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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

It was early morning. I was working in our backyard.  My wife had wanted a raised 

bed for growing vegetables and herbs.  I was in the process of taking the final 

measurement on the length of the bed in preparation for purchasing the needed 

material.  Before I had finished this step of my work, the Alley Cat darted across the 

tape measure breaking it loose from the tentative mooring. As a result the tape 

popped back into the tape holder just missing my hand and the Cat.  The Cat said, 

“Sorry.  I’ll help you”  “Thanks”, I said, then asked him “what brings you out so 

early today?”  “Well, I thought I would catch you before you got involved in doing 

some yard work.  I wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed the Chili Cook-off a 

couple of weeks ago.  Although I didn’t get to sample all the varieties, I wanted to 

say how much I enjoyed seeing all the residents come out to Pershing Park, eat chili, 

and visit for several hours. Also one generous resident thought I might not enjoy chili, so he brought me a 

special plate-- a small platter of fish.”  “A very kind gesture, indeed!” I said.  “You will have another one of 

those cookouts soon, won’t you? I haven’t eaten that well in weeks.  Thanksgiving is coming and last year I got 

some really good food.  But to tell you the truth, I didn’t care much for that turkey oyster dressing.  Who in the 

world would make that?” he inquired.  “Me”, I declared.  “Oh, that’s right you grew up in New Orleans where  

oysters abound.”   Changing the subject he declared, “Parkview residents certainly can be very proud of 

themselves and of one another.  Not only are they good cooks but also the neighborhood has lots of hard 

workers—those who pick up small branches, the angels who keep the parks looking spiffy, the agents who 

spend hours on important Parkview business and all the people who take time to scoop the poop after their dogs.  

This Thanksgiving the residents can truly give thanks for one another and also can take pride in themselves”, he 

declared.  “I’ll second that”, I said.  “Pride in ourselves and pride in one another this Thanksgiving”.  Turning 

away, he said:  “Give me something other than oyster stuffing this year, will you?” “O.K.  I’ll give you some 

cat delicacy.”  “Just make sure its high end stuff, will you?” was his parting remark. 

 

Newsletter 
November 2016 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

Thanks to the following people for their contributions to the Parkview Newsletter:  Pietro Mazzoni 

and Toni Pearson, Susan Allen-Warren, Nancy and Jacques Baenziger, Steve Wilmes, Judy 

Giraud, BJ Clutter, Trisha Pflantz, and Cindy Knight. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Pietro Mazzoni, Luca, and Toni Pearson 

 

     Toni Pearson and Pietro Mazzoni moved from New York to the 

house at 6331 Waterman in mid-July with their five-year-old son, 

Luca.  The family previously resided in a Manhattan neighborhood 

called Morningside Heights, near Columbia University's main 

campus.  The apartment building they lived in was built in 1909, the 

same year as their new home in Parkview.  "We both worked at the 

medical school," said Toni.  Considering the architectural era, and 

Parkview’s proximity to Washington University, whose medical 

school now employs the couple, Toni concluded, “We’ve moved to 

the Morningside Heights of St. Louis.” 

     Toni is a pediatric neurologist.  Her time is evenly divided 

between seeing patients and conducting research.  Pietro also divides his time between practice and research.  

His focus is on movement disorders in adults, and the majority of patients he sees are living with Parkinson's 

Disease. 

     Toni is originally from Australia.  "I travelled to New York to do my pediatric neurology training.  Pietro 

and I met in New York.  We were at work.  I guess neither of us got out too much,” she said with a glance 

toward Pietro, laughing. 

     When Toni was considering the job offer at Wash U, Pietro learned that the department with his specialty 

was an excellent fit for his skills and interests.  "Washington University offered me a position as well," he said.  

"I met Toni in 2004 and that’s when I found out I am the luckiest man in the world.  In 2010 Luca was born and 

then I realized I didn’t know how lucky I could be." 

     Luca is "nearly six" and started kindergarten this year.  When asked what he remembers from living in New 

York he became pensive.  "When I looked out of my window I could see the river,” he exclaimed.   

     “We had a glimpse of the Hudson if you stood at just the right angle” Toni explained. 

"This floor is bigger than our apartment that we moved from," she said, gesturing at their Waterman home's first 

floor. 

     While the adults talked, Luca entertained himself by drawing at an expansive dry erase board, mounted to 

the refrigerator, and covered in drawings as high as his arms can reach.  “It’s because I’m an artist," he said. 

     Pietro is originally from Italy.  Since he relocated to America several years ago, his family members also 

moved to the U.S. and now reside in California.  He had not considered living in the mid-west... until he learned 

more about St. Louis. 

     "We lived in New York till early this year," said Pietro.  "Luca living in an apartment up to age five was 

okay.  Then when we learned about the professional opportunities and we also learned about the lifestyle 

opportunities [in St. Louis].  Having a yard and a larger house…  Luca raked leaves today.  It is another way to 

be together as a family." 

     For most New Yorkers finding the right school for their child is stressful and competitive.  Luca's parents 

had found the perfect school for his prekindergarten year in New York, a school that matched his learning style 

and temperament, and they loved the school’s director.  Thinking about moving, they felt it was too much to 

expect to find a school they could be equally happy with. Then the school’s director made an announcement.  

This would be his last year teaching at the Manhattan school.  He was moving to accept a position at New City 

School, located in St. Louis, Missouri.  Well, that was the last piece to fall into place.  The couple learned that 

several schools in St. Louis are within bicycling distance from Parkview.  They researched, found, and 

purchased a "long tail bike", one where a second seat with fixed handlebars fits over the back wheel and has 

spoke guards and foot boards to protect little feet.  “On good weather days we can drop Luca off, either Toni or 

I, and continue on to work by bicycle." 
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     “We always thought we would move to be near family.  Our image of a typical American city, with an urban 

center, surrounded by sprawling suburbs... this is what we would have in California,” said Pietro.  "With a lot 

more traffic."  

     “But here,” added Toni, “there is an inner metropolitan area that is accessible.” 

 

     “There is a pedestrian presence,” Pietro explained further.  “When you drive through a city you see 

buildings.   But on foot, or by bicycle, we experience the people.  We get a feel for the community.”   

     After purchasing their Parkview home their realtor offered advice about some things to keep in mind for 

when they are ready to sell some day.  “But," Pietro said, "I had the thought:  I can't imagine leaving this 

house." 

     A grand piano sits in the front room.  Before completing her medical degree, Toni took a year off to explore 

the possibility of a career as a pianist.  During that time she lived in Montreal, Canada, attending McGill 

University where she completed her music performance degree.  But she ultimately returned to medicine.  "I 

decided I could always enjoy music.  But the stress of making a living at it...  I’m sort of risk averse,” she said 

with a grin.  Almost every year for the last ten years Toni has taken time off in the summer to attend a chamber 

music workshop in New Hampshire.  That's where Toni met Joanna Mendoza, viola player from the Arianna 

String Quartet who was coaching the musicians.  When Toni and Pietro were deciding whether to make their 

move, Toni recalled having heard Joanna describe St. Louis as a great place to live. 

     Pietro and Luca have regularly joined Toni in New Hampshire at the end of the summer to hear the chamber 

groups perform three concerts.  “And we listen." 

     Pietro also plays piano, mentioned Toni.   

     “I’m mid-level."  Because they both studied music they can relate to each other on a special level, Pietro 

explained.  He spoke about how specific performances can have a life-changing effect.  "There are magical 

aspects of going to a live performance.  It creates a mood that can make you part of something."  He gave the 

example of hearing soprano Natalie Dessay sing the aria "Se Pieta" from Handel's opera Giulio Cesare. 

     “Something happens.  You get emotionally drawn in.  Whatever it is…so personal…It is nice to have 

someone to share that with, who understands,” he paused, and smiled as he caught his wife’s eye, “Or who 

tolerates…” 

     “No.  I understand,” Toni responded.  "Music is such a gift to have in my life.  I would definitely love to 

pass it on to Luca, I’m just wanting to do so without hurting his natural ability,”   

     “You’re talking about me,” Luca calls out from the other room where he is leading an imaginary classroom 

of young students.   

     “Photography comes closest to being a hobby for me," said Pietro after a pause.  "What I do to relax is taking 

photos.  Family snapshots.” 

     At the end of our interview, Luca led us on a tour of the arts and crafts style house, which is beautifully 

preserved while the kitchen has been spaciously updated to open up into the dining room, letting in a lot of 

natural light.  Luca had us climb the main stairs to the second floor, but he quietly slipped behind us, took the 

back stairs, and arrived at the top of the main stairs before us, giving the impression of transporting himself 

through space.  “That’s five year old energy for you,” commented Toni.  

     The Pearson Mazzoni family is excited to meet more Parkview residents, so if you see them walking by, or 

riding the long tail bike, be sure to welcome them to the neighborhood! 

(Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

NEWS FOR THE NEWSLETTER 

Send Parkview news to giraudstl@gmail.com by the 10
th

 of the month for inclusion in the Newsletter 

which is distributed around the 15
th

 of the month.  Parkview residents love to hear about the 

accomplishments of residents as well as, awards, travels, weddings, anniversaries and births.  

 

  

mailto:giraudstl@gmail.com


4 

 

THE CHILI COOK-OFF  by Cindy Knight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This years’ Chili Cook-Off was a big hit! We had excellent weather, 

albeit unseasonably warm. Thank you to everyone who helped with 

the setup and tear down and everyone who brought food and/or 

drink to share! 

 

A big thanks to all our neighbors who entered the cook off. We had 

ten contestants in total. From spice to veggie, white chicken to other 

signature styles - all the Chilis were excellent!  

 

 
Based on your votes here were the top two Chilis: 

 

2nd Place:  Texas Sirloin Chili (Melissa Leuthardt) 

 

1st Place:  Flashover Chili (Randy Getz) 

 

Congratulations to both of you and thank you again to everyone 

who came out to celebrate the season with a good old fashion Cook-

Off.  

 

We are always looking for new and creative ideas for our Chili 

Cook-Off. If you would like to submit any feedback or ideas please 

feel free to contact Cindy Knight at cynthia.knight@me.com. 
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB by Trisha Pflantz 
 

Back row, L to R: Deanne Flatley, Beth 

Fagan, Debby Rosenthal, Theresa Fiala, 

Nancy Johnson, Susan Stang, Sheri 

Tollefsen, Judith Giraud 

Front row, L to R: Trisha Pflantz, Ann Getz, 

Christina Dougherty, Susan Allen-Warren, 

Fred Giraud 

 

     In agonizing detail, author Erik Larson traces the paths of the Lusitania, the fastest passenger ship of its 

time, and the German submarine that sank it in “Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania,” which the 

Parkview Book Club discussed at its October meeting. The resulting disaster killed almost 1,200 men, women 

and children, and was a contributing factor to the United States entering World War I. 

     The Lusitania left port in Manhattan headed for Liverpool, England, on May 1, 1915, in the midst of World 

War I. At the time, the United States had not yet entered the war. On the day of the ship’s departure, the 

German Embassy had published warnings in New York’s newspapers that any ship traveling in a war zone was 

at risk of attack. But at the time, most people did not believe that German forces would fire on a high-profile 

ship carrying so many civilians. 

     Meanwhile, a secret operation in London intercepted and deciphered German messages – including 

messages that showed a German submarine in the very waters where the Lusitania would pass on its way to 

Liverpool. Because top British officials wanted to keep secret the country’s ability to decode German messages, 

they did not divulge critical information that would have protected the ship and its nearly 2,000 passengers. 

     Parkview readers praised Larson’s nonfiction book as both novel-like and movie-like. Larson was able to 

create true-to-life scenes by weaving together accounts from the German U-Boat captain, the Lusitania’s 

captain, and passengers of the ship. Larson’s sources included diaries, love letters, photographs, and even 

depositions from the court cases that followed the sinking. The book covered day-to-day life aboard the 

Lusitania, where passengers mingled, played games, and ate together in luxury. It also depicted daily life in a 

German U-boat, with its cramped and often unpleasant conditions. 

     In addition, the book revealed much that readers had not learned in history class about the ramifications of 

the ship’s sinking. While many readers remembered the United States entering World War I as a direct result of 

the Lusitania’s sinking, in reality, two years passed before the U.S. joined the Allies.  

     Parkview readers wondered why Germany would bait the United States by sinking a ship known to carry 

American passengers. They also wondered why British commanders would let the Lusitania enter dangerous 

waters after clearing its warships from the same area. British commanders later laid the blame on the Lusitania’s 

captain, but it was clear from Larson’s account that Capt. William Thomas Turner had not been given enough 

information to change his course and protect his ship. 

     The discussions drew parallels between Germany’s “win at any cost” strategy and modern terrorism. But the 

book also made the case that the Lusitania disaster claimed so many lives due to a series of bad circumstances. 

The torpedo hit the ship at just the right spot to cause it to take on water rapidly. The crew was trapped below 

deck, where they had been preparing luggage for unloading in Liverpool the next day; thus, they were 

unavailable to help passengers into lifeboats. Passengers had life jackets but had never been taught how to 

properly put them on. Many of the dead were found wearing the jackets – the wrong way. 

     The book club’s next meeting will take place at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 6, at the home of Beth Fagan to 

discuss “Britt-Marie Was Here,” by Frederik Backman. The title character is a woman who can’t stand mess, 

but finds herself in a messy new life after she leaves her cheating husband. 

     Anyone who loves to read is welcome to the join the Parkview Book Club. The group typically meets the 

last Tuesday of every month, except during the holiday season, when the November and December meetings are 

combined. To receive email invitations to future meetings, contact us at parkviewbookclub@gmail.com.  

mailto:parkviewbookclub@gmail.com
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NEWS OF RESIDENTS 
 

Nancy and Jacques Baenziger met when she was a Biochemistry PhD 

student at Wash U medical school and he came one weekend to be 

interviewed at her lab for the MD/PhD program.   She took him to lunch 

at the nearby high-rise restaurant overlooking Forest Park; they talked 

about mutual interests in choral singing.   The next year they married, 

and decades later, now known as The Two Tenors, they are singing 

across the country with fellow singers from around the world. 

 

They had just moved to Parkview at 6347 Pershing when they learned 

about the Bach Society Chorus of St. Louis.   Nancy set out to audition 

for director Ronald Arnatt; Jacques was the designated driver for the site 

at Christ Church Cathedral because Nancy could not cope with parallel parking, but once there he auditioned as 

well and ended up the tenor section leader, while Nancy ultimately became chorus president.  Those days’ 

experiences, shared by other Parkview Bach Society singers including Ted Taylor and Doug Tollefsen, 

strengthened their interest in Early Music (no, not Before Elvis but Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque) and 

other choral experiences.   They have subsequently sung in local St. Louis choral groups including the Webster 

Choral Society and the Second Chorale of Second Presbyterian Church in the Central West End.   

 

Jacques and Nancy are established members of two early music choral workshop groups: Chorworks in 

Washington, D.C., and the Schola Cantorum of Syracuse, both first identified via the Internet.   They have sung 

music ranging from the 9
th

 century in England to the 1700’s in Germany and England.  Nancy is the 

Neurobiologist in Residence for both groups, offering annual lectures and insights on the neurobiology of 

music.   A recent addition to their singing agenda is the Byzantine Choral Festival in Minneapolis, embracing 

music of the Eastern Orthodox heritage sung in the Old Slavonic language.   

 

The Two Tenors also sing with their choral community on Hawaii’s Big Island, in groups including the Waimea 

Consort, the Kona Choral Society, and workshops by composers Mark Hayes and Morten Lauridsen, the latter 

as part of the annual Waimea Ocean Film Festival.  Next spring they will be part of their Big Island choral 

community singing at Lincoln Center in New York on April 30, 2017, where they will be performing “Missa 

Criolla” by Ramirez, a contemporary Argentine Spanish vernacular rendition of the Mass.  

 

 (Photo and article furnished by the Baenzigers) 

 

David Whiteman (Washington) a past director was of the Skinker DeBaliviere Community Council attended a 

concert September 17 held at Four Corners honoring the Council for its path-breaking goal of creating stability 

amidst diversity.  David was one of several people who worked on the master plan and the many activities that 

continue to bring residents together. 

 

This past September Rachel Eberling (Waterman) jumped out of an airplane along with other participants in 

Chutes to Heal to help raise money for the Angel Band Project which supports survivors of sexual violence. The 

Angel Band has an office in the Loop supporting survivors of sexual violence. 

 

Former resident, Lewis B. Ambler, who had lived at 6380 Washington, died suddenly November 5 in 

Bartlesville, OK   The home on Washington had been in the Ambler family for fifty-five years since it was built 

in 1910.   
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A NOTE FROM STEVE WILMES (Former Parkview Postman) 

 

This was not a good week as I put Sam our dog down because of the aggressive cancer.  Last night I could not 

get to sleep so I got on the computer looking at several things and I came across the State unclaimed property 

site. So I looked up my family and found a couple of claims and then I just started keying several of folks I 

knew to find very many owed claims the state has on file. 

 

I found so many Parkview residents were owed something that I thought maybe you may want to put it in the 

newsletter for them to look at to see if they or family members are owed something. 

 

Here is the site     https://www.treasurer.mo.gov/ 

 

THE NOVEMBER PARKVIEW PUZZLER  
 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  The photographer was 

standing in the street or on the sidewalk within our neighborhood.  Can 

you identify the address?  Send your answer to 

parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging rights.  The answer and 

names of the first people to send in the correct answer will be published 

in the next newsletter.  By the way, the resident of this house is not 

eligible!  

 

 

 

 

Marshall Crosby is the winner of last month’s puzzler, correctly identifying that the metal 

sculpture can be found in Rick Yacky’s front yard at 6336 Westgate.  Thanks for playing 

Marshall! 

 

 

 
 

 

FALL LEAF PICK UP SCHEDULE* 

    City Residents:              U City Residents:
                

 

November 15
th                             

Week of Nov. 14
th

-18th    

November 29
th

    Week of December 12th-16th 

December 13
th                      

                

*Weather permitting 

 

To maintain parking, please DO NOT pile leaves in the streets until just prior 

to pick-ups.  Nothing but leaves may be piled for pickup.  From October 15th 

through December 31
st
, yard waste stickers are not required for U City bags.   

https://www.treasurer.mo.gov/
mailto:parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com
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  Plants of the Prairie  

  through the Natural Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 
 

 

  

 

Host:  Lisa Oltz 

6315 Washington Ave 

725-2580 
lisaoltz@gmail.com 

 

WEDNESDAY November 16th 

7 PM-Update 

7:30 PM-Program 

 

The Midwestern tallgrass prairie was once the greatest grassland complex on the planet, blanketing 

millions of acres of the North American continent.  Although less than 1% of the original prairie 

remains, remnants have been preserved and other areas restored to their pre-settlement flora.  The 

prairie is a seasonal evolution of the emergence, growth, bloom and senescence of colorful flowers 

amidst waving fields of grasses. Prairie plants emerge at soil level in spring and many reach a 

height of greater than 10 feet by the end of summer.  Through photography, this presentation 

follows the succession through the seasons of this carpet of grasses and flowers. 

 

Carol Gravens is a St. Louis Advanced Master Gardener, Master 

Naturalist, and Plant Doctor.  She retired from a professional career 

as a microbiologist and in her retirement completed a degree in 

Horticulture.  She was voted 2013 Master Gardener of the Year.  As a 

member of the Master Gardener Speakers’ Bureau she gives nature 

talks, as well as talks on orchids and general interest plant-related 

talks.  She is an avid gardener, grows orchids as a hobby, and hikes 

Missouri natural areas one day each week.  Her camera is always 

with her on her hikes, and she takes most of her own photos for her 

talks.  She loves everything about nature and has a special passion for 

plants. 

 

mailto:lisaoltz@gmail.com
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Holiday Carriage Rides 

Sunday, December 18, 2016 

4:30 – 6:30 p.m., Pershing Park 
 

Let’s celebrate the holiday season together with 

carriage rides and good cheer! We’ll provide the hot 

chocolate. Please bring cookies or a snack to share. 
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Randall Markarian, President 

Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

     

Beth Fagan, Vice President 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 503-1136 

 

Jim Warren, Treasurer, Infrastructure 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker  

          DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgrievemp@hotmail.com  

6342 Pershing   H: 725-7791    C: 306-5514 

 

Jessica Angelette, Legal 

jessicaangelette@gmail.com 

6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436  

 

Sean Ebeling, Gates 

Sean.ebeling@edwardjones.com  

6359 Waterman  H: 721-8867 

 

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review 

larafuchs105@hotmail.com 

6219 Pershing       H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597 

 

Mark Jacobs, Security, Building Review 

stljakes@charter.net   

6229 Washington   H: 863-5108  C: 359-9771 

   

Cindy Knight, Hospitality, Communications/                                                   

            Handbook 

cynthia.knight@me.com 

6323 Westminster   C: 283-4288 

 

Trisha Pflantz, Hospitality, Welcome Packets  

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 664-7714   C: 265-7945 

    

Sandy Schenck, Trees  
sandy.schenck@gmail.com 

6211 McPherson     C: 378-7891 

 

Tim Swanson, Infrastructure 

Swanny.kt@gmail.com 

6350 Waterman  C: 374-6008 

 

The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting extra 

patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW: 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkview12agents@gmail.com 
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