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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

 A page on the calendar has been turned.  The hot days of summer are behind us, and 

we are immersed in fall, when the days are getting shorter and the nights cooler.  The 

early morning air is crisp and beckons you to pull a sweater from the closet.  The 

leaves are changing colors and are slowly falling from their lofty perches.  This is the 

perfect weather to take a stroll through the Parkview neighborhood.  Recently I left 

home early in the morning just after the sun had risen to see if I could find my alley 

cat friend.  It had been over a month since we last met.  Fortunately I did not have to 

go too far as I found him sitting by a Westminster alley dumpster.  As I approached 

he purred.  I recognized his plaintive call, which says, “Please pet me”.  So I did; 

then I told him, “I have a question for you.--Several residents want to know how is it 

that an alley cat can talk?” “That’s a good question”, he said and then went on to 

explain, “alley cats talk all the time but we use different sounds to communicate than 

humans do.  To be able to talk is not something unusual, as most animals and large numbers of humans have 

language.  But what is more important is for all of us to be able to listen to one another.  Listening is a greater 

gift than talking,” he stated and continued, “Most humans are able to talk, but some are struggling with 

learning how to listen.”  “What do you mean?” I asked. “Take yourself, for example,” he said, “do you 

remember the last time someone was talking to you?  How tuned in were you to what they were saying, as 

opposed to your getting ready to say something as soon as they stopped talking?”….  “Ouch!  You got me”, I 

declared and confessed, “I’ve been guilty of that.”  The alley cat continued, “So you see, being able to talk is 

one side of the coin.  The other side is being able to listen when someone is telling you something”, he 

explained.   “I see.” He then went on to say, “All alley cats can talk, but it takes someone to listen in order to 

hear what is being said.”  “So if I understand what you are saying, you are saying that talking is easier than 

listening and that listening is a skill which we must work on daily to hear what you and others are telling us.” 

“Now you’ve got it! I’m going to cut this visit short, as I want to get ready to attend the Chili Supper and need 

to round up my friends.  I’ll see you at the supper.”  Before he left I reminded him that the Chili Supper is 

Sunday, the 23rd, beginning at 4 in Pershing Park.”  “I hear you”, he said.  “You’re coming through loud and 

clear” was the cat’s response as the made his way down the alley.       

Newsletter 
October 2016 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Randy and Ann Getz, Susan Allen-Warren, Steve Wilmes, Roger Goldman, 

Sara and Stephen Douglass, Katie and Anthony Scarato, Trisha Pflantz, BJ Clutter, Judy Giraud, 

Karen Spreitler, Shirley Barnes, Kelly Howard, and Lara Fuchs made contributions to the 

newsletter this month.  Thank you. 

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

       Randy and Ann Getz 

 

     The residents in Parkview often fall in love with their homes 

and sometimes stay for decades, updating their kitchens and 

bathrooms as needed.  Some pass their homes on to the next 

generation, as we saw with the family featured last month.  This 

summer the house at 6330 Waterman received its fifth and sixth 

generation inhabitants. 

     Randy and Ann Getz moved into the 1910 Century House in 

June along with their 19-year-old daughter, Stefanie, who is a 

sophomore at the University of Miami in Coral Gables Florida.  

Isador Mandle purchased the house in 1919.   He was Ann's 

maternal grandmother's father.  Mandle’s aunt, known only in the 

records as “Auntie", lived with him.  She accompanied him and his 

family when they moved to the U.S. from Germany.   

     “It was traditional back then to bring the maiden aunt with you," Ann explained. “This house has a lot of 

history.  Randy and I married in front of this fireplace, as did my mom and dad (Jim and Roberta Dearing) and 

my grandmother and grandfather (Jerry and Estelle Speier).  The living room's hand painted leather fireplace 

screen, featuring a lush scene with swans, is in the background of all those wedding photographs.  Four 

generations of wedding china are displayed in the cabinet – Mandle, Speier, Dearing, and Getz. 

     A fluffy black cat perched importantly on Ann’s lap while she related these details, until the creature decided 

she’d had enough petting and hopped down gracefully with an aloof swish of her tail.  “That’s Sasha.  She rules 

the house,” Ann said with an affectionate smile. 

     Ann has three siblings, two older brothers and a younger sister.  All but the youngest attended Flynn Park 

Elementary School and University City High School.  Photos of the Waterman House generations, some framed 

and some soon to be framed, inhabit the living room area, waiting to be displayed on a prominent wall near the 

entryway. 

     Randy is a retired fireman, a musician, and a Sherlock Holmes buff.  He grew up on Plymouth Avenue in U 

City.  He attended University Forest Elementary, a U City school which has since closed, until his family 

moved to Ladue. 

     “Besides being an historic house this is also a musical house,” said Randy.  “We now have two pianos.  

There is the 1935 Baldwin mid-sized grand that Ann’s mother learned to play on.  I had to find two strapping 

lads to move my spinet piano to the third floor.  That one is a 1966 Baldwin that I learned to play on.  My music 

studio is on the third floor where I keep all my instruments.”  

     “He calls it a studio,” Ann said “But it really is the upper deck Man Cave.” 

     In addition to singing and playing piano, Randy is also proficient on the Bodhran - a traditional Celtic hand-

held drum, and the small keyboard accordion.  Randy has a bachelor’s degree in music from Lindenwood 

University in St. Charles. 

     Randy sings and plays with a Celtic influence in the band “Keltic Reign,” featuring Cape Breton singer Mitzi 

MacDonald.  "I've sung with Mitzi for over 20 years."  Several times a year Randy performs while wearing his 

Scottish kilt with the band, whose regular gigs have included the St. Louis Scottish games, held in September, 

and the annual "Christmas in the Kitchen" at the Sheldon in December. “Mitzi actually brings her kitchen table 

and they serve homemade cookies from the stage."  In addition Randy has sung classical music with the 

Missouri Choral Society for 39 years.   

     "That’s where Randy and I met," Ann said.  My aunt’s husband is Dr. Ken Greenlaw.  He directs the choir.  

He was also Randy’s music teacher at Lindenwood."  "I've known him since 1973 when I started college," 

added Randy.  I joined the chorus after getting out of college in ’77.”  “I was living in Seattle for several years,” 

Ann continued.  “When I moved back here my cousin Cheryl urged me to join the choir.  She said, ‘There’s this 

guy I want you to meet.’  Now Ken is Randy’s uncle-in-law.” 
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     Randy is also a member of a Sherlock Holmes Society.   His branch (there are several) is called The Noble 

Bachelors of St. Louis, the name derived from one of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's story titles. 

     Randy has been watching actor Basil Rathbone’s portrayal of Holmes in the 1940's films since he was a kid.  

He recalled secretly staying up late on the phone with a friend, while both of them watched the old movies on 

television. 

     “Each meeting of The Noble Bachelors is loosely based on a Holmes episode.  Our society has about one 

meeting a year, but an example would be last year I invited my orthopedic surgeon (I had knee surgery) to do a 

presentation on medical history of 1895, with the kind of medical equipment Dr. Watson might have used, and 

comparing that to today’s medical science.  Another time we had a demonstration from the leader of a local 

fencing club showing us examples of sword play.  One meeting featured music from story references, including 

the Opera mentioned at the end of The Hound of the Baskervilles." 

     Randy’s group also discusses the fan fiction that has been inspired by the Doyle series, as well as various 

actors' interpretations of Holmes from different decades, including Robert Downey, Jr., and more recently, 

Benedict Cumberbatch.  Which is the best? 

     “I have come to the conclusion that any Sherlock Holmes is better than no Sherlock Holmes.” 

     After volunteering at the St. Louis Science Center for an exhibit about the Sherlock Holmes mysteries 

several years ago, Randy decided to stay on as a volunteer and now he helps catalogue and confirm the center's 

collection of at least 10,000 space and pop culture oriented objects. 

     But these have just been side activities for Randy.  He was honored last month for his accomplishments at 

his retirement ceremony.  He served for 39 years with the Hazelwood Fire Department and retired as Battalion 

Chief in charge of Public Relations.  Before that he was a volunteer in St. Charles, altogether totaling 42 years 

of fire service.   

     For his departing gift he chose a Speaking Trumpet, which looks something like an old-fashioned, polished 

metal bull horn, and is displayed in the Getz' living room mounted on a plaque.  "The Speaking Trumpet was 

used for communication by fire chiefs to the men in the old days before radios.  I thought that was an 

appropriate symbol of my work because I always use my voice for public education and safety, for singing, and 

my hobbies." 

     Ann has a Master's Degree in Economics from the University of Missouri in St. Louis.  She currently works 

as an adult education instructor at the non-profit organization Women In Charge where she has been for about 

eight years.  “Our mission is to heal the spirit," she said.  We work with women who have made poor choices in 

the past and are trying to turn their lives around.  Most are at or below the poverty level and struggle to help 

themselves and their children.  She is coordinator of the academic piece, helping adult students to prepare for 

what used to be referred to as the GED, now called High School Equivalency (HSE).  “It is a great place to 

work,” Ann declared.  “I have no plans to retire.”   

     Their daughter Stefanie lives at home in the summer when school is out. When they moved in, Stefanie had 

to sleep in the guest bedroom.   Ann said one of her goals is to finish getting Stef’s bedroom set up before she 

returns home for the holidays. 

     “The biggest moving tragedy we’ve had was moving from a single bathroom that we all shared, to this home 

where all three of us have our own bathroom.”  Ann described unpacking the single tube of toothpaste on that 

first night and having to decide which bathroom to put it in.  “So I gave Stefanie the large tube and Randy and I 

found some travel tubes to use.  This house is twice as big at least as our previous home, on Cornell Avenue, 

less than two miles away.” 

     “My hobbies?” said Ann.  “I have none.”  But she is very passionate about the Fair Shares Combined 

Community Supported Agriculture (CCSA) that she voluntarily organizes each week at Trinity Presbyterian 

Church, a few blocks west of Parkview.  Distributed from a place at Highway 44 and Kingshighway, their 

website is fairshares.org.  Ann is there each week on Wednesday afternoons to prepare for members from 4:30 

to 6 pm.  "All our items are locally produced within 100 miles.  If you are interested in sustainable and local 

food, you should come by to learn more."                

     Help us welcome the Getzes to Parkview!                 (Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

  

http://fairshares.org/
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A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

Hi Fred, I had a laugh reading the Alley Cat. It was a pleasure going from street to street listening to all the 

great musicians and vocalists. I must say it made my day a pleasant joy on those hard work days. Those hot 

days were unbearable at times, but the sounds of music seemed to diminish the stress of the heat and the journey 

ahead. 

 

 Gosh, I can remember those people who were at the top of their game in the musical profession. They made me 

stop and sit at times to enjoy their performance. I certainly hope that Ike and Frank are enjoying those sounds. 

 

Jacob Berg on Waterman played the flute which put me on a journey for the day. Fran Tietov on McPherson 

played the harp, and I could listen all day to her if allowed, that settled my pace for the walk. Warren Claunch 

on Washington gave me an exuberating bounce to my step listening to the double bass in the middle of my 

journey. After lunch I was serenaded by a quartet of violins to settle my full stomach played by a group of 

siblings, the four Gab children on Melville, practicing in the back yard. Anne Fagerburg on Pershing pushed me 

further to the finish with the sound of the cello; then I listened to the beautiful voice of Barbara Greer on 

Pershing to soothe my approach to the end of the day, sending me off to the concert pianist Mark Tollefsen that 

brought me to a culminating end of my journey for the day. 

 

These sounds were almost a daily event with a couple of other musicians who added to the pleasure such as 

Randall Markarian, and the Kalish boys on Waterman. I was invited in one day by Eleanor Kalish to play the 

piano in front of the boys. Needless to say I was not that good. I had played the organ for several years and then 

tried the piano which I could not master, but I still enjoyed the attempt. 

 

When the Reilly's moved I bought their piano. I was told it needed to be tuned. Well I never got it tuned 

because I could not hear a difference and it was fine for my needs. I always thought it may need to be tuned 

because I could just not get the tones I wanted. Could it be my playing? NO, I thought. Then one day my son 

Doug and a friend from Mizzou came home for the weekend. Doug's friend saw the piano and asked if he could 

try it out. I said sure, but told him it needed to be tuned. Let me tell you, was I surprised. The young man tinkled 

around for a minute or two then burst into a full classical song that blew us away. It was flawless and extremely 

beautiful! My jaw dropped! Marsha, Doug and I looked at each other in amazement. He played full classical 

songs for a few minutes for us. I asked where and how long he learned his talent. He said he had been playing 

since the age of four and his mother taught him. She was of Asian descent. She also was the musical professor 

at Mizzou.  

 

Needless to say the piano did not need tuning. I told Marsha, do not tell him I play. There was no way I wanted 

to hurt his ear drums with my playing. There are certain things of greatness you remember in life. The people of 

Parkview and this young man will always be in my mind of such wonderful times. Their excellence in music 

exposed me to the greatness of such talent. 

 

Steve 

 
Steve Wilmes was a Parkview postman for 30 years.  His 

last day for delivering mail to our neighborhood was 

Saturday, September 30, 2011.  He is pictured here holding 

a special mailbox given him as a retirement gift from a 

resident and he is seated on a bench dedicated to him in 

Pershing Park from the Parkview community.  
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RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 
Since 9-11, there have been four articles/broadcasts that have mentioned the article by Roger Goldman 
(Washington), “Stop Passing the Trash”: 
 

     NY Times front page article, Sunday, 9-11-16 http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/11/us/whereabouts-of-

cast-out-police-officers-other-cities-often-hire-them.html?smid=nytcore-ipad-share&smprod=nytcore-

ipad&_r=0 

     St. Louis Post-Dispatch Lead Editorial, 9-17-16 http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/columns/the-

platform/editorial-remnants-of-the-past-mar-ferguson-s-efforts-to/article_568fe930-afc8-502b-93c0-

81ac6dee5c90.html 

     CBS Morning News, 9-27-16 http://www.cbsnews.com/news/gypsy-cops-with-questionable-pasts-hired-by-

different-departments-lack-of-oversight-police/ 

     Reason.com, 9-30-16 http://reason.com/archives/2016/09/30/why-its-so-hard-to-stop-bad-cops-from-ge 

Antonio and Marta Santos have moved from 6339 Waterman to 6362 Waterman. 

“Rare Company” a new book by Jim McKelvey, features local entrepreneurs including Joe Edwards 

(Westminster).  This work is a collection of  mini-profiles written first-person about 20 individuals who started 

companies with a St. Louis connection. 

Bob and Cathy Wilmott (Westgate) were pictured in a recent edition of Town and Style. They attended a 

gathering to support children in the Danis Pediatric Center which provides outpatient pediatric primary care to 

children newborn to 18 years of age. 

Roger Goldman (Washington) was one of more than 120 lawyers honored as “Senior Counselors” during the 

annual meeting of the Missouri Bar Association on September 21-23 at the Lake of the Ozarks.  To qualify a 

lawyer had to be 75 years old or a member of the state bar for 50 years. 

NEW BABIES by Trisha Pflantz 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sara and Stephen Douglass, at 6255 Pershing Ave.,  Katie and Anthony Scarato, 6370 Pershing Ave. 

welcomed a baby girl, Charlotte Elizabeth, to their  welcomed a baby girl, Lucia Magdalena, to their 

family on Friday, Sept. 9. Charlotte weighed 7 pounds,  family on Monday, Sept. 19.  Lucia, nicknamed, 

7 ounces, and measured 21 inches long at her birth.   Lucy, weighed 7 pounds, 6 ounces, and measured 

The Douglasses also have a 22-month-old daughter,  19 ¾ inches long at her birth.  The Scaratos have 

Delilah.       a 3-year-old son, Sam. 

       

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/11/us/whereabouts-of-cast-out-police-officers-other-cities-often-hire-them.html?smid=nytcore-ipad-share&smprod=nytcore-ipad&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/11/us/whereabouts-of-cast-out-police-officers-other-cities-often-hire-them.html?smid=nytcore-ipad-share&smprod=nytcore-ipad&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/11/us/whereabouts-of-cast-out-police-officers-other-cities-often-hire-them.html?smid=nytcore-ipad-share&smprod=nytcore-ipad&_r=0
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/columns/the-platform/editorial-remnants-of-the-past-mar-ferguson-s-efforts-to/article_568fe930-afc8-502b-93c0-81ac6dee5c90.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/columns/the-platform/editorial-remnants-of-the-past-mar-ferguson-s-efforts-to/article_568fe930-afc8-502b-93c0-81ac6dee5c90.html
http://www.stltoday.com/news/opinion/columns/the-platform/editorial-remnants-of-the-past-mar-ferguson-s-efforts-to/article_568fe930-afc8-502b-93c0-81ac6dee5c90.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/gypsy-cops-with-questionable-pasts-hired-by-different-departments-lack-of-oversight-police/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/gypsy-cops-with-questionable-pasts-hired-by-different-departments-lack-of-oversight-police/
http://reason.com/archives/2016/09/30/why-its-so-hard-to-stop-bad-cops-from-ge
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FORMER RESIDENT 

 
William C. Schiller, a former resident who had lived for decades at 6301 Waterman, died October 5 at the age 

of 92.  His funeral was Friday October 14 at St. Roch Catholic Church.  Years ago Bill had placed a memorial 

bench in Pershing Park in memory of his wife, Patricia. There were many days he could be found sitting on this 

bench in the Park. 

 

FALL LEAF PICK UP SCHEDULE for U. City Residents 
 

Leaf Collection Guidelines to Residents 

 

To ensure prompt service, leaves must be raked to the curb line 

the Sunday before collection begins in Parkview.  
 

Yard waste bags are not required if you choose to rake the leaves 

to the curb line for collection by University City staff during 

scheduled leaf collection periods.  

 

Please do not mix other yard waste (gumballs, trash, small tree 

branches/limbs, brush and grass clippings) in with leaves. Yard 

waste should be placed in the biodegradable bags to be picked up 

by the City on your regular trash and recycling collection day.  

Yard waste bags do NOT need stickers from October 15th to December 31st. Contact Public Works and 

Parks at 314-505-8560 with questions. 
 

 U City Residents:
 

 
  

          
 
 

Week of Nov. 14
th

-18
th

 

Week of Dec. 12
th-

16
th

      

Weather permitting 

 

THE OCTOBER PARKVIEW PUZZLER  

 

How well do you know our neighborhood?  The photographer was 

standing in the street or on the sidewalk within our neighborhood.  

Can you identify the address?  Send your answer to 

parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging rights.  The answer and 

names of the first people to send in the correct answer will be 

published in the next newsletter.  By the way, the resident of this 

house is not eligible!  

 

 

 

Two residents submitted the correct answer to last month's puzzler.  The house with 

the brick balcony is at 6359 Waterman, where Rachel and Sean Ebeling live.  

Christine Knoten is the winner who submitted the correct answer on September 17, 

followed four days later by Debbie Gilbert Genung, who wrote that she grew up in the 

house next door to the East.  “That’s Gloria Broun’s old house.”  Thanks for playing 

Christine and Debbie! 

tel:314-505-8560
mailto:parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com
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Monsanto's  

Vegetable Seed Business 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Host:  Christina Dougherty 

6335 Westminster Place 

954-1944 

cdpresently@gmail.com 
 

 

WEDNESDAY October 19th 

7 PM-Update 

7:30 PM-Program 

 

Andrew Burchett is the global corporate engagement 

lead for Monsanto’s vegetable seed business. In this 

role, he is responsible for working with industry and 

grower organizations and leaders who represent the 

breadth of the vegetable value chain from seed to 

retail. 

 

He will give us an overview of the seed business and 

allow time for conversation and a Q & A session. 

mailto:cdpresently@gmail.com
mailto:cdpresently@gmail.com
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Book Fest Headliners Promise Fun, Excitement 
 
The Saint Louis Literary Consortium (SLLC) is pleased to announce that Marc Brown and Jacqueline 
Woodson will top the list of children’s authors at the 2016 Lit in the Lou Book Festival. The event is 
set for Friday and Saturday, October 21-22, and will take place in the heart of University City. With 
author readings, book signings, vendor displays, family activities, and food, Lit in the Lou is sure to be 
a fun time for readers of all ages. 
 
Marc Brown, the creator and illustrator of the PBS character Arthur the Aardvark, will launch the 
festivities for younger children on Saturday morning, Oct. 22, at 10 a.m. Brown will read from some of 
the Arthur books, demonstrate how his characters are drawn, and introduce his new Monkey not 
Ready series. Jacqueline Woodson, best known for her award-winning work, Brown Girl Dreaming, 
will get the afternoon activities for young adult readers underway at 1:30 p.m. Woodson will describe 
her own journey through adolescence and read from several of her books. Brown and Woodson will 
be joined at the festival by a host of authors for children and teens including Mary Engelbreit, Amy 
Sklansky, John Hendrix, Bobby Norfolk, Pam DeVoe, Robert Treskillard, Laura Nowlin, and Sarah 
Jude. The kids’ fest, set at Jackson Park Elementary School in University City, is free and open to the 
public. 
 
Lit in the Lou will open with a gala awards ceremony on Friday evening at 7 p.m., where children’s 
author Patricia McKissack, this year’s winner of the Tradition of Literary Excellence Award (funded 
by the U. City Arts & Letters Commission), will be honored. The gala will take place on the fifth floor 
of the historic city hall in University City. Festival activities will conclude on Saturday evening with a 
literary pub crawl for adults. The pub crawl—a ticketed event—boasts venues in and around the U. 
City Loop where adults can snack and sip while savoring the work of the St. Louis region’s favorite 
authors. Tickets for the opening awards ceremony and for the pub crawl can be purchased at Brown 
Paper Tickets. http://litinthelou2016tickets.brownpapertickets.com/ 
 

For more details about the Lit In The Lou Book Festival, 
visit http://www.literarystl.com, or contact 

Winnie Sullivan at penultim@swbell.net, (314) 447-3888. 
 

Winnie Sullivan is the daughter of Shirley Barnes with whom she resides on Pershing. 
Winnie is organizing the Lit InThe Lou Book festival this year. 

 

http://litinthelou2016tickets.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.literarystl.com/
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  PARKVIEW 
CHILI COOK-OFF 

Pershing Park 
4 – 7 pm on October 23 
 
Brush off your cookbook, pull out the crock pot, and bring your favorite chili 
to Parkview’s annual Chili Cook-off.  The cook-off takes place from 4 to 7 pm 
on Sunday, October 23, in Pershing Park.  Don’t miss it!  See you in the park. 

 

To sign up for the cook-off, contact Cindy Knight at cynthia.knight@me.com  

23 
OCTOBER  

mailto:cynthia.knight@me.com
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Seated (L to R): Brigitte Wopenka, Rosalyn Schultz, Susan Stang, Marta Santos, Fred Giraud, Judith Giraud, Cindy Knight  Standing (L to R): Peggy Szwabo, Susan 

Allen-Warren, Nancy Johnson, Mary Ann Nielsen, Deanne Flatley, Theresa Fiala, Trisha Pflantz  Not pictured: Beth Fagan, Kelly Howard.  The photo was taken by 

Rachel Morgan, who is a friend of Deanne Flatley.  Article written by Kelly Howard. 

       

 

       How do you help someone who doesn’t want help, particularly when the person doesn’t believe he or she 

needs it? That’s the primary question Jeannette Walls explores in her memoir, “The Glass Castle.” The memoir 

begins with Walls, a successful socialite and journalist, riding in a taxi in New York City on her way to a party. 

At a stoplight, she glanced out the window and saw a homeless woman digging through the trash. She 

immediately recognized the woman as her own mother, and, in a panic, she told the taxi driver to take her home. 

     Her mother’s fate is easier to understand as the reader learns about Walls’s eccentric parents and her erratic 

childhood. Walls’ mother is an aspiring artist who likely suffers from an untreated mental illness, and her father 

is an alcoholic who values hyperbole over reality. This leads to a family life and home environment that is 

neglectful, chaotic and even abusive at times. 

     It is not as easy to understand the fate of Jeannette and her two siblings, who grow up to be well-adjusted 

and accomplished adults. In fact, book club members discussed the surprising resiliency of the children at 

length. The family moved constantly, frequently in the middle of the night. Yet despite a nomadic life of abject 

poverty and dysfunctionality in nearly every way, Jeannette and her siblings remained extremely loyal to their 

parents and clearly felt loved. Book club members wondered if resilience and survival was a trait with which 

the Walls children were born, or if they were forced to develop those skills due to the instability and volatility 

they experienced during their formative years. 

     The discussion focused on the differences between the early part of the memoir, which was largely set in 

Arizona, and the later part, set in West Virginia. Walls paints these years as almost an adventure for herself and 

her siblings. At one point, the family lives in a former train depot. During another period, they live in a house 

that the mother has inherited but which soon crumbles around them. Book club members felt that these 

memories seem based on family mythology, tales spun by Walls’ father, an excellent raconteur. 

     The Arizona part of the book stands in stark contrast to the deprivation and social isolation that Walls 

describes after the family relocates to West Virginia, where her father grew up and still had family. By that 

time, Walls was older and could remember more of what was happening. The mystical quality of the first part 

of the book disappeared as Walls describes how her parents refused to accept any charity. This refusal of 

assistance often left Walls and her siblings hungry and inadequately clothed during the cold West Virginia 

winters. Members wondered why the parents in this story would turn away assistance, and why other people 

might refuse the assistance offered by charitable organizations. 

     For its October meeting, the Parkview Book Club is reading “Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the 

Lusitania,” by Erik Larson. The nonfiction book explores the events leading up to the sinking of a luxury 

passenger ship by a German submarine – a key event that turned U.S. opinion against Germany two years 

before the United States even entered the war. 

     If you are interested in joining the book club, please send an email to parkviewbookclub@gmail.com. Any 

Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the club, which typically meets on the final Tuesday of 

each month.    (Written by Kelly Howard)  

mailto:parkviewbookclub@gmail.com
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Parkview Halloween 

By Lara Fuchs 

 

 

 

 

Trick or Treat will take place from 6pm-8pm on Monday, 10/31/15.  Please leave 

your porchlights on if you are passing out treats. 

Please note that the streets will be closed at Skinker from 5:30pm-9pm to protect 

our little ghosts and ghouls.  If possible, please try to avoid driving in the 

neighborhood during this time. If you must drive, exit the neighborhood via Center 

Gate, which will be left open for the evening.   
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SDCC OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER UPDATE  by Mary Pat O’Gorman 

 

Did you know that Parkview is within the boundaries of the Skinker –DeBaliviere Community Council?  

Separated by Skinker, but bound together by our neighborly spirit, we hope you are able to join some of these 

fun events in October and November! 

 

A special thank you to all who donated to the food drive on October 1
st
. We were able to collect over 700 items! 

 

1) Lucier Park Tree Planting Project      
Sat, Oct 15, 10am-Noon in Lucier Park (Hamilton & Westminster) 

 

As a part of a city-wide effort to make City parks better, we'll be planting 50 trees and over 20 shrubs in Lucier 

Park. Kids and Older Adults Welcome! 

 

Sign Up To Plant A Tree! 
 

2) A Will is Not Enough 
Estate Planning & Planned Giving Workshop 

Sat, October 22, 10:00am at the SDCC Office, 6008 Kingsbury 

 

You worked & saved to build an estate; come learn who should inherit your estate or 

represent you in the event you are no longer able to represent yourself? 

Presented by Michael  McMurtrey, Accredited Asset Management Specialist 

 

3) SDCC/Rosedale Halloween Party   
Monday, Oct. 31, 6-7pm at St. Roch's School Gym, 6040 Waterman 

 

The annual party and costume contest will be just as much fun as always! As usual, Art 

Santen is organizing prizes and special entertainment. Trick-or-Treating throughout the 

neighborhood will follow from 7-8pm. 

 

4)  Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Organizations Open House   

Sat, Oct 29, 11:30am to 1:00pm at the SDCC Office, 6008 Kingsbury 

 

Come learn more about the Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council and Community 

Housing Corporation! Established to meet your needs, both organizations work on a 

variety of community issues that keep our neighborhood strong. 

• Hear about past accomplishments 

• Take a peek at future projects 

• Talk to staff and resident board members 

• Learn how YOU can get involved 

• Light refreshments served. 

 
 

 

 

http://skinkerd.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7329925f9a297af5b89c903d&id=80f9b6e597&e=139100d714
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5) Party Like It's 1966!  - Homecoming Party 

Saturday, November 12, 7:00 PM at St. Louis ArtWorks, 5959 Delmar 

 
It's just like the homecoming dance growing up, except now that you're grown, you 

actually know how to have a good time! :-)  

• Live Band – The Delicious Fishes 

• Cash Bar 

• Silent Auction 

• Games & Novelities for Grown-Ups 

• Homecoming King & Queen 

• Close Enough to Walk or Enjoy Off-Street, Secure Parking 

 
Tickets prices have been lowered to $35!  
 

*Donate A Bottle Of Wine 

Help us stock this year's Homecoming Wine Pull. Go into Parker's Wine Table (7118 

Oakland Ave. St. Louis, Mo 63117 ) and say "I'd like to donate a bottle of wine for the 

Skinker DeBaliviere Homecoming". They will sell you one or more bottles at $20 each. 

SDCC will pick up the bottles prior to the event. 
 

 

 

 

  

https://skinkerdebaliviere.wordpress.com/2016/09/19/november-12-8th-annual-sdcc-homecoming/
http://skinkerd.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d7329925f9a297af5b89c903d&id=a8a10f665d&e=139100d714
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Randall Markarian, President 

Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

     

Beth Fagan, Vice President 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 503-1136 

 

Jim Warren, Treasurer, Infrastructure 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker  

          DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgrievemp@hotmail.com  

6342 Pershing   H: 725-7791    C: 306-5514 

 

Jessica Angelette, Legal 

jessicaangelette@gmail.com 

6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436  

 

Sean Ebeling, Gates 

Sean.ebeling@edwardjones.com  

6359 Waterman  H: 721-8867 

 

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review 

larafuchs105@hotmail.com 

6219 Pershing       H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597 

 

Mark Jacobs, Security, Building Review 

stljakes@charter.net   

6229 Washington   H: 863-5108  C: 359-9771 

   

Cindy Knight, Hospitality, Communications/                                                   

            Handbook 

cynthia.knight@me.com 

6323 Westminster   C: 283-4288 

 

Trisha Pflantz, Hospitality, Welcome Packets  

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 664-7714   C: 265-7945 

    

Sandy Schenck, Trees  
sandy.schenck@gmail.com 

6211 McPherson     C: 378-7891 

 

Tim Swanson, Infrastructure 

Swanny.kt@gmail.com 

6350 Waterman  C: 374-6008 

 

The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting extra 

patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW: 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkview12agents@gmail.com 
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