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THE ALLEY CAT 

 

“I bet you can’t guess what I have been doing for the past couple of weeks.”  This 

was the Alley Cat’s opening question to me the other morning.   “Should I ask or are 

you going to tell me?” “Several weeks ago I decided I needed some exercise since I 

was putting on a few extra pounds.  Besides I did not think that lady with the cat 

stroller would want to push me around the neighborhood if I got any heavier.  And I 

certainly did not want to become known as ‘a fat cat’.  So for exercise I made a plan.  

One week I would walk the neighborhood with one of our mailmen, “Ike” Sylvester 

Idleburg, and another week I would walk with Frank Enlow, a second mailman for 

Parkview.  Fortunately it was not too hot so the walk was not too exhausting.  I often 

had wondered how those mailmen hiked up so many steps to deliver mail to 

residents’ front doors.  As I went with them on their routes I became aware that  

something very beautiful was happening in Parkview.  On several occasions, as we 

approached a resident’s mail slot, we heard beautiful music coming from inside the home.  And it wasn’t 

coming from a record player.  No, we heard live music, some coming from a person playing the piano, at 

another time, a resident was playing a violin. Also we heard a cello player, a flute, and on another occasion we 

heard a guitar player and a trumpet player. As if that was not enough we heard someone singing (sounded like a 

soprano or maybe an alto as I’m just learning the difference between the two).  All of this wonderful music 

made my walk very pleasant. It was during these weeks something occurred to me—with all this talent in 

Parkview, we ought to be able to start a musical group and call it ‘The Parkview Singers and Players’. Surely 

you remember that one resident started the Parkview Book Club.”  “Yes, that was Tiphanie Vogel. However she 

and her husband have moved to Houston”.  The Cat continued, “We need someone like Tiphanie to start a 

musical group.  Do you know if she has a sister living in Parkview?  After some practice the group could sing 

and play for the neighborhood.  What do you think” he asked?   “Sounds exciting to me.  Maybe someone will 

volunteer. I like the idea.” 

 

Newsletter 
September 2016 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

The following people made contributions to this month’s newsletter. Erin and John Wright, Susan 

Allen-Warren, Judy Giraud, BJ Clutter, Trish Pflantz, Cindy Knight, Jerry Hannewinkel, Eli 

Shuter, Randall Markarian, Jill Stapf, Ann Robison, Karen Spreitler, Terri Fujii, Mary Pat 

O’Gorman, Adam Vogel, Kelly Howard, and Kathryn and Anthony Scarato.  Thank you.  

 

Fred Giraud, Editor 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS 

 

Erin, Meli, John, and Lucy Wright 

 

     What do you do when you've outgrown your 

big, perhaps high maintenance, historic 

Parkview home?  Swap with one of your kids 

for their smaller, lower maintenance, historic, 

and equally interesting condominium.   That's 

what Mary and Alan Wright, formerly of 6212 

Waterman did when their oldest son's family 

outgrew their fifth floor St. Regis condo in the 

Central West End. 

     Our new neighbors, Mary and Alan's son 

John Wright and his wife Erin moved into 6212 

Waterman this summer with their two children 

Lucy, age four, and Emmeline, or "Meli", age two. 

     "We went from 2700 square feet to 3600 square feet in this house," Erin said.  With two active kids 

becoming more and more adventurous, the Wrights are enjoying their new spacious, fenced-in yard. 

     Erin is from St. Louis, grew up in Chesterfield, and graduated from Visitation Academy.  "I intended to go 

away to school, but stayed to go to Washington University.  I didn't plan to live in St Louis all my life, I just 

never left." 

     Erin is an architect and has specialized in working with historic buildings. "Working on this house is like 

playing a game of Tetris as we renovate one area at a time," she said, referring to the popular electronic puzzle. 

     How's the condo working out for Alan and Mary?   

     "They are far more settled in there than we are here," replied John. 

     "We know we’ll be here forty years," added Erin, "so we are trying to take it slowly.  It’s a different way of 

thinking about moving in." 

     After shuffling some furniture around, with consideration toward lifestyle, practicality, and size, the two 

households are getting sorted out.  "Some of the furniture here is from John's parents and grandparents.  Of  

particular interest is a dollhouse that he made with Mary.  We have a cradle that Alan made as well.  It is so 

special to see our children and their cousins play in that cradle.  There's a painting in the foyer by John's 

paternal grandfather.  We went to Elder’s Antiques on Cherokee street to pick up some additional pieces."   

     Erin's architectural skills are coming in handy as they rework the layout into a more updated space.  What 

was the family room, originally a back porch, will become the new kitchen.  "The current kitchen is limited by 

load bearing walls, so enlarging it is limited," explained Erin.  "I did some restoration and historical work when 

I worked with Amy and Amrit Gill (our Parkview neighbors who also live on Waterman).  Now I do mostly 

consulting work for Capital Consultants.  We are hired by banks lending to developers on multi-family housing 

units.  One property that is particularly interesting, for example, is in Detroit: an historic firehouse is being 

turned into a boutique hotel." 

     How did these two meet? 

     "John and I met when we both worked for Amy and Amrit," Erin continued.  "I did architectural work.  John 

was doing construction and security." 

     "Working for Amy and Amrit was my job before Law School," began John.  "His office was across the street 

and I was his administrative assistant that first summer.  Then I acted as security, and later, construction 

supervisor."  

     John still remembers when he first met Erin. 

     "She was a wild child," he said with a smile. 

     "I had my nose pierced," she countered. 

     "I was smitten." 
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     "We were friends for a year and a half." 

     "That’s right.  We briefly shared a two-story apartment with two other people. It was another building Amy 

and Amrit owned." 

     John and Erin's oldest child Lucy just started preschool at St. Roch, where John went to school a couple of 

decades ago.  “It brings back a lot of memories when I walk her to school,” John said.   

     "We calculated he’s walked that path over 5,000 times!" 

     "I was born here 35 years ago," John said.  "I’ve seen huge glacial changes in Parkview.  Some people are 

the same, but the surrounding neighborhood has changed, especially with Wash U obtaining property and 

making improvements here." 

     John recalled being in the 2nd grade in the 1990s and witnessing criminal activity while his mother walked 

him to school.  He feels safer with the better upkeep of neighboring properties around Parkview, especially east 

of Skinker.  Coincidentally, while in college Erin lived half a block away on Pershing, East of Skinker.  “It’s a 

lot different now,” she confirmed. 

     Erin attended Washington University from 1999 to 2003 

     After attending St. Roch, John went to St. Louis University High School.  Of course, being the son of a 

history buff, he had to include some historical institutions on his college tour list.  He ended up choosing 

Washington and Lee University in Virginia, a school steeped in historical connections with Robert E. Lee and 

George Washington.  Apparently it is also steeped in some legendary historical reenactments gone awry.  John 

can retell these stories in such a way to make his history-loving father proud.  He has since also developed a 

passion for history. 

     "He’s a big history buff like his dad," Erin said, "especially the civil war”. 

     With a schedule filled with the house redesign, raising two energetic kids, and full-time jobs, do they have 

any time for Hobbies? 

     Actually yes.  Both enjoy pickling green beans, watermelon rinds, eggplant, and the more traditional 

sauerkraut.  John brews beer with his brother.  Both enjoy cooking. 

     "John's mother says if you stand still long enough John will pickle you!” Erin said. 

     Another favorite?  Making the Italian lemon liqueur Limoncello.  John's recipe includes lemon zest and grain 

alcohol, which he steeps for 90 days.  Erin divulged that their recipe’s unique ingredient is a little orange zest. 

     Erin has started sewing and embroidering little girls' dresses. 

     John plays golf, shoots skeet, and plays squash and racquetball.  His brothers are James, who lives in St. 

Louis Hills and is two years younger, and Joe, who resides in Springfield Mo, and is four years younger. 

     Erin has two brothers 13 and 15 years older, living in North Carolina and Kansas.  Isabel, her 16-year-old 

niece, has already started her college search.  Erin hopes she chooses Washington University. 

     Look for Alan and Mary Wright returning to Parkview to visit their grandchildren.  And when you run into 

John, Erin, and the kids, ask John to tell stories about what it was like to grow up in Parkview.  And please, 

welcome them to the neighborhood!                                     (Written by Susan Allen-Warren) 

 

 

THE PARKVIEW PUZZLER HAS RETURNED by Susan Allen-Warren 
 

 

How well do you know our neighborhood? The photographer was 

standing in the street or on the sidewalk within our neighborhood. Can 

you identify the address? Send your answer to 

parkviewpuzzler@gmail.com to win bragging rights. The answer and 

names of the first people to send in the correct answer will be 

published in the next newsletter. By the way, the resident of this house 

is not eligible!  
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MOVIE NIGHT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parkview residents gathered in Pershing Park on Aug. 20 to watch the classic ‘80s movie 

“Ghostbusters” under the stars. About 70 people attended the neighborhood’s second annual 

Outdoor Movie Night, which kicked off with a series of animated shorts. Residents enjoyed 

popcorn provided by Fun Flicks of St. Louis and beer provided by Urban Chestnut owners 

Florian and Gillian Kuplent. 

 

The next neighborhood event is the annual Chili Cook-Off, which will be held on Sunday, Oct. 

23, also in Pershing Park. Dust off your slow cooker and bring out your favorite chili recipe for 

this popular event! To sign up, contact Cindy Knight at cynthia.knight@me.com. 
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SIDEWALK REPAIR 

 

During the month of August, the agents had a number of sidewalk sections removed and 

replaced.  This was done to make your walk in the neighborhood more pleasant.  (Photos by 

Jerry Hanewinkel) 

 

 FOOD DRIVE 
 

You can help your neighbors in need on Saturday, October 1 by 

placing food items in a bag on your front porch by 10am.  

Donations of non-perishable foods (canned goods, cereal, 

pasta, rice, soups, etc.), toiletries, diapers, and personal hygiene 

items are requested.  All donations should be unopened and 

unexpired.  Your kindness will help replenish food pantries at 

Grace and Peace Fellowship, Grace United Methodist Church, 

New Cote Brilliante Church of God, and St. Roch Church. 

 
 

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING EVENT 
 

On October 15
th
, there will be an electronics recycling event at 

the Heman Park Community Center, 975 Pennsylvania, from 

9am-1pm (rain or shine).  Computers,  Printers,  Flat Screens, 

Keyboards, Laptops, Hard Drives, Monitors, Cell Phones, Pagers, 

Radios, Scanners,  Speakers, VCR, DVD, Fax Machines, 

Answering Machines, Televisions, Stereos, Air Conditioners, 

Microwaves, Power Tools, Kitchen Appliances, Etc.  Basically 

anything with a cord!  After the first 100 TVs brought to be 

recycled, a $10 fee will apply for each CRT TV or CRT 

Computer Monitor.  The first 100 CRT TV’s and Computer 

Monitors will be FREE to recycle! 
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A REPRINT  
 

The essay collection , “Pieces of Soap”, by former Parkview resident, Stanley Elkin will be 

reprinted on November 15.  Amusing pieces about hoarding free hotel soap and a whoopee 

cushion salesman who wants to study philosophy join Elkin’s more painful essays about his 

suffering from multiple sclerosis.  The Washington University professor died in 1995. 

 

RESIDENTS IN THE NEWS 

 
Eli Shuter, (McPherson) has moved from Parkview after 49 years and is now living at the 

Gatesworth. Eli was a Parkview agent and had spent many hours with a number of other 

residents pruning the street trees in the neighborhood.  We wish Eli all the best in his new 

residence.  

 

On, September 10th, Randall Markarian  (Waterman) was installed as the Vice President of 

the Illinois State Dental Society.  The Illinois State Dental Society is the 5th largest dental 

society in the United States.  Dr. Markarian will ascend to President-Elect and the President of 

the Society in coming years.  This summer Dr. Markarian also Co-Chaired the Illinois Mission 

of Mercy that was held in Collinsville, Illinois July 15-16 where nearly 1.1 million dollars of 

free dental care was provided to patients who otherwise would not have received dental care. 

 

Roger Goldman (Washington) wrote an interesting and thought provoking article “Stop 

Passing the Trash” for the Post-Dispatch Opinion Page.  It is printed in the September 16 

edition of the newspaper, page A12. 

 

 

BALLOON GLOW AND RACE 

 

 

The Glow for September 16 in Forest Park has been 

cancelled.   The Balloon race is still scheduled for the 17th.  

This event is slated at the center field. 

                                                    

 

 

 

CURIOUS GEORGE BOX FOUND 

 

I found a small Curious George lunch box on Pershing (6300) block in the street. There were 

some pennies laying around it so I was wondering if it was a child's coin box. It's pretty beat up 

but I wanted to get it back to the owner.  Jill Stapf   727-5131. 
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A New Kind of Gardener 
 

 

 

 

 

Ethnobotanists study the relation between plants and people. How plants were 

grown, what they were used for and how they were managed by the society who 

grew them are of primary importance. Gayle Fritz, Washington University 

Professor of Ethnobotany, along with her students has turned a rooftop on the 

campus into an anthropology teaching garden. She has planted native seeds, beans 

grown since Pre-Columbian times as well as all true-to-type seeds. She will explain 

the research behind this marvelous garden which is within walking distance of our 

neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Host:  Cheri Hoffman 

6211 Westminster Place 

726- 3900 

cherihoffman628@gmail.com 
 

 

WEDNESDAY September 21st 

7 PM-Update 

7:30 PM-Program 

 

 

All Parkview Residents are welcome to attend 

mailto:cherihoffman628@gmail.com
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PARKVIEW BOOK CLUB 

Standing (L to R): Trisha Pflantz, Theresa Fiala, Kelly Howard, Nancy Johnson, Rosalyn Schultz, Judith Giraud, Marta Santos, Peggy Szwabo   

Seated (L to R): Deanne Flatley, Christina Dougherty, Tiphanie Vogel, Susan Allen-Warren, Sheri Tollefsen    Photo taken by Adam Vogel 

     “Treasure Island” by Robert Louis Stevenson is the classic coming-of-age story of young Jim Hawkins. 

Following the brief stay of a pirate named “Billy” Bones at the inn operated by Jim’s parents, Jim finds himself 

in possession of a map to the buried treasure of the notorious pirate, Captain Flint. Jim, along with the local 

doctor, the district squire, and the captain of their ship, begin an ill-fated expedition to retrieve the treasure from 

Treasure Island. 

     Members of the Parkview Book Club were highly amused by the classic novel, which seems to be the basis 

for everything we know and think about fictional pirates. As they read, members could easily imagine the dirty, 

long-haired, and foul-mouthed pirates stumbling around the island, drunk on rum and relishing their soon-to-be 

fortune. 

     Readers were particularly interested in the relationship between Jim and the antagonist, “Long John” Silver. 

Silver joins the expedition as the ship’s cook. However, as the crew nears the ship’s destination, Jim overhears 

him talking with two of the sailors and realizes that most of the crewmen are former pirates who plan to mutiny 

upon their arrival at Treasure Island. 

     Silver is portrayed as a cunning and strategic character, but it was unclear to readers whether he is a “bad 

guy” or a “good guy.” By finagling his way onto the ship under false pretenses and leading a mutiny among the 

crew, Silver is certainly the villain in this adventure. On the other hand, the way he protects Jim throughout the 

story and artfully maintains civility with Jim and the others suggests that perhaps he isn’t such a bad guy after 

all. 

     The discussion also addressed whether Jim, who serves as the narrator for most of the tale, can be trusted for 

an accurate retelling of events. Hawkins emerges from almost every dangerous situation looking like the hero – 

according to his own version of the story. 

     Next month, the book club shifts its attention to Jeannette Walls’s memoir, “The Glass Castle,” in which the 

author explores her nomadic and often chaotic childhood. 

     If you are interested in joining the book club, please send an email to parkviewbookclub@gmail.com. Any 

Parkview resident who loves to read is welcome to join the club, which typically meets on the final Tuesday of 

each month.      (Written by Kelly Howard) 

 

mailto:parkviewbookclub@gmail.com
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  PARKVIEW 
CHILI COOK-OFF 

Pershing Park 
4 – 7 pm on October 23 
 
Brush off your cookbook, pull out the crock pot, and bring your favorite chili 
to Parkview’s annual Chili Cook-off.  The cook-off takes place from 4 to 7 pm 
on Sunday, October 23, in Pershing Park.  Don’t miss it!  See you in the park. 

 

To sign up for the cook-off, contact Cindy Knight at cynthia.knight@me.com  

23 
OCTOBER  

mailto:cynthia.knight@me.com


10 

 

TELEPHONE CHANGES 

 

These changes came after the updated Parkview Telephone List was published.  You can add 

them to your list. 

   6338 Washington   Genung, George   Cell: 799-7200  Debbie Cell: 320-8024  

   6323 Pershing, Gerard and Suzie Craft       Suzie Cell: 600-1193    

 

NEW RESIDENTS 

 

Kevin and Abby Steffens, 6347 Waterman      

       Former owners:  Adam and Tiphanie Vogel 

 

A NEIGHBORLY REMINDER 

 

A Parkview resident wants to remind  fellow residents to ask their visitors or workmen to park 

in front of the house where they are visiting/working as much as possible.  Often residents come 

home with loads of heavy groceries or other things to unload from their car and to carry into 

their house but cannot park anywhere near their front door because cars or trucks that are not at 

their house are parked in front of their house taking up all of the nearby parking spaces. 

 

Let's be considerate to our neighbors and inform our visitors/workmen before they arrive about 

where to park because they will not know otherwise. With so many people in Parkview not 

parking in their garages, it is greatly appreciated to be able to park in front of our own houses. 

 

 

 

ATTIC DISCOVERY 

 
 

 

Kathryn and Anthony Scarato, 6370 Pershing found this photo in 

their attic.  Any chance someone knows who it belongs to?  

Beneath the photo is printed  W. Parrish 1916.  If you can help 

Kathryn and Anthony identify the person to whom this photo 

belongs, contact them at 494-1148 or 221-8833.  
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SKINKER DE-BALIVIERE NEWS by Mary Pat O’Gorman 

 

There is a lot going on with the Skinker-DeBaliviere Community Council this late summer and early fall.  We 

are celebrating the 50
th

 anniversary of the Council throughout 2016 and hope that you are able to join for one of 

the many events.  

 

 Final summer concert for 2016, The Soulard Blues 

Saturday, September 17, 7:00 pm at 4 Corners Park on Kingsbury and DesPeres. This will include 

music, free activities for the kids, and barbecue for sale.  

 

 SDCC-Hamilton Elementary Movie Night  

 September 23, 6:00 pm. This movie night will show Mr. Peabody and Sherman and will take place in 
Lucier Park in partnership with Hamilton Elementary school.  

 

 Special Business District tax Town Hall Meeting 

September 27, 6:30 – 8:00 pm at Grace United Methodist Church. A special business district (SBD) 

provides funding for neighborhood improvement projects and services. Revenue comes from additional 

property taxes on residences within the SBD district. According to early discussions, Parkview will not 

be included in the boundaries of the SBD, but this is an opportunity to learn about the SBD and what it 

could mean for our neighborhood. 

 

 Gardening with Woody Plants 

Saturday, September 24 at 10:00 am. This Aging in Place workshop (now called Longevity Is For 

Everyone or LIFE) will take place outdoors at the SDCC office 6008 Kingsbury Ave. 

 

 Annual Fall Food Drive 

October 1, 10:00 am 

Support your local food pantries (New Cote Brilliante Church of God, Grace and Peace Fellowship, 

Grace United Methodist Church and St. Roch Church. Please leave donations on your front porch by 

10:00 am.  

 

 Washington University Presidental Debate Watch Party 
October 9, 7:00 – 10:00 pm at 560 Music Center, 560 Trinity Blvd. The evening will include Pre-

Debate Faculty Panel (7:15 pm), Debate Viewing (8:00 pm) and Post-Debate Faculty Panel (9:30 pm).  

 

 Tree Planting in Lucier Park 

October 15 in Lucier Park. Forest ReLeaf is working with the Skinker-DeBaliviere Beautification 

Committee, the Dept of Parks and Forestry, and neighbors of Skinker DeBaliviere to plant a wonderful 

selection of trees in Lucier Park. Get your hands dirty and join us as we plant 50 trees! Children 

(accompanied by adults) are welcome!  

 

 Block Leader Program  
Would you like to get more involved in the neighborhood? Block Leaders greet new neighbors, 
publicize community events and promote public safety. SDCC still needs block leaders for certain 

blocks. If you love your neighborhood, become a Block Leader today! To learn more contact the 

SDCC office. Block Leader Resources may be accessed on the SDCC website. 

  

http://skinkerd.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=d7329925f9a297af5b89c903d&id=3016704e69&e=139100d714
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PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

Randall Markarian, President 

Randall@thinkbraces.com   

6355 Waterman     H: 727-7299   C: 618-973-4966 

     

Beth Fagan, Vice President 

bethfagan@sbcglobal.net 

6343 Pershing          H: 725-3524    C: 503-1136 

 

Jim Warren, Treasurer, Infrastructure 

jawarrenjr@sbcglobal.net   

6352 Washington     H: 727-2213    C: 583-7981 

 

Mary Pat O’Gorman, Secretary, Skinker  

          DeBaliviere Rep 

holtgrievemp@hotmail.com  

6342 Pershing   H: 725-7791    C: 306-5514 

 

Jessica Angelette, Legal 

jessicaangelette@gmail.com 

6210 Westminster   H: 546-7436  

 

Sean Ebeling, Gates 

Sean.ebeling@edwardjones.com  

6359 Waterman  H: 721-8867 

 

Lara Fuchs, Security, Building Review 

larafuchs105@hotmail.com 

6219 Pershing       H: 721-3866     C: 917-570-4597 

 

Mark Jacobs, Security, Building Review 

stljakes@charter.net   

6229 Washington   H: 863-5108  C: 359-9771 

   

Cindy Knight, Hospitality, Communications/                                                   

            Handbook 

cynthia.knight@me.com 

6323 Westminster   C: 283-4288 

 

Trisha Pflantz, Hospitality, Welcome Packets  

tpflantz@gmail.com 

431 Westgate         H: 664-7714   C: 265-7945 

    

Sandy Schenck, Trees  
sandy.schenck@gmail.com 

6211 McPherson     C: 378-7891 

 

Tim Swanson, Infrastructure 

Swanny.kt@gmail.com 

6350 Waterman  C: 374-6008 

 

The signatures of two agents are required for building/fence plan approvals. 

 

You may e-mail any of the agents directly or the agents, as a group, may be reached by e-mailing 

parkview12agents@gmail.com  

 

 

 

PARKVIEW AGENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Parkview Information 

 

SECURITY:   

       Emergencies:  911 

       Non-emergency security concerns: 

              University City Police 725-2211  

              Saint Louis 5th District Patrol 231-1212 

To leave a non-urgent message for A1 (i.e. requesting extra 

patrol while you are on vacation) call 726-1717 

 

PARKVIEW: 

Address:  P.O. Box 300518  U. City, Mo. 63130 

Web Site:  http://parkviewneighborhood.org/parkview/   

Password:  1905oasis 

E-mail:  parkview12agents@gmail.com 
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