This is the same organization he originally came to St Louis to do consulting for.  He was happy to leave his 

consulting business behind for a job with less traveling.   

      Mark graduated with a degree in Art History and a Master of Public Administration degree from San Jose 

State University in California.  Jason earned his BSW at Metropolitan State College in Denver, Colorado, and 

his MSW from University of Missouri in St. Louis. 

      What about hobbies?   

      “Hobbies?” Jason quipped.  “Our life is our hobby.” 

      “We are on the go a lot,” added Mark.  “We do hiking, gardening, go to City Museum, the zoo, botanical 

gardens, all the playgrounds and parks.  Andrew likes to swim.” 

      Andrew suddenly turned serious.  “I love swimming,” he declared. 

      “We still enjoy cooking, but now it’s all mac ‘n’ cheese, hot dogs, grilled cheese,” said Jason.  “Before 

kids our hobby was cocktail parties.   

      “We are very good at those,” added Mark. 

      Meet the new neighbors and welcome them to Parkview.  You are sure to be entertained. 

       (Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

A GOOD RESOURCE FOR RESIDENTS by Sandy Schenck 

Parkview is now using a private online network called Nextdoor. On our Nextdoor site, neighbors can share 

contractor recommendations, post items for sale, make new connections, discuss Parkview events and more. 

Over 130 Parkview residents have already joined and if you haven't yet, I hope you will consider it. If so, BE 

SURE TO JOIN THE PRIVATE PARKVIEW GROUP under Skinker DeBaliviere, where only verified 

Parkview neighbors can post/view messages.  Click here for more information: 

https://nextdoor.com/invite/dgnzvzrcpzabxjmjapvx 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Do you have news to share with the Parkview community?  Send your submissions to 

giraudstl@gmail.com by July10.  The Parkview Newsletter comes to your home around the 15th 

of the month. 

 

 

https://nextdoor.com/invite/dgnzvzrcpzabxjmjapvx
https://nextdoor.com/invite/dgnzvzrcpzabxjmjapvx
mailto:giraudstl@gmail.com
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RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jay and Terry Sheinfield (Waterman) departed on their Smokey Mountains trip in their Airstream trailer. 

Here are two pictures of them departing Parkview.  This Airstream should bring back memories for a number 

of residents.  (Photos by Tina O'Connor) 

 

Wildlife sighting in Parkview at the home of Joe Edwards (McPherson) 

Joe thought it was remarkable how serene the ducks were, and how they 

didn’t fly away when he went outside, but instead seemed to be enjoying the 

weather and chilling at the pool! 

 

Clara Barton, daughter of Jonathan and Jennifer Barton (McPherson), was one of four St. Roch students 

filmed for “SciGirls” a PBS program. The first airing of this program was May 1 with a second airing 

scheduled for June 12 on Chanel 9. Good job Clara! 

Karen and Joe Keaveny (Westminster) are celebrating the birth of their first grandchild, Michael Joseph.  

The proud parents are Shannon Keaveny and Michael Hartwig.  Congratulations!  

 

On December 9, 2013, the Southern Illinois University School of Dental Medicine 

ceremoniously opened the School’s new $9.5 million John and Anna Markarian 

Multidisciplinary Simulation Laboratory with a formal Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.  

 

John and the late Anna Markarian are the parents of three successful SIU SDM alumni 

– Drs. John, Ronald and Randall Markarian (Waterman) representing the SIU SDM 

Class of 1977, 1986 and 1992, respectively. Dr. Bruce Rotter, Dean of the SIU School 

of Dental Medicine, recognized the Markarian Family during his remarks at the 

ceremony.  

            The New Lab 

“The (Markarian) brothers stepped up early in the process and provided a lead gift to help equip the new 

simulation lab,” Dr. Rotter stated. “In honor of John and Anna, and to demonstrate our appreciation for the 

generosity, kindness and loyalty of the Markarian family, the new laboratory space is dedicated in their 

name.”  

 

“I am so proud to be a SIU School of Dental Medicine graduate,” said Dr. Randall Markarian, who spoke on 

behalf of the family. “My parents always stressed education for us, and my father admired dentists.  He 

prodded us toward dentistry as a career. We are grateful for the lives that dentistry has provided for us.” 

(From The Regular Checkup--Winter 2014) 
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R: Judith Giraud, Rosalyn Schultz, Susan Allen-Warren, Sheri Tollefson, Mary Ann Nielsen, Christina 

Dougherty, Nancy Ritzel       Seated: hostess, Dorothy Doyle  (Photo by Trisha Pflantz) 

 

 

      The intersection between intellectual excitement, anthropological curiosity, and love is the focus in Lily 

King’s novel “Euphoria,” which the Parkview Book Club discussed at its May meeting. The novel is a semi-

biographical story based on the life of anthropologist Margaret Mead. 

      British anthropologist Andrew Bankson meets up with a former classmate and his new wife in New 

Guinea in the period between the First and the Second World Wars. Andrew has recently attempted suicide 

after spending several years in isolation with the tribe he is studying. Nell Stone is an American 

anthropologist who has just published a controversial ethnography on the Kirakira tribe. Nell and her 

Australian husband, Fen, are fleeing their most recent excursion, living among the cannibalistic Mumbanyo 

tribe. Nell, Fen and Andrew form a love triangle that gives birth to a new way of looking at the world, but 

ultimately ends in tragedy for all three of them. 

      Book club hostess Dorothy Doyle researched the parallels between King’s prize-winning novel and 

Mead’s real-life romance. Mead was married to her second husband when she met the British anthropologist 

who would become her third husband. In addition, many of the details about Mead’s early life – including her 

controversial 1928 book, “Coming of Age in Samoa,” and the death of her younger sister – were present in 

King’s novel. 

      Discussion focused on the three anthropologists’ approaches to the people they were studying, and how 

each approach reflected a personal, and perhaps cultural bias. Andrew, the Brit, has a detached way of looking 

at his subjects. Fen, the Australian, seems more interested in joining the tribe than in studying it. And Nell, the 

American, wants to understand her subjects as they understand themselves. 

      Book club members also discussed the budding relationship between Nell and Andrew. As the book 

unfolds, readers discover that Fen is not only emotionally but also physically abusive to Nell, but she chooses 

to continue her travels with him, whether out of love or necessity. 

      The book club’s next selection is “A Fine Balance” by Rohinton Mistry. Set in 1975 during Prime 

Minister Indira Gandi’s time in office, the novel explores social and economic upheaval as experienced by 

four very different characters. The club will meet at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, June 30, at the home of Brigitte 

Wopenka, 6351 Waterman, to discuss the book. 

      In July, the book club will meet to discuss “Mrs. Bridge” by Evan Connell. 

      Any Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the book club. The club meets on the final 

Tuesday of each month. To receive emails about future book club meetings, contact Tiphanie Vogel at 

tiphanievogel@aol.com. (Written by Trisha Pflantz) 

  

mailto:tiphanievogel@aol.com
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PARKVIEW PUZZLER by Susan Allen-Warren 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  This photo was taken in Parkview. 

The photographer was standing in the street or on the sidewalk within our 

neighborhood.  Can you identify the address?  Send your answer to 

parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging rights.  The answer and names of 

the first people to send in the correct answer will be published in the next 

newsletter.  By the way, the resident of this house is not eligible! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looks like I stumped my neighbors with last month’s puzzler.  The photo was 

taken from an alley within our neighborhood, in honor of last month’s 

successful alley clean up.  The address of the great white egret weathervane is 

6309 McPherson, above Joe Edwards’ garage.  Here’s the photo to prove it. 

 

Better luck with the next puzzler! 

 

THE HONEYSUCKLE POLICE 

 
 

 

These hard workers 

removed the honeysuckle 

from behind the residence 

at 409 Westgate.  Not 

pictured but working were 

Lisa Oltz and Bev Berla 

(the photographer) 

 

 

 

                                                            Eric Berla                     Claudia Horn                  Deanne Flatley  
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Randall Markarian, President, Community  

         Relations 

Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

     

Beth Fagan, Vice President, Community  

         Relations, Neighborhood Communications 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 503-1136 

 

Jim Warren, Treasurer, Infrastructure, Parks &      

         Trees 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker-                      

Mark Jacobs, Infrastructure, Security 

stljakes@charter.net   

6229 Washington   H: 863-5108  C: 359-9771 

   

Trisha Pflantz, Community Relations, Welcome    

           Packets, Events 

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 644-7714   C: 265-7945                        

    

Sandy Schenck, Trees & Parks                     
sandy.schenck@gmail.com 

6211 McPherson   H: 863-1122   C: 378-7891  

 

 

Erik Solverud, Building Review 

esolverud@spencefane.com  

           DeBaliviere Rep     6311 Washington   C: 803-3548 

holtgrievemp@hotmail.com  

6342 Pershing   H: 725-7791    C: 306-5514                         Tim Swanson, Infrastructure, Trees & Parks

        Swanny.kt@gmail.com    

Jessica Angelette, Legal, Gates               6350 Waterman  C: 374-6008    

jessicaangelette@gmail.com         

6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436     C: 546-7436  Rick Yackey, Building Review, Infrastructure 

        ryackey@hotmail.com  

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review   6336 Westminster                   560-6566 

larafuchs105@hotmail.com                                                   

6219 Pershing         H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597        

 

*The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

  

  

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting 

extra patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkviewweb@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Randall@thinkbraces.com
mailto:bethfagan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:tpflantz@gmail.com
mailto:sandy.schenck@gmail.com
mailto:esolverud@spencefane.com
mailto:holtgrievemp@hotmail.com
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mailto:larafuchs105@hotmail.com
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http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/

